
The University of Dodoma

University of Dodoma Institutional Repository http://repository.udom.ac.tz

Social Sciences Master Dissertations

2014

Challenges facing local government

authorities in addressing the problem of

street children: A case of Dodoma municipality

Isanzu, Thabita Mija

The University of Dodoma

Isanzu, T. M. (2014). Challenges facing local government authorities in addressing the problem

of street children: A case of Dodoma municipality (Master's dissertation). The University of

Dodoma, Dodoma.

http://hdl.handle.net/20.500.12661/1989

Downloaded from UDOM Institutional Repository at The University of Dodoma, an open access institutional repository.



 

 

CHALLENGES FACING LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

AUTHORITIES IN ADDRESSING THE PROBLEM OF STREET 

CHILDREN; A CASE OF DODOMA MUNICIPALITY 

 

 

 

 

By 

Tabitha Mija Isanzu 

 

 

 

 

A Dissertation Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree 

of Master of Public Administration of the University of Dodoma. 

The University of Dodoma 

October, 2014 

 



 

i 
 

CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned certifies that he has read and hereby recommends for acceptance by 

the University of Dodoma a dissertation entitled Challenges Facing Local 

government authorities in Addressing the Problem of Street Children in the 

Dodoma Municipality, Tanzania in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the 

degree of Master of Public Administration of the University of Dodoma. 

 

 

 

 

……………………………………… 

Prof. P. A. Kopoka 

(SUPERVISOR) 

 

 

Date: ……………………………………… 

 



 

ii 
 

 

DECLARATION 

AND 

COPYRIGHT 

I, Tabitha M. Isanzu, declare that this dissertation is my own original work and that 

it has not been presented and will not be presented to any other University for similar 

or any other degree reward. 

 

 

 

 

Signature …………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

No part of this dissertation may be produced, stored in any retrieval system, or 

transmitted in any form or by any means without prior written permission of the 

author or the University of Dodoma. 



 

iii 
 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The preparation of this report would have not been possible without the help of my 

supervisor. I take this opportunity to express my profound gratitude and deep regards 

to my supervisor; Prof. P. A. Kopoka of the University of Dodoma who played a 

significant and fundamental role. He did not just supervise me, he taught me how to 

carry out a successful research. 

 

I sincerely recognize the assistance and cooperation of the Dodoma Municipal 

council workers, especially those working under the department of community 

development and social welfare for allowing me to conduct my research in their 

office; and provide me with very useful information which have led to the success of 

this research. 

 

I am also grateful to the Ward Executive Officers (WEOs), Community 

Development Officers and street leaders of Kizota, Madukani, Uhuru and Ipagala 

wards in the Dodoma municipality for providing me with useful information which 

enriched my study.  

 

I really appreciate the assistance of the librarians from the school of social sciences 

in the University of Dodoma. The reviewed literature they provided me were really 

useful and comprehensive. 

 

I also thank Rev. Elisha Isebuka of AIC (T) Ipagala who introduced me to the WEO 

of Ipagala ward from whom I had obtained very useful information necessary for this 

research. 

 



 

iv 
 

I would also wish to acknowledge the cooperation of my colleagues Matutu, Tatu 

Margreth Godfrey and in a very special way my friend, Mrs. Grace Kabululu for 

sharing with me their knowledge on procedures of data coding, analysis and research 

as a whole.  

 

My deepest gratitude to my sisters; Loyce, Naomi, Anna and Neema, and my one 

and only brother Daniel for always being there for me, encouraging, praying and 

showing love to  me. You always gave me a reason not to give up. 

 

In a very special way, I would like to thank my parents, Mr. and Mrs. Isanzu; your 

unconditional love, prayers and kindness encouraged me to through all the difficult 

moments I faced. I can never thank you enough. 

 

To all individuals I did not mention herein, I am extremely grateful. Thank you very 

much.  



 

v 
 

 

DEDICATION 

This work is dedicated to my beloved parents; Mr. Henry S. M. Isanzu and Mrs. 

Florence N. Isanzu who made it possible for me to stand where I am today. I am truly 

grateful.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

vi 
 

ABSTRACT 

One of the basic social functions is to maintain amicable social groups. In order for 

social groups to attain this goal, adults use different strategies to make children. This 

study set out to examine challenges facing local government authorities in addressing 

the problem of street children in Tanzania particularly in Dodoma Municipality. The 

research design adopted was a cross-sectional descriptive survey and a sample of 105 

purposively selected respondents using qualitative and quantitative method was 

deployed. Questionnaires, documentary reviews, interviews, focus group discussion 

and observations were methods used to collect data. 

The study revealed that the problem of street children is high and growing day after 

day. The local government authorities also revealed some of the initiatives and 

programs to address the problem despite prevalence of the issue. Among the 

initiatives highlighted were networking and institutional cooperation, involving 

family and community, family reintegration, school reintegration, integration in the 

labour market, children‘s participation, physical and mental health care, among 

others.  

The study concluded that the problem of street children has to be collectively 

addressed by the family, policy makers, religious teachers, educators and social 

scientists alike (as parents of street children turn away researchers), individuals, 

governmental and non-governmental organizations. It is further recommended that, 

the implementation of the programmes, planning has crucial importance. From all 

levels that are from top to down, every step of introducing implementation and 

evaluation should be well equipped and planned for proper execution street children 

problem. 



 

vii 
 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

CERTIFICATION ........................................................................................................ i 

DECLARATION AND COPYRIGHT ........................................................................ ii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ........................................................................................ iii 

DEDICATION ............................................................................................................. v 

ABSTRACT ................................................................................................................ vi 

LIST OF TABLES ...................................................................................................... xi 

LIST OF FIGURES ................................................................................................... xii 

ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS ................................................................. xiii 

 

CHAPTER ONE : INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND ............................. 1 

1.1 Introduction ............................................................................................................ 1 

1.2 Background to the Problem .................................................................................... 1 

1.3 Statement of the Problem ....................................................................................... 7 

1.4 Objectives of the study ........................................................................................... 9 

1.4.1 General Objective................................................................................................ 9 

1.4.2 Specific Objectives.............................................................................................. 9 

1.5 Research Questions ................................................................................................ 9 

1.6 Significance of the Study ....................................................................................... 9 

1.7 Scope of the Study ............................................................................................... 10 

1.8 Limitations of the Study ....................................................................................... 10 

 

CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW ....................................................... 12 

2.1 Introduction .......................................................................................................... 12 

2.2 Definition of key Concepts .................................................................................. 12 

2.2.1 A Child .............................................................................................................. 12 

2.2.2 Street Children .................................................................................................. 13 

2.2.3 Local Government Authorities .......................................................................... 14 

2.2.4 Street Children in Africa: An Overview ........................................................... 14 



 

viii 
 

2.2.5 Local government authorities and Provision of Services for Children‘s Well-

being in Africa ....................................................................................................... 19 

2.2.5.1 Street Children in the Contexts of Tanzania .................................................. 22 

2.3 Theories Underlying Street Children ................................................................... 23 

2.3.1 The Social Capital Theory ................................................................................ 23 

2.3.2 Theory of Household Decision-Making ........................................................... 25 

2.3.3 Structural Functionalist Approach .................................................................... 27 

2.4 Empirical Literature Review ................................................................................ 27 

2.4.1 International Studies ......................................................................................... 27 

2.4.2 National Level Studies ...................................................................................... 31 

2.5 Knowledge Gap .................................................................................................... 34 

2.6 Conceptual Framework of the Study.................................................................... 35 

 

CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ...................................... 38 

3.1 Introduction .......................................................................................................... 38 

3.2 Research Design ................................................................................................... 38 

3.3 Research Approach .............................................................................................. 39 

3.4 Study Area ............................................................................................................ 39 

3.5 Sample and Sampling Procedures ........................................................................ 40 

3.5.1 Stratified Sampling ........................................................................................... 40 

3.5.2 Purposive Sampling .......................................................................................... 40 

3.5.3 Sample Size ....................................................................................................... 41 

3.6 Data Collection Techniques ................................................................................. 41 

3.6.1 Primary Sources of Data ................................................................................... 41 

3.6.2 Secondary Sources of Data ............................................................................... 42 

3.7 Data Collection Instruments ................................................................................. 42 

3.7.1 Interview ........................................................................................................... 42 

3.7.2 Questionnaire .................................................................................................... 44 

3.7.3 Focus Group Discussion ................................................................................... 45 

3.8 Data Analysis Plan and Presentation.................................................................... 46 

3.9 Validity and Reliability ........................................................................................ 47 

3.9.1 Validity .............................................................................................................. 47 

3.9.2 Reliability .......................................................................................................... 47 



 

ix 
 

3. Ethical Considerations ........................................................................................... 48 

 

CHAPTER FOUR: DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 

OF RESULTS ........................................................................................................... 50 

4.1 Introduction .......................................................................................................... 50 

4.2 Respondents Categories ....................................................................................... 50 

4.3 Profile of Respondents ......................................................................................... 51 

4.3.1 Distribution of the Respondents by Sex ............................................................ 51 

4.3.2 Age of the Respondents .................................................................................... 52 

4.3.3 Distribution of the Respondents by Education ................................................. 52 

4.4 The Magnitude of the Problem of Street Children ............................................... 55 

4.5 Initiatives Being Undertaken by Local government authorities in Addressing the 

Problem of Street Children......................................................................................... 56 

4.5.1 Networking and Institutional Cooperation ........................................................ 57 

4.5.2 Involving Family and Community .................................................................... 59 

4.5.3 Family Reintegration ......................................................................................... 59 

4.5.4 School Reintegration ......................................................................................... 60 

4.5.5 Integration in the Labour Market ...................................................................... 61 

4.5.6 Children‘s Participation .................................................................................... 62 

4.5.7 Physical and Mental Health Care ...................................................................... 62 

4.5.8 Reaching Children where they are .................................................................... 63 

4.5.9 Individualized Attention and Tailor-Made Services ......................................... 64 

4.5.10 Success of Local government authorities Initiatives on Street Children 

Rehabilitation ............................................................................................................. 64 

4.6 Social and Economic Challenges Local government authorities Face in 

Addressing the Problem of Street Children ............................................................... 66 

4.6.1 Funding ............................................................................................................. 66 

4.6.2 Stigmatization ................................................................................................... 67 

4.6.3 Lack of Trust among the Street Children .......................................................... 67 

4.6.4 Poor Working Environment .............................................................................. 68 

4.6.5 Poor Educational Background and Children‘s Schooling ................................. 69 

 



 

x 
 

CHAPTER FIVE:  SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS ......................................................................................... 71 

5.0 Introduction .......................................................................................................... 71 

5.1 Summary of Findings ........................................................................................... 71 

5.1.1 The Magnitude of the Problem of Street Children ............................................ 71 

5.1.2 Initiatives Being Undertaken by Local government authorities in Addressing 

the Problem of Street Children ................................................................................... 71 

5.1.3 Social and Economic Challenges Local government authorities Face in 

Addressing the Problem of Street Children ............................................................... 72 

5.2 Conclusions .......................................................................................................... 72 

5.3 Recommendations ................................................................................................ 73 

5.4 Area for Further Studies ....................................................................................... 75 

REFERENCES ........................................................................................................... 77 

Appendices ................................................................................................................. 82 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

xi 
 

 

 

LIST OF TABLES 

 

Table 4. 1: Categories of Respondents ....................................................................... 50 

Table 4. 2: The Age-group of the Respondents ......................................................... 52 

Table 4. 3: Reasons why Children Left School.......................................................... 53 

Table 4. 4: Local Authority Leaders‘ Responses on the Initiatives Being Undertaken 

by Local government authorities  in Addressing the Problem of Street 

Children ................................................................................................... 57 

Table 4. 5: Satisfaction on the overall cashew marketing process ............................. 65 

Table 4. 6: Challenges Local government authorities  Face in Addressing the 

Problem of Street Children ...................................................................... 70 

 

 

 

 



 

xii 
 

LIST OF FIGURES 

 

Figure 1.1 Conceptual framework ………………………………………….………36 

Figure 4. 1: The Sex of the Respondents ................................................................... 51 

Figure 4. 2: The Level of Success of Local government authorities‘ Initiatives ....... 65 

Figure 4. 3: Challenges Local government authorities Face in Addressing the 

Problem of Street Children ...................................................................... 67 

 



 

xiii 
 

ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS 

AIC (T)  Africa Inland Church Tanzania 

AIDS   Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome   

CBO   Community Based Organization  

CRC   Convention on the Rights of the Child 

DMC   Dodoma Municipal Council   

DRC   Democratic Republic Of Congo  

HIV   Human Immunodeficiency Virus  

ILO   International Labour Organization  

IMF   International Monetary Fund  

MDG   Millennium Development Goals   

NGOs   Non Governmental Organizations  

OAU   Organization of African Union  

REPOA  Research on Poverty Alleviation  

UN   United Nations  

UNCRC  United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child  

UNICEF  United Nations International Children‘s Emergency Fund  

URT   United Republic of Tanzania  

WEOs   Ward executive Officers 



 

1 
 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

1.1 Introduction  

This study examined challenges that local government authorities in the Dodoma 

Municipality face as they work to combat the problem of street children. This study 

sought to examine the reasons that drive children into the streets and looks at their 

lives in the street. The further focused on the several initiatives and strategies which 

have been undertaken so as to minimize the number of street children and find 

valuable solutions to the problem. This chapter introduced how significant this study 

is going to be to the society.  

 

1.2 Background to the Problem 

The problem of street children is generally on the increase worldwide. In 1981, 

United Nations pointed out about 40 million street children. Although the number of 

street children decreased to 30 million in the year 1986, the figure has risen up again 

between 80 to 100 million street children in 2005 as indicated by WHO, UNICEF 

and Child Hope. The above figures are according to Maha Ghobashi, Maissa Shawk, 

and Iman Al Tahlawi in (http://www.aucegypt.edu/src/pdr/Research Briefs/014, 

(2005:1). 

 

The presence of street children in Africa is in part due to the increase in poverty, 

politically instigated violence, war, harassment, abusive parents and effects of 

HIV/AIDS (Kopoka, 2000; OAU report, 1992). Specifically, Libent (2003) and 

Lugalla and Kibassa (2002) emphasizes that in the entire world, street children 

originate from very poor families. The current large numbers of street children in 
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African urban centers was almost absent prior to many nations transition to a market 

economy in Africa. The growth of industries in towns and cities had forced the 

majority of children to migrate to urban centers because they provided an allure for 

better life. However, when they reach the urban areas, they find themselves having 

nowhere to live and nothing to do to earn a living. The phenomenon of street 

children has become one of the hot agendas worldwide and mostly in the African 

continent.  

 

The problem of street children is well documented in Latin America and South-East 

Asia. However, in Africa it is a comparative by new phenomenon. Sub-Saharan 

Africa is currently the least urbanized region of the developing world, with about 30 

percent of the population living in cities. Catching up fast, Africa is currently 

experiencing the highest urban growth rates. Local government authorities in Africa 

are increasingly confronted with a rising number of street children and all too often 

do not quite know how to deal with this growing problem (UNICEF, 2005).  

 

Street children refer to children in urban areas who have completely or partially 

ruptured family ties and engage in various survival activities on the streets. To the 

general public, these children are considered a nuisance. Obviously, extreme 

deprivation and social exclusion create opportunities for crime involvement. 

However, little evidence exists to suggest that street children actively or deliberately 

plan criminal activities. They perceive themselves as discriminated against and hated 

(Ennew, 1994:15). 
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There are different categories of street children. The first classification refers to 

children on the streets. These are children who maintain good family ties and often 

return home in the evening. The second classification refers to children of the streets. 

These are children with loose family contacts who spend some nights or days, or part 

of the day on the streets and occasionally go back home. The third category is closely 

related to the second category, and refers to children who are completely detached 

from their families and live in gangs in temporary makeshift shelters. Lately a new 

category of street children is emerging; children whose parents are also street 

children/adolescents i.e. children of street families. Street children depend less on 

their families. Instead they rely more on the meaningful ties they have established 

within their groups or gangs. 

 

There are two basic roles performed by gangs of street children. These are 

maintenance and task-oriented functions. The maintenance functions involve 

mechanisms that foster harmony and discourage conflict members of the groups. 

Task functions, on the other hand, involve activities that direct the group towards the 

individual contributions pertaining to various income generating activities they 

undertake while on the streets. The need for identity is one of their goals. They find 

security and relief from life‘s anxieties within their groups (Raffaelli and Koller, 

2005; UNICEF, 2002). 

 

NGOs have been at the forefront in initiating the most innovative approaches 

addressing the street children problem. However, most NGO initiatives are only 

remedial, and provide v short-term solutions. Community-based human settlement 

improvements in slums and squatter settlements have the greatest potential for 
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preventing potential street children by re-integrating them into their neighborhoods 

(Veeran, 2004). 

 

Local government authorities have a major role to play in improving the living 

conditions of street children and gangs. The main framework for improving the 

living conditions for children is set out in the UN Convention on the Rights of the 

Child, in four broad areas: survival, development, protection and participation. There 

are two possible levels of intervention by local government authorities; first through 

working with the affected children directly (addressing the symptoms), and secondly, 

by providing preventative services and programmes to the community where the 

children come from (addressing causal factors) (UMP, 2000). 

 

Both the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) as well as the Habitat 

Agenda provides a mandate for local government authorities to promote the rights of 

children. These can broadly be categorized either as active or passive rights. Active 

rights relate to provision of goods and services such as housing, schools and health 

care facilities. The latter include the right not to be imprisoned without trial, and 

freedom from discrimination based on sex, race, or religion. Local government 

authorities need to secure these rights as part of their responsibilities in securing 

sustainable future cities (UMP, 2000). 

 

A strategy and plan for local government authorities on how to deal with street 

children and could focus on the following important issues: Interpret national 

policies, formulate local policies and develop city-wide plans; Mobilize resources; 

Conduct research and collect information; Create awareness and conduct advocacy; 

Provide services and devise child-centred development programmes; Coordinate 

initiatives and build partnerships; and Monitor and evaluate progress (Kanji, 1996). 
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Next to interpreting international and national policies, local government authorities 

also have the opportunity of formulating their own policies that are specifically 

aimed at improving the living conditions of street children and gangs. Most local 

governments have policies that outlaw the existence of slum and squatter settlements. 

These settlements, therefore, do not receive any basic services as part of the official 

policy. Unless such unequal distribution of resources is stopped, it is conceivable that 

the number of working and street children will continue to grow. The first step 

involves re-orientation of the local authority‘s policies to ensure equitable 

distribution of resources and a more efficient provision of services and increased 

finance through investment and revenue. A second step focuses on targeted services 

provision and resources to street children and gangs and families in especially 

difficult circumstances (Mengiste, 1997, West, 2008). 

 

All suggested activities aimed at improving the living conditions of street children 

and gangs require resources. Local government authorities in developing countries 

are increasingly finding it difficult to provide services to all their residents, especially 

the urban poor. However, they have the opportunity of mobilizing both local and 

international resources, expanding local authority revenue and taxation base and 

devising alternative ways to provide services e.g. through forming partnerships with 

NGOs, the private sector and other stakeholders (Mengiste, 1997). Information 

generated through research is important as it enables local government authorities to 

know more about the situation, characteristics, feelings and problems in the everyday 

life of street children and gangs. This will ultimately lead to initiatives aimed at 

improving the living conditions of children in a more effective manner (Olowu, & 

Bamidele 1985). 
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Awareness campaigns are very important vehicles to help us better understand 

children on the streets and local government authorities to better respond to their 

needs. Awareness can be created through murals, animated cartoon vehicles, t-shirts, 

community forums and publications. Sectoral departments which do not directly deal 

with children but whose activities impact on children‘s lives have to be sensitized to 

understand the importance of their activities to children‘s well being (West, 2008). 

 

The phenomenon of street children in Dodoma has not been the subject of much 

research in the same way as in other areas of Tanzania particularly Dar es Salaam, 

Mwanza and Kilimanjaro region. Consequently there is little information about the 

number of children involved and little networking between the agencies (particularly 

local government authorities) supporting them. Whatever the actual number of street 

children there is a perception that the number of street children in Dodoma in 

increasing more rapidly than elsewhere in the country, and this is particular the cause 

for the concern (Consortium for street children, 2009). There are approximately 

3,000 street children today living in streets of Dodoma while available statistics 

indicate that in 1994 there were only 1,000 street children 

(http://www.aucegypt.edu/src/pdr/Research_Briefs/014 Maha Ghobashi.pdftfsearch
, 

2005:6). 

 

The study aimed at exploring challenges facing local government authorities in 

addressing the problem of street children. Ultimately, strategies by local government 

authorities with other agencies must rehabilitate street children in Dodoma, and 

initiatives to overcome challenges facing local government authorities in addressing 

the problem of street children should be the primary focus of all the local, regional as 
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well as international actors in their efforts to help the prevailing street children 

phenomenon. 

 

1.3 Statement of the Problem 

The generation and care of street children is increasingly becoming a problem to the 

Tanzanian society and especially in the urban areas. The generation of street children 

is mainly caused by poverty in some of households which fail to provide basic needs 

such as food and clothes, incidences of divorce that leads to decreased care of the 

children, orphans due to death of one or both parents caused by various causes 

including HIV/AIDS, rural - urban migration, and uncontrolled family sizes. These 

causes are interdependent and they sometimes act together (Nyoni, 2007). 

 

In Dodoma, the Tanzanian administrative capital has its share of street children. 

Even more alarming is that the rising number of working children is a new 

phenomenon in Tanzania. Although reliable statistics are rare, available information 

suggests that the number of street children remains extremely high. There are 

approximately 3,000 street children today living in streets of Dodoma while available 

statistics indicate that in 1994 there were only 1,000 street children. Gobashi (2005) 

 

The problem of street children seems to increase every year and according to the 

Consortium for street children (2009), the reported number of street children in 

Dodoma region was 1600. However, while the problem of street children is growing 

so fast, most of the urban authorities including Dodoma municipality do have little 

effort and poor plan to intervene with the problem due to lack of funds, 

stigmatization, lack of trust among the children, and poor working environment. 

Providing vocational training, institutional cooperation, involving family and 
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community and counseling to street children are some of strategies and initiatives 

that local government authorities in Dodoma Municipality to address the problem of 

street children (Dodoma Municipal Profile, 2012). 

 

With all the interventions, the problem of street children is still big and if allowed to 

exist, the incidences of poor attendance in schools, drug abuse, pick pockets and 

smuggling, occurrence of rapes and HIV/AIDS spread will persist. In totality, the 

problem of generation and care of street children is within the society itself and it is 

from this society and other stakeholders that the solution will be born. 

 

There is need to shift focus to challenges facing local government authorities  in 

addressing the problem of street children in Tanzania, particularly lack of funds, 

stigmatization, lack of trust among the children, and poor working environment and 

its implications on the prevalence and prolongation of street children incidence in 

Dodoma region, particularly the Dodoma Municipality. 

 

The purpose of this study was therefore to examine challenges facing local 

government authorities in addressing the problem of street children in Tanzania and 

to find out whether challenges facing local government authorities in addressing the 

problem of street children have been triggering prevalence of street children in 

Dodoma Municipality. The study intended to unravel the puzzle why despite efforts 

from other agencies like NGOs, parents and local communities, street children 

problem is still prevailing in Dodoma region especially in Dodoma Municipality. 
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1.4 Objectives of the study 

1.4.1 General Objective  

The general objective of this study was to assess the challenges facing local 

government authorities in addressing the problem of street children in the Dodoma 

Municipality. 

1.4.2 Specific Objectives 

Specifically the study sought; 

i. To determine the magnitude of the problem of street children in Dodoma 

Municipality  

ii. To examine the initiatives being undertaken by local government authorities 

in addressing the problem of street children  

iii. To identify social and economic challenges local  government authorities face 

in addressing the problem of street children 

 

1.5 Research Questions  

i. What is the magnitude of the problem of street children in Dodoma 

Municipality? 

ii. What are the initiatives that local government authorities have undertaken to 

address the problem of street children? 

iii. What are the social, economic and political challenges local government 

authorities faces so as to address the problem of street children? 

1.6 Significance of the Study 

The study has significance to knowledge, policy contribution and contribution to the 

best practice. For the case of knowledge contribution, the findings of the research 
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therefore are expected to contribute to the existing knowledge on street children 

especially with regard to the challenges facing local government authorities in 

addressing the problem of street children and measures to overcome these 

challenges. With respect to policy implications, the findings can assist policy makers 

and decision makers in formulating new strategies geared towards enhancing and 

combating the problem. Finally, as far as the issue of best practice is concerned, the 

findings of the study provide suggestions on what to be done at the level of 

organisation and society in order to decrease if not to wipe away the problem of 

street children. 

1.7 Scope of the Study 

The study was conducted in Dodoma Municipality because this area is identified as 

area of high street children concentration. The reason behind high concentration of 

street children probably are due to the fact that Dodoma Municipality is a fast 

growing area with large number of residents in central Tanzania. In additional, it was 

found convenient to conduct this study within Dodoma Municipality. 

1.8 Limitations of the Study  

Firstly, the study based only on one case study and thus, difficult to make 

generalization on recommendations for the majority of municipalities in the country. 

This limitation was overcome by incorporating a wide variety of local government 

authorities‘ leaders in the sample size. 

 

Second, budget constraints; a lot of costs were incurred in the whole process of 

research such as paying research assistants and stationeries. The time factor chosen 

for the completion of the study was too short and some of the procedures adopted 

lack clarity and understanding. This limitation was overcome by; the financial aspect 
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sought to limit the study, cost effective approach was used so as the researcher was 

able to consume effective minimal costs in accomplishing the task. Other 

unnecessary costs and expenses were rationally removed to support the completion 

of the study. 

 

Thirdly, time was almost the scarcest resource available; there were a lot of things to 

be achieved while time does not allow each and everything to be done so. 

Alternatively time management, commitment to the study and adherence of schedule 

of activities would help to meet deadlines and finally accomplishment of the study. 

 

Fourthly, research instruments; research questionnaires were applied by experience 

some of the respondents did not understand these questionnaires, however, the 

researcher made necessary clarifications where possible when administering the 

questionnaire. Moreover, some of the respondents were reluctant to return the 

questionnaire, the researcher made a closer follow-up. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Introduction  

This chapter is divided into five main sections, definition of key concepts, theoretical 

perspectives on street children, empirical review of literature, conceptual frame work 

and gaps in reviewed literature. 

2.2 Definition of key Concepts 

This section provides definitions of the terms of the study. The key terms provided 

below include; child, street children, and local authority. After definitions of key 

terms, again this section discusses an overview of street children in Africa. 

2.2.1 A Child 

A child is a person under the age of fourteen (14) years; provided that for the 

employment in hazardous sectors, child means a person under the age of eighteen 

(18) years. No person shall employ a child in employment, that is inappropriate for a 

person of that age and that places at risk the child’s well-being, education, physical 

or mental health or spiritual, moral or social development, (URT, 2004). 

 

A child is also defined as a person under the age of 18 years. (UN, 2005). In this 

study, the UN definition is taken as a working definition patterning to who is a child.  
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2.2.2 Street Children 

The most common definition of a street child or youth is ―any girl or boy who has 

not reached adulthood, for whom the street (in the broadest sense of the word, 

including unoccupied dwellings, wasteland, etc.) has become her or his habitual 

abode and/or sources of livelihood, and who is inadequately protected, supervised or 

directed by responsible adults‖ (Inter-NGO, 1985). This definition was formulated 

by Inter-NGOs in Switzerland in 1983. 

 

In the opinion of Aptekar (1994), street children are ―real street children‖. Known as 

homeless children in other literatures, children of the street refer to those children 

who live full-time independently in streets and they have broken off contact with 

their families (Raffaelli, 1997).  

 

In this study the term ―street children‖ is used to refer to children who work and/or 

sleep on the streets. Such children may or may not necessarily be adequately 

supervised or directed by responsible adults and include the two co-existing 

categories referred to by UNICEF as those ―on the street‖ and those ―of the street‖ 

(Lugalla, 1995:34). Other researchers identified these two categories amongst 

different street children populations (e.g. Dallape, 1987; Raffaelli, 1997; Panter-

Brick, 2002; Benitez, 2003; Dybicz, 2005). ―Street children‖ are homeless children 

who live and sleep on the streets in urban areas. They are totally on their own, living 

with other street children or homeless adult street people. On the other hand, ―Street 

children‖ earn their living or beg for money on the street and return home at night. 

They maintain contact with their families. This distinction is important since 

―children on the street‖ have families and homes to go to at night, whereas ―children 
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of the street‖ live on the streets and probably lack parental, emotional and 

psychological support normally found in parenting situations. 

 

2.2.3 Local Government Authorities  

Local government authorities are the collective term for local councils. You may also 

sometimes hear them referred to as local government. Local councils are made up of 

councilors (members) who are voted for by the public in local elections and paid 

council staff (officers) who deliver services (Ayuku, 2004). 

 

2.2.4 Street Children in Africa: An Overview 

Most of the available literature on street children as it relates to Africa indicates that 

the problem is not traditionally inherent with the African way of life. The problem is 

thus associated with the contact between Africa, including other developing parts of 

the world with the West through western education, free market economy and rapid 

socio-economic and political changes which have influenced government policies 

that invariably affect the other social sub-systems of the society like family, 

education, economy and the general community itself (Abari and Audu, 2013).  

 

For instance Liban Oromia; an Ethiopian opinion leader supports the above position 

that street children are victims of the misguided western system of education 

imposed on Africa as something good without question and so if not followed with 

job opportunities, it breeds street kids as there were no street kids in rural Africa 

(BBC News, June 9, 2006).  

 

The above argument is wholesomely shared by Kopoka (2000) that street children 

are products of free market economy where policies like structural adjustment 
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programmes have persistently impoverished several families; and education now 

emphasizes white collar jobs, which are also non-existent. Many families are thus 

going through a lot of instability and breakages leaving the children to survive on 

their own. At the community level, today‘s children are the responsibility of their 

parents not the community thus entrenching individualism as against communalism 

in the society. Wilmot (2007) on the other hand shares a different opinion that:  

 
The ills of Africa do not result from a curse by God, Satan or natural 

disaster. While European leaders steal from others to enrich their 

countries, Africans steal from their people to make Europe even more rich 

and powerful. Instead of murdering foreign enemies, African leaders 

slaughter their own citizens justifying the racism of their conquerors 

(Wilmot 2007:2).  

 

The academic guru (Wilmot) would rather dismiss the argument that it is Western 

education that breeds poverty with its attendant consequences on child abuse/neglect, 

homelessness, famine including street children. He attributes these social vices to 

corrupt leadership problem in Africa that:  

 
The billions secreted in foreign accounts by African leaders is a colossal loss for the 

continent’s impoverished population. It could have been used to build industry, 

schools, hospitals, roads, railways, houses and to produce food necessary to make 

famine a thing of the past as leaders have done in parts of Asia (Wilmot 2007:4).  

 

Wilmot therefore blames the problem(s) on the African leaders with the assistance 

from Western countries that have provided enabling ground for African leaders to 

continue to recapitalize Africa through money laundering. Consequently, as clarified 

further by Wilmot (2007:6) that:  

 
Emphasis on money laundering tends to be concentrated on funds for terrorism and 

drugs forgetting that corrupt African leaders have killed more of their own people 

than Al-Qeda have killed Americans and Europeans.  
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Wilmot has as such elaborated enough to show that destitute children are products of 

a country or region that has been bankrupted by corrupt and irresponsible leadership. 

He opines further that children that are supposed to be insurance against the vagaries 

of the future are however taken by some parents as burdens to be overcome due to 

poverty. He elaborates further that the suffering begins on the day of their child 

births when poor parents have to source for money to meet their immediate demands 

especially in Nigeria.  

 

Irrespective of whether or not the causes of street children in Africa can be traced to 

internal or external sources, what is fundamentally certain is that it is a Third World 

problem in general and African problem in particular. For instance in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo (DRC), street children are called ―maineanx‖ or ―sparrows‖; in 

Kenya, they are called ―chokora‖ and in Tanzania, they are called ―watoto wa 

mitaani‖ (BBC News, June 9, 2006). Another fundamental issue of consensus is that 

the problem is another dimension for child abuse which has equally attracted global 

attention.  

 

For instance, Reau d‘ Echanges dis projects des Rues Programmes enfavaveur des 

Enfants des Rues (i.e. Network of Exchanges and Programmes to help Street children 

(REPER) in their study conducted in year 2000 identified and classified the causes of 

street children into family, social, economic, political and others.  

 

The researchers are of the view that family causes include child abandonment, 

children who get orphaned as a result of war or HIV/AIDS, victims of rape, children 

of mentally ill, children who have been thrown out of the house after misbehaving 

etc. The social factors they argue could be children who run away from home when 

they later discover that their mother is a prostitute, their father a thief etc so they 
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separate from them because of such shameful acts. Sometimes, some handicapped 

children could be forced to beg or used as beggar assistants. Some of these children 

may find this act humiliating and will prefer to take to the street to find alternative 

survival strategies. They conclude that: economic causes have to do with famine, 

draught, child workers and those whose parents are incapable of sustaining them. 

Political causes on the other hand have to do with children who have fled from war 

massacre, boarder closures and end up on the street among several other factors.  

 

The BBC News magazine conducted a survey in June 2006 on the causes of street 

children in Africa and below is some of the responses across the Continent: Daniel 

Bassah from Ghana responded that street children result from rural urban drift. 

Onubot-Pepple Stella of Nigeria held that high level of poverty and bad governance 

are causes of street children in some countries while in others, it is caused by 

persistent wars. Ernest Chi, an American based Sierra-Leonian shares the view that 

street children are victim of mistreatment. Another Sierra-Leonean, Sigmund Wilson 

responded that street children are victims of wars perpetuated by politicians who 

insist on having firm grip of power at all cost and engage in mismanagement of 

national wealth. This position was also canvassed in that study by another Nigerian; 

Ashipa James Olashupo that leaders loot money that should have gone into 

development of educational institutions, as well as other cultural practices like 

polygamy and lack of family planning (Abari and Audu; 2013).  

 

In another similar interview conducted by Newswatch Magazine in November 1991, 

causes of street children were discovered to include deception about better economic 

and living opportunities in the city, abandonment, truancy, family hostility, broken 

homes etc. This last point has been corroborated by Foxcroft (2007) that majority of 
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children in Akwa Ibom are on the streets because they are orphans whose step 

mothers brand them as ―witches‖ or ―wizards‖ and cast them on the streets. 

 

Ebigbo (2003) on the other hand believes that religious practices in northern Nigeria 

tend to push children on the streets (almajaris) as a strict form of child upbringing to 

acquire religious training from their Islamic instructors. On another account, the 

scholar reports further that some parents also send their children (daughters) on the 

street to make enough money for their mothers to buy household goods for them 

when they marry.  

 

Similarly, Wazed (2007) discovered in Dhaka, Bangladesh that street children can be 

attributed to both push and pull factors that are all related to poverty. Factors like 

polygamy, natural calamities, unemployment, patriarchy etc were the major causes of 

the problem. In the same way Campbell and Ntsabane (1995) also discovered that 

poverty, parental neglect and harassment at the home front were the major factors 

that account for children taking to the street in Gaborone, Botswana.  

 

From the foregoing elaboration, we can clearly attest to the fact that the problem of 

street children is rampant in Third World countries but the rate is particularly higher 

in Africa. In Tanzania, the situation has taken a high toll that all the metropolitan 

cities now harbour numerous street children. The available literature on the causes of 

street children attribute the problem to religious, political, cultural, familial, 

corruption and economic factors. 
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2.2.5 Local government authorities and Provision of Services for Children’s 

Well-being in Africa 

According to Ochola (1996), local government authorities should ensure the 

availability of basic services in low-income urban neighbourhoods, particularly those 

that have a bearing on the lives of street children. However, the structure of local 

government authorities in most African countries lacks direct involvement in issues 

regarding street children and gangs (Ochola 1996). In this regard, local government 

authorities need to re-define their structures to make provision for children and in 

particular street children and gangs. This is because the local government is the level 

of government best equipped to assess and understand local needs and mobilize local 

resources to address such needs (Ochola 1996). 

 

Local government focuses on the administration of local problems and serves as a 

means of bringing the government to the people. As the agents of the central 

government, local government authorities operate within the framework provided by 

the central government through the relevant ministry dealing with local government 

or the department of local government or through an act of parliament. For instance, 

in Kitwe, Zambia, the Kitwe City Council is responsible for the development of the 

city and is mandated by an act of parliament, which provides that the council has the 

role ―to interpret and implement national development policies as they affect the 

totality of Kitwe‖ (Nyirenda, 1997). Hence, the council is responsible for the 

provision of urban basic services such as housing, education and health services to its 

residents. These services ameliorate urban poverty and are essential for the creation 

of an environment conducive to children‘s welfare in the city (Nyirenda, 1997). 
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Accordingly, local government authorities have a major role to play in improving the 

living conditions of children in general and in particular children from marginalized 

urban areas, who include street children and gangs. The main framework for 

improving the living conditions of children is set out in the UN Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, which has set out four broad areas: survival, development, 

protection and participation. Being ‗states parties‘ to the Convention, member 

countries are required to produce country reports to furnish the monitoring 

Committee on the progress of children‘s rights (UNICEF, 2005). 

 

Subsequently, most countries have formulated National Plans of Action for Children, 

or what is also referred to as Situational Analysis of Women and Children. This 

report provides a framework of programmes and actions that can be undertaken by 

the government and other actors in upholding the basic rights of all children, 

including CEDCs of which street children constitute a significant part. The National 

Plans of Action identify maternal health and child care, basic education, food 

security and nutrition, water and sanitation, and family welfare as some of the key 

areas that can be addressed. Since local government authorities are the ones entrusted 

with the responsibility of urban development, the National Plan of Action for 

Children provides a crucial entry point for them to address the problem of street 

children and gangs (UNICEF, 2005).  

 

In view of this, there are two possible levels of intervention by local government 

authorities; first, through working with the affected children directly, and secondly, 

by providing preventive services and programmes through working with the 

community where the children come from. Primarily, the latter involves the 

provision of urban basic services and infrastructure such as water, sanitation, waste 
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management, housing programmes, employment generation, provision of day care 

centres, schools, health care facilities, supply of land and guaranteeing its tenure and 

arbitration of disputes concerning ownership rights and landlord-tenant relations. 

This means a departure from policies and programmes which outlaw slum and 

squatter settlements as illegal, to those which regularize and provide the necessary 

infrastructure and services, rather than evictions. All these are significant steps in 

alleviating urban poverty, and by extension the situation of street children and gangs 

(UMP, 2000). 

 

Although central governments control the power and resources available to local 

governments, the current global trend of decentralization is shifting the roles and 

responsibilities for social development and implementation to local governments. 

Regarding children, the Habitat Agenda stresses the importance of this role, where 

governments, including local government authorities, are required to integrate youth 

concerns into all relevant national, sub-national and local policies. Currently local 

governments are gaining a more strategic position in urban development issues. 

Some of these are: 

 

Firstly, local governments are strategically placed to coordinate and integrate actions 

of NGOs, CBOs, and the private sector, religious and voluntary institutions who are 

involved in providing welfare services within their municipalities. In many African 

countries often, these actions are carried out in isolation, thus failing to maximum 

impact (UMP, 2000). 

 

Secondly, local governments‘ institutional capacity to mobilize and manage 

resources is also increasing in light of their changing roles. They can use this 

capacity to develop funding sources for grass-root organizations, provide staff 
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training and develop training materials for street children rehabilitation. They can 

also draw from abundant services of volunteers such as school leavers, university 

students, religious organizations, professional associations (e.g. doctors, nurses, 

teachers associations etc.) and members of the public and direct their services to 

benefit street children. The volunteers may offer their time and resources in assisting 

programmes rehabilitating street children and gangs (UMP, 2000). 

 

Thirdly, it is also increasingly recognized that civil-society initiatives at the local 

level by NGOs and CBOs require local government support in order to have 

maximum impact. For instance, local government authorities naturally have many 

resources such as health centres, schools, social halls and other recreational facilities. 

The rehabilitation process of street children and gangs requires these resources, 

which NGOs and other grass-root lack (UMP, 2000). 

 

2.2.5.1 Street Children in the Contexts of Tanzania 

In Tanzania, the phenomenon of street children in cities and towns is also attributed 

to the advantages of economies of scale that these towns offer, which are water, 

electricity, business and marketing infrastructure opportunities. The rural areas of 

Tanzania lack in those amenities. Further, the family institution in Tanzania is going 

through a lot of upheavals. Fewer and fewer children have stable and loving family 

environments. Many families have broken up with children left to fend for 

themselves. Many families are increasingly characterized by absent parents, 

alcoholism and domestic violence (Kopoka, 2000). A study carried out by the Social 

Welfare Department in 1991 revealed an ever increasing number of street children in 

Tanzania. There were 259 full time and 520 part-time street children in Moshi and 

Arusha Regions, and the number in Bukoba town was 300 during that year. From 
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that time, other studies have also revealed that the number of street children is 

increasing, despite various efforts to curb the phenomenon. For example, UNICEF 

(1992) showed that the number of street children has increased more than tenfold 

since 1991. Omari (1994) estimated that there were about 2000 to 4000 street 

children in Tanzania between 1994 and 1995, and during that time, Dar es Salaam 

alone was estimated to have over 2000 fulltime street children. Even though these 

figures have been contested (Khaday, 1993), a tangible evidence that the problem of 

street children is on the increase in the country is acknowledged in a report prepared 

by The National Programme of Action (NPA) (1993) on child survival protection 

and development in Tanzania (NCC/CSPA, 1993). 

 

2.3 Theories Underlying Street Children 

This section discusses various theories underlying the objectives of this study. A 

number of theories have been reviewed critically with the aim of laying the 

theoretical frame work of this study. These theories include; the social capacity 

theory, the theory of household decision-making, and structural functionalist 

approach. 

 

2.3.1 The Social Capital Theory 

The social capital theory offers a beginning point in the theoretical analysis of the 

street children phenomenon in Tanzania. This theory draws a correlation between 

family structure and home-leaving. Coleman (1988) defines social capital as 

resources which "inheres in the structure of relations between actors and among 

actors…..and is productive, making possible the achievement of certain ends that in 

its absence would not be possible" (p.98). For a child to have access to other 
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resources in the society, the family of the child should possess some social capital, 

which should be accessible to the child. Coleman further posits that: 

 
The social capital of the family is the relationship between children and 

parents. That is, if the human capital possessed by the parents is not 

complemented by social capital embodied in family relations, it is 

irrelevant to the child's educational growth that the parent has a great 

deal, or a small amount of human capital (p. 110). 

 

The social capital of a child should include the synergy of the family social capital 

and community social capital. Coleman (1988) refers to family social capital as the 

relationships between parents and their children, which encompass the time, efforts, 

resources and energy that parents invest in their children. In contrast, community 

social capital represents the family‘s interactions and relationships with the 

surrounding community. Here, the community encompasses both residents and local 

social institutions, including schools and other non formal systems of support. 

Coleman (1990) further contends that ―unlike other forms of capital, social capital 

inheres in the structure of relations between persons and among persons. It is logged 

neither in individuals nor in physical implements of production‖ (p. 302). 

 

Thus, the family structure becomes the important component in the transmission of 

the social benefits to its members. The importance of social capital theory in 

providing a firm theoretical basis for understanding the delinquency among children 

has been offered by Hagan and McCarthy (1997). They contend that, the focus of 

social capital theory on institutional sources, which includes work, family, school, 

neighbourhood, and community, provides an important insight to the explanation of 

crime and delinquency among children. Hagan and McCarthy (1997) link a lack of 

social capital in the family to the youth becoming homeless and, while on the street, 

to their participation in criminal conduct. 
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To link this theory to the phenomenon of street children in Tanzania, this study first 

explores some theoretical assumptions from Coleman‘s assertions. Coleman (1990) 

contends that family capital investment in children is to ensure their access to other 

forms of social capital. Wright, et al (2001) further posits that; 

 

A family will invest time, effort, and resources in its children with the goal 

to forge an intergenerational link that embeds the youth into relationships 

of mutual trust and obligation what Coleman refers to as closure. Coleman 

makes explicit reference to certain, but not all, potential outcomes 

associated with family investment (p. 3). 

 

Investments in children according to Coleman should yield some positive futuristic 

benefits to the child. Wright et al., (2001), assert that, if families are committed 

towards the education of their children, the likely results will not only be success in 

the educational enterprise of the children, but will also reduce the tendency of the 

children being delinquent. 

 

Children with little or no social capital are bound to leave their nesting home in 

search of a better life and other avenues of comfort. In the case of street children 

based on some assertions made above, one can conclude that the lack of social 

capital within the children's cycle of existence is a major catalytic causality of their 

decision to leaving their nesting homes. 

2.3.2 Theory of Household Decision-Making 

This theory tries to show how street children and child labourers can be obtained and 

initiated by the decisions of the families and households. Brown, et al (2002) begins 

with a discussion of the supply-side determinants of street children and child labour. 

First, they consider the theory of household decision-making in a perfectly 
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competitive context; they turn to consider several market imperfections that impact 

households along with empirical evidence supporting the relevance of these market 

failures in determining child labour and street children. 

 

This theory was also developed and explained by Generic Becker (1981) and is a 

type of household decision theory such as the one articulated by Rosenzweig and 

Evanson (1977), Pörtner (2001) and summarized by Schultz (1997) which assumes 

that, the household acts to maximize utility, which is a function of the number of 

children, the schooling per child, the leisure time per child, the leisure of the parents, 

and a composite consumption good. These goods are produced using a composite 

commodity purchased in the market place and the time of household members. The 

time inputs to produce the composite consumption goods can be supplied by the 

mother or by the children. Household income can be earned by selling goods 

produced in a household enterprise or by working as a wage labourer. Inputs to the 

production of the household enterprise goods include physical assets owned by the 

family and by parent and child labour. Markets for labour, goods, and capital are 

taken to be perfectly competitive, at least initially. The husband allocates time 

between market work and leisure; the mother allocates time among market work, 

child rearing, and home production; and children allocate time among market work, 

education, leisure, and home production. 

This theory is significant since in many families and households, children are taken 

as the capital and producers of the family by participating in households‘ efforts 

toward income and material wealth generation, through the decisions in households. 
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2.3.3 Structural Functionalist Approach  

This theory was founded by the British Philosopher; Herbert Spencer (1820- 1903). 

The structural functionalist perspective looks at the society as a living organism in 

which each part of the organism contributes to its survival (Schaefer, 2003). The 

approach further emphasizes the way in which the parts of a society are structured to 

maintain its stability. It focuses on the functions of consciousness and the way 

consciousness helps people adapt to their environment. 

 

From the approach above, Schaefer suggests that; there are different structures within 

the society which are responsible to street children, for instance, the Local 

government authorities and other related institutes like NGOs and health centers. The 

local government authorities are entitled with the power to collect and manage the 

resources available and make sure that they are equally redistributed. Therefore, 

these street children will also benefit from the resources that surround them. 

2.4 Empirical Literature Review  

This part examines the earlier literature pertaining to the study area which will enable 

us to identify the gap and the direction of our study. The studies are broadly 

classified into two. They are international and national studies. 

2.4.1 International Studies 

There are an estimated 150 million street children in the world and 250,000 in Kenya 

(Abdelgalil, 2004; UNCRC Report, 44th Session – Kenya). In Kenya, street children 

are overwhelmingly boys with an average age of 13 (Ali, 2004; Ayuku, 2004; 

Densley, 2000; Le Roux, 1996; Seth, 2005; Suda, 1997). The adoption of street life 

among children in Eldoret is progressive. Extreme urban poverty is the primary 

driving force behind children leaving school and taking to the streets. Other family-
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level factors, such as the engagement of the mother in illicit brewing, a caregiver 

becoming sick, or the lack of guidance and support by the family also push children 

onto the streets in Eldoret (Mercer, 2009). 

 

It has been shown in Brazil and Nairobi, Kenya that the majority of street children 

come from homes headed by single mothers (Abdelgalil, 2004; Suda, 1997). In 

Ayuku‘s study in Eldoret, 46% of children ‗on the street‘ live with one parent, 25% 

with both parents, and 17% with other relatives. 78.6% of children ‗on the street‘ 

maintain daily contact with their mother and 66.7% maintain daily contact with their 

father. For children ‗of the street‘, 35.1% maintain daily contact with their mother 

and 21.2% maintain daily contact with their father. Ayuku hypothesizes that while 

children ‗of the street‘ receive much of their support from their street peers, children 

‗on the street‘ ―owe loyalty to their female maintain some modicum of stability in 

their lives‖ (Ayuku, 2004). 

 

In study conducted by Newswatch Magazine in November 1991, causes of street 

children were discovered to include deception about better economic and living 

opportunities in the city, abandonment, truancy, family hostility, broken homes etc. 

This last point has been corroborated by Foxcroft (2007) that majority of children in 

Akwa Ibom are on the streets because they are orphans whose step mothers brand 

them as ―witches‖ or ―wizards‖ and cast them on the streets. 

 

Ebigbo (2003) on the other hand believes that religious practices in northern Nigeria 

tend to push children on the streets (almajaris) as a strict form of child upbringing to 

acquire religious training from their Islamic instructors. On another account, the 

scholar reports further that some parents also send their children (daughters) on the 
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street to make enough money for their mothers to buy household goods for them 

when they marry.  

 

Similarly, Wazed (2007) discovered in Dhaka, Bangladesh that street children can be 

attributed to both push and pull factors that are all related to poverty. Factors like 

polygamy, natural calamities, unemployment, patriarchy etc were the major causes of 

the problem. In the same way Campbell and Ntsabane (1995) also discovered that 

poverty, parental neglect and harassment at the home front were the major factors 

that account for children taking to the street in Gaborone, Botswana.  

 

Ethiopia counts one of the largest populations of orphans in the world: 13 per cent of 

children throughout the country are missing one or both parents. This represents an 

estimated 4.6 million children - 800,000 of whom were orphaned by HIV/AIDS. The 

country has seen a steady increase in the number of children becoming orphaned 

because of AIDS. In the past, famine, conflict and other diseases were the main 

factors that claimed the lives of parents. 

 

UNICEF, in partnership with federal and regional HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control 

Offices, as well as government ministries, is responding to the needs of orphans and 

vulnerable children in Ethiopia through collaborations with non-governmental 

organizations, and youth and community-based organizations. There are around 

10,000 Anti-AIDS Clubs in the country, and UNICEF Ethiopia sees these 

partnerships as the most efficient way to reach children who are infected or affected 

by HIV/AIDS. The above quotation is according to Sabine Dolan contributed to this 

report from New York in, (http://www.umcef.org^infobycountry/ethiopia 30783 

.html.2005:1). 
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UNICEF is also trying to reduce children's vulnerability to HIV by ensuring that they 

have access to their rights to health, education, equality and protection. Children 

have become the most vulnerable and most prone group to be infected with HIV. 

This is particularly true of adolescent girls and young women - those aged 15-24 -

who constitute between 40 and 50 per cent of all new infections. "The Street has 

been my home since I can remember. It has been more than one year since I moved 

here (Bahr Dar) and all this time, I have not seen one good thing about living on the 

street. Everything is horrible," says 14-year-old Mandefro Kassa, who grew up as an 

orphan on the streets of Woreta, a provincial town in Ethiopia. The above quotation 

is according to Sabine Dolan contributed to the report from New York in 

http://www.umcef.org/iffobycountry/ethiopia_30783.html.2 

 

In Nairobi, Kenya, "at least 30,000 homeless children roam the city. This destitute 

population is expecting to grow at an estimated rate of 10 percent annually. In 

Nairobi, Street children spend their days begging, scavenging, sniffing glue and 

engaging in petty theft".  

 

Rosa, de Sousa, and Ebrahim (1992) obtained physical and mental health data and 

tested 80 Brazilian street children from 9 to 18 years of age. They found that 82% of 

the children left home for economic reasons. Once on the streets, the children 

contributed half or more of what they earned to their families-hardly a sign of family 

discord. 

 

In a study of 55 Nigerian street children under age 15 who were begging for a living, 

Ojanuga (1990) found that the children were on the streets because their families 

were poor and needed the money they earned. Indeed, 80% of children still lived 

with their families, and many of the children begged with them. 

http://www.umcef.org/iffobycountry/ethiopia_30783.html.2
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After interviewing 1,000 children on the streets in Bombay, Patel (1990) claimed the 

major reason for street children was not poverty but family violence. Another Indian 

study, this one of child porters (children under age 14 working and living without 

family support), showed that although poverty was a significant aspect of the 

children being on the streets, family discord was the major problem (Subrahmanyarn 

& Sondhi, 1990). 

 

Often studies cite more than one reason for the origins of street children. For 

example, the same study of Brazilian street children that found economic reasons to 

be the major reason for children being on the streets also noted that it was twice as 

common to have fathers absent from the homes of street children as it was to have 

fathers absent from those of the control group of poor working children (Rosa, de 

Sousa, & Ebrahim, 1992). Other studies have emphasized the deleterious effects of 

stepfathers who abuse their stepchildren (Holinsteiner & Tacon, 1983; Tacon, 1981a, 

1981b). De Pineda et al. (1978), after conducting a UNICEF-sponsored demographic 

study of street children in Colombia, estimated that slightly more than a third (36%) 

of the children left home because of poverty, 27% because of family breakdown, and 

another 20% because of physical abuse or neglect. 

 

2.4.2 National Level Studies 

A census conducted by Mkombozi in 2003 revealed that children and youth continue 

to migrate to the towns in search of the employment and opportunities. Following the 

census conducted in June, 2003 by Mkombozi, the findings were that, there are 1416 

street children in Moshi; that is 457 girls and 959 boys and 2103 street children in 

Arusha; 662 being girls and 1441 boys. The study further indicates that more than 

54% of street children are actually over 15 years of age. 
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More surprisingly, the census report conducted by Mkombozi in 2003 indicates that; 

the number of out- of- school children in both Moshi and Arusha have increased 

significantly despite the Primary Education Development Plan to achieve Universal  

Primary Education. The number of children over the age of 14 who are not attending 

primary, secondary or any other further form of education is a remarkable 352 in 

Arusha and Moshi as well. 

 

The census moreover indicates that there are a significant number of children 489 in 

Moshi and 565 in Arusha who spend time in the street in the course of normal and 

legitimate activities. This group has increase by 66% in Moshi over the past two 

years and by 54% in Arusha. There is a close association of life in the streets with 

crime, delinquency, robbery, theft and drug use (Attaide, 1993, Campos et al., 1994, 

Olivera et al, 1992).  

 

Libent (2003) conducted a study on Community Attitudes towards Street Children in 

Dar es Salaam. His study revealed that communities around street children 

considered street children as poor, immoral and social unfit. 

 

Another study by Elliott (2013) on Effectiveness of Nongovernmental Organizations 

in the Rehabilitation of Street Children – from Selected NGOs in Dar es Salaam 

revealed that Communities neighbouring the NGOs are uncooperative in lending a 

helping hand in rehabilitating the children. The NGOs that are keeping and 

rehabilitating the children are deemed to be creating problems to the neighbouring 

communities. Through this unfounded fear, the communities absolve themselves 

from collective responsibilities expected of them to help in rehabilitating the 

children. The NGOs employ various strategies in rehabilitating street children. 
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Further, there is very minimal support from the Government in all processes 

pertaining to street children rehabilitation. 

 

In a study on Street Children Identification and Capacitation in Songea Municipal 

Council, Ruvuma Region by Nyoni (2007) it was found that poverty is the major 

cause of street children followed by divorce and orphanage in the study area. The 

results seem to agree with the real situation in the study area because the average 

annual income per person is Tshs. 250,000.00 and about 38.7% of people in the 

study area earn below Tshs. 1,000.00 per day which is below poverty line (Songea 

Town Council Data analysis Report 2004:29). As a result most marriages are not 

stable and this produces more incidences of divorce. Death toll in the study area was 

about 535 in 2005 and HIV/AIDs contributed about 92 (17.2%), (Songea Town 

Council HIMS Registers 2005: Book 2). This results into more orphanages from 

HIV/AIDs victims. 

 

In terms of gender dimensions of vulnerability, girls in the streets are in a lot more 

danger than boys. A Tanzanian study by ILO/IPEC showed that most girls working 

on the streets had experienced sexual abuse (ILO/IPEC, 2001). Similarly Evans 

(2002:59) found that, a street girl is in a lot more danger than a boy. Many women at 

the bus stand are raped.  However, young boys living on the streets are also 

vulnerable to sexual exploitation. A focus group discussion with street children in 

Mbeya Municipality elicited that younger boys engaged in sex for protection while 

others were raped by older men or older boys in the streets (Amury, 2004). 

 

It is indicated therefore that street children rarely use health services in times of 

illness. This is so because of the cost of services and unfriendly attitudes of health 

workers. Street children prefer to buy medicines from the local shops and pharmacies 
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because it is cheap and serves time, thereby allowing them to focus on income- 

earning activities (Amury & Komba, 2010).  

 

In a 2008 survey (Smeaton, 2009) in Mwanza, Tanzaniaʼs second largest city, 

revealed that there are over 400 children on the streets. Results from Mkomboziʼs 

2010 census show that there has been a reduction in the numbers of children and 

youths living full-time on the streets in Arusha but that numbers of children and 

youths living full-time on the streets in Moshi has increased (Mkombozi, 2011). 

 

2.5 Knowledge Gap 

The literature cited indicates that substantial research on street children has been 

conducted in Tanzania and elsewhere. The researches have mainly been on the 

causes of street children, (Kopoka, 2000); the general problems of street children 

(Mrutu, 2001); what is needed to be done to curb the problem (Mwakahesya, 1996); 

community attitudes towards street children (Libent, 2003); copying strategies of 

street children and legal rights and the protection of street children in Tanzania (Sala 

and Henry, 1997). Salient in most of these researchers is that children are on the 

streets because of poverty, family conflicts, community apathy and the absence of 

legal and or institutional frameworks to protect vulnerable children. What is apparent 

is lack of credible information of how effective have the local government authorities  

(and their challenges) been in rehabilitating street children. This study is based on a 

study that attempted to address this knowledge gap in Tanzania. 
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2.6 Conceptual Framework of the Study 

This section proposes a conceptual framework within which the notion of challenges 

facing local government authorities in addressing the problem of street children is 

treated in this work. It is arrived at basing on the System‘s theory Input-Output 

model advanced by Ludwig Von Bertalanffy in 1956. The selection of the model is 

based on the belief that, the quality of input invariably affects quality of output in 

this case rehabilitation of street children (Acato, 2006) as illustrated in Figure 1.1. 

The conceptual framework that guided this study is presented pictorially in the 

Figure 1.1 below: 
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Figure 1.1: Conceptual Framework of the Study 

Source: Developed by Researcher, 2014 

 

Fig 1.1 shows the linkage between different categorical challenges facing local 

government authorities in addressing the problem of street children and rehabilitation 

of street children. It shows that rehabilitation of street children as a dependent 

variable is related to the independent variables, which are personal variables, 

community variables, socio – economic aspects, social – cultural aspects, family 

characteristics, single parenthood, political factors, and gender issues. If the personal 

variables are neutralized community variables are treated well, socio – economic 

aspects are well balanced, social – cultural aspects are not biased, family 
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characteristics are suitable, single parenthood is minimized, political factors consider 

public interests, and gender issues are treated equally, then rehabilitation of street 

children endeavor is likely to be achieved and if the above factors are set in such a 

way that can trigger and promote street children, then rehabilitation of street children 

will be in vain. 

 

The researcher also identified some intermediate/extraneous variables, which may 

affect rehabilitation of street children, these include, good community support, good 

government support, good parent support, sound education, and sensitization among 

many. These variables are part of the input and process explained in the Ludwig‘s 

Input-Output model. They play a role in bringing out the output, which is 

rehabilitation of street children. If these variables are not controlled, they may 

interfere with the results of the study. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents the research methodology and gives details of how the research 

was conducted. The chapter therefore presents the study design, study area, 

population of study, sample size, sampling procedure, data collection methods and 

analysis, anticipated constraints and ethical considerations. 

 

3.2 Research Design  

A research design is defined as a program that guides the investigator in the process 

of collecting, analyzing and interpreting observation which specifically talks about 

both the qualitative and quantitative research designs (Nachimia et al, 1976). A 

research design is an arrangement of conditions for collection and analysis of data in 

a manner that aims to combine relevance to the research purposes with economy in 

procedure (Kothari, 2004). 

 

The study used a case study research design. The reasons as to why a case study is 

selected is that this design allows a detailed or in depth information relating to the 

topic under study, but mainly it is due to, 

1. A case study is based on a single area and not more than that since this study 

was conducted in Dodoma Municipality. 

2. A case study has a triangulation advantages in which several data collection 

methods like an Interview, Questionnaire and Focus Group Discussion were 

used. 
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Hence, the case study approach is considered a suitable design in getting a viable 

and reliable data from sources, it also minimizes costs and time, this type of research 

design helped the researcher to obtain individual interpretation on the subject matter, 

the researcher that gave a basis for conclusion and recommendation. The study 

adopted both qualitative and quantitative methods of investigation. 

 

3.3 Research Approach 

This research was developed from the mixed methods approach point of view. This 

approach allowed the use of both quantitative and qualitative methods in data 

collection and analysis. The purpose of selecting this approach was to try to use the 

compatibility between qualitative and quantitative methods in order to give a 

complete and better outcome. Therefore the two, qualitative and quantitative 

methods, were used for the purpose of complementing each other (Dabbs, 1982:32; 

Chung, 2000). 

 

3.4 Study Area 

The study was conducted in the Dodoma Municipality mainly because it is the 

Capital city of our Tanzania and is one of the rapidly growing cities in the country. 

According to the study conducted by a nongovernmental in Dodoma in 2006, the 

estimated number of street children was 1670 children where 720 were girls and 950 

were boys (DMC, 2012). This increasing number of street children around several 

areas and streets in Dodoma municipal may be due to the geographical nature of the 

area. Dodoma depends on little amount of rainfall between early December and 

April, as a result most farmers practice traditional agriculture. Being semi-arid and 

the fact that most people in the region depend on agriculture for survival, has been 
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one of the factors leading to poverty and lack of basic needs as an outcome. They 

cannot send their children to school hence children find themselves being pushed 

into the streets. 

3.5 Sample and Sampling Procedures 

3.5.1 Stratified Sampling 

This study used stratified sampling to obtain its samples. In the stratified random 

sampling usually the population is divided into two or relevant and significant strata 

based on one or a number of attributes. Stratified sampling method was used to 

ensure that different groups of population are adequately represented in a sample so 

as to increase their level of accuracy when estimating parameters (Kothari, 

2004:188). Levin (2005) points out that, one of the advantages of using stratified 

sampling is that when they are properly designed they more accurately reflect the 

characteristics of the population from which they are chosen. The study employed 

random sampling in selection of street children and parents/guardians. 

 

3.5.2 Purposive Sampling  

Purposive sampling was also adopted in this study. Levin (2005) suggests that; in 

purposive sampling or judgment sampling, personal knowledge and opinion are used 

to identify the term from the population that are to be included in the sample. A 

sample selected by judgment is based on someone‘s expertise about the population. 

Purposively therefore, this study included the local government authorities officials 

to obtain necessary data for this study. 

 



 

41 
 

3.5.3 Sample Size 

Kothari (2004) explains sample size as such it refers to the number of items to be 

selected from the universe to constitute a sample. He further argues that, a sample 

size should neither be excessively large nor too small. It should be optimum. 

However, it must fulfill the requirements of efficiency, representativeness, reliability 

and flexibility. 

 

Saunders et al (2000) suggest that minimum of 30 respondents to be included in a 

sample for sampling precisions. This study therefore, used a sample of 105 

respondents in the following distribution manner; 

Respondents Number of respondents 

Street children  20 

Municipal officials  15 

Ward officials 

Kizota 

Madukani 

Uhuru 

Ipagala  

 

15 

15 

15 

15 

Street leaders  5 

Parents  10 

Total 105 

 

3.6 Data Collection Techniques 

This study obtained its data mainly from two sources; that is both primary and 

secondary sources of data. 

3.6.1 Primary Sources of Data 

Primary data is information gathered directly from the respondents. It involves 

creating ―new data‖. Data is collected from existing sources (Kombo and Tromp, 
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2006). The researcher gathered primary data from the respondents through semi 

structured interviews and questionnaires. 

 

3.6.2 Secondary Sources of Data 

This kind of data is neither collected directly by the user of specifically for the user. 

It involves data that has already been collected by someone else. This is often 

referred to as desk research (Kombo and Tromp, 2006). The researcher obtained 

secondary data for this study through documentary evidence from both published and 

unpublished sources; they were reviewed and analyzed in relation to this study. Other 

data were obtained from different books, journals, brochures, pamphlets and other 

documents related to this study from the libraries as well as online. 

 

3.7 Data Collection Instruments 

The study employed a triangulation method which involved the use of a combination 

of different methods of data collection. It is accepted that all data collection methods 

have strengths and weaknesses as Shipman (1992: 172) observed that, no single 

technique is necessarily to any other, what is certain is that they all have 

shortcomings and if used alone are likely to give undependable results.  

 

3.7.1 Interview  

This method was used to solicit information from respondents. It enabled 

respondents to express and exchange their views on the imperfection on the cashew 

marketing system in Tanzania. The qualitative research interview seeks to describe 

the meanings of central themes in the life world of the subjects. The main task in 

interviewing is to understand the meaning of what the interviewees say. A qualitative 
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research interview seeks to cover both a factual and a meaning level, though it is 

usually more difficult to interview on a meaning level (Kvale, 1996:5-6). Interviews 

are particularly useful for getting the story behind a participant‘s experiences.  

 

The interviewer can pursue in-depth information around the topic. Interviews may be 

useful as follow up to certain respondents to questionnaires, for example to further 

investigate their responses (McNamara, 1999:1). This involves the oral or vocal 

questioning technique or discussion. In an interview, the researcher becomes the 

interviewer and the respondent from the sample is the interviewed. This technique 

involves face to face interaction between individuals leading to self report.  

 

In this study, the researcher, in order to obtain relevant information for this study, 

interviewed two groups of respondents, who are the key informants and they are 

twenty street children and ten parents. The kind of interview however was semi-

structured interview. This allowed respondents to freely respond to issues related to 

the subject. 

 

Interview guide 

It is a more structured approach in getting information than the informal 

conversational interview although there is still quite a bit of flexibility in its 

composition. The ways that questions are potentially worded depend upon the 

researcher who is conducting the interview. Therefore, one of the obvious issues with 

this type of interview is the lack of consistency in the way research questions are 

posed because researcher can interchange the way he or she poses them. With that in 

mind, the respondents may not consistently answer the same question(s) based on 

how they were posed by the interviewer. 
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The strength of this approach is the ability of the researcher to ensure that the same 

general areas of information are collected from each interviewee. This provides more 

focus than the conversational approach, but still allows a degree of freedom and 

adaptability in getting information from the interviewee. 

 

3.7.2 Questionnaire 

A questionnaire is defined as a document containing questions and other types of 

items designed to solicit information appropriate to analysis (Babbie, 1990:377). 

Questionnaire is generally used in survey research, experiments and other modes of 

observation. The use of the questionnaire or a set of questions is a simpler process in 

the research. The research questions are firmly constructed to receive answers related 

to the chosen variables for analysis. These are commonly used in survey research to 

gather information from large samples. Since it can be mass produced easily and 

inexpensively and distributed widely in person or through the mail, they are useful 

for reaching large samples (Frey et al, 1991:193). 

 

This was used as a tool for data collection from 60 respondents to generate 

information needed in this study. The questionnaire was administered face-to-face in 

which the interviewer asked the interviewee questions and recorded the responses. 

This was mainly used for a purpose of obtaining information from different 

respondents which enabled the researcher to code and tabulate the respondents‘ 

answers easily. The structured questionnaires were used to shorten time and achieve 

the purpose/aim. It was administered effectively to a group of individuals. The 

respondents with whom questionnaires used were the officials from the local 

government authorities and other stakeholders including street leaders, religious 

leaders and NGOs‘ leaders. 
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3.7.3 Focus Group Discussion  

A focus group is a form of qualitative research in which a group of people are asked 

about their perceptions, opinions, beliefs, and attitudes towards a product, service, 

concept, advertisement, idea, or packaging (Henderson, 2009). Questions are asked 

in an interactive group setting where participants are free to talk with other group 

members (ibid). There were four groups (one group from each ward). Each group 

consisted of seven people/street children. As suggested in Krueger (2000) a focus 

group discussion must comprise 5 to 10 people so as to have effective and 

participatory group discussion. 

 

The first phase of qualitative data was FGDs conducted on groups that were 

randomly selected from cohorts of panel survey represented by age and sex. The 

ethnic mix of the FGDs based on proportional representation at the community level. 

Discussion groups comprised of street children based on variables highlighted in the 

preceding paragraph. 

 

These FGDs included respondents who were not interviewed and not among the 

sample used during questionnaire administration. This provided additional 

informational on community - level attributes of street children. The FGDs focused 

on gender relations at household level as fertility decision-making and fertility 

decision making implementing individuals and partners, and other aspects on causes 

of street children and measures to curb the problem. Even though information has 

been collected on these issues using questionnaires survey, the FGDs enabled 

participants to freely express themselves about measures to curb the problem of 

street children and practices in order to shed light on the responses obtained via 

questionnaire, which was deemed ‗restrictive‘ in the sense that responses to close – 
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ended questions cannot appropriately explain the measures to curb the problem of 

street children. 

 

The study employed the use of focus group discussion with the key informants, the 

street children. This brought together for discussion about twenty eighty street 

children to get their views on what local government authorities are doing 

concerning their case. 

 

3.8 Data Analysis Plan and Presentation 

After data have been collected, the researcher turned to the task of analyzing them. 

The analysis of data required a number of closely related operations such as 

establishment of categories to raw data through coding, tabulation and then drawing 

statistical inferences. The unwieldy data should necessarily be condensed into a few 

manageable groups and tables for further analysis (Kothari, 2004:18). 

 

Data from the study were analyzed both manually and by the use of software 

machines. The analysis of data for this study involved both quantitative and 

qualitative techniques. The software machines (computers) provided tools such as; 

the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS Version 16, 2007) which was used 

to analyze quantitative data. Ms-Excel and Ms- Word were also be used by the 

researcher for easy interpretation of data. The qualitative data which were obtained 

from interview were summed up in a narrative format. Results from this analysis 

were presented by using tables, figures and charts. 
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3.9 Validity and Reliability  

These are two most important and fundamental characteristics of any measurement 

procedure in research. Therefore, due to its importance in research work, the 

researcher has to make sure that his/her measurements are valid and reliable so as to 

ensure accurate and consistent results of the study. 

 

3.9.1 Validity 

Validity is the most critical criterion and indicates the degree to which an instrument 

measures what it is supposed to measure. Validity can also be thought of as utility. In 

other words, validity is the extent to which differences found with a measuring 

instrument reflect true differences among those being tested (Kothari, 2004:73). 

Validity is a characteristic of measurement concerned with the extent that a test 

measures what the researcher actually wishes to measure, and that differences found 

with a measurement tool reflect true differences among participants drawn from a 

population (Cooper and Schindler, 2006:720). 

 

3.9.2 Reliability 

The term reliability refers to the characteristic of measurement concerned with 

accuracy, precision, and consistency. It is concerned with estimates of the degree to 

which a measurement is free of random or unstable error (Cooper and Schindler, 

2006:321). Reliability demonstrates that the operation of a study, such as the data 

collection procedures, can be repeated with the same outcome (Noltingk, 1965:57). 

 

The researcher therefore, assured reliability of the data by making a pilot study to 

ensure that questions asked could be answered by respondents. Few questionnaires 

were distributed to a few potential respondents. Those questionnaires were used as 
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the basis for reformulating the questions for actual study with regard to the 

environmental and situational analysis.  

 

This is the extent to which results are consistent over time and an accurate 

representation of the total population under study. If the results of a study can be 

reproduced under a similar methodology, then the research instrument is considered 

to be reliable (Joppe, 2000:1). A high degree of stability indicates a high degree of 

reliability, which means the results are repeatable. Reliability is also defined as the 

extent to which a questionnaire, test, observation or any measurement procedure 

produces the same results on repeated trials. In short, it is the stability or consistency 

of scores over time or across raters. 

 

3. Ethical Considerations 

Ethics define what are or what not legitimate or moral research procedures are. 

Whenever the focus of investigations is human being ethical implications of what is 

proposed must be carefully considered. Any individual involved in research needs to 

be knowledgeable about the general agreements of what is proper and improper in 

scientific research (Leedy and Ormrod, 2001:107). 

 

In planning and conducting research, as well as in reporting research findings, the 

researcher has to fulfill several obligations in order to meet the ethical standards. The 

research project must be planned so that the chance for misleading results is 

minimized. Research must be planned so that it meets ethical acceptability in which 

any doubt the researcher may have regarding questionable ethical procedures or 

methods must be resolved through peer review or through consultation with 

appropriate parties. Also the researcher must take effort to protect and ensure the 
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dignity and welfare of all participants, as well as those who may be affected by the 

results of the research project. 

 

Ethical researcher does not fabricate or falsify data in his or her publications. In 

addition, ethical researcher does not present the work of others as his or her own, or 

do not fail to give appropriate credit for the work of others through citations. 

Therefore, in conducting this study, researcher considered all ethics concerning his or 

her study in order to have good work. During this study all research ethics were 

highly observed. This included relying on formal, reliable and trusted sources of 

data. Handling data with confidentiality was also observed. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF RESULTS 

4.1 Introduction 

Chapter four presents and discusses research findings of the study. These includes 

key issues related to challenges facing local government authorities in addressing the 

problem of street children in Tanzania particularly in Dodoma Municipality such as 

categories and profile of respondents, the magnitude of the problem of street 

children, initiatives being undertaken by local government authorities in addressing 

the problem of street children, and social and economic challenges local government 

authorities face in addressing the problem of street children. 

 

4.2 Respondents Categories 

Table 4.1 indicates the categories of respondents (n=105) who were contacted during 

data collection in the field survey. Street children 20 (19%), Municipal officials 15 

(14%), Wards officials 60 (57%), Street leaders 5 (5%) and parents 10 (10%) 

constituted the sample. 

 

Table 4. 1: Categories of Respondents  

Categories of respondents Frequency Percentage 

Street children 20 19 

Municipal officials 15 14 

Wards officials 60 57 

Street leaders 5 5 

Parents 10 10 

Total 105 100 

Source: Field Survey, 2014 
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4.3 Profile of Respondents 

The profile components studied were age, sex, education, respondent‘s abode family 

characteristics and community variables. These variables were studied to identify 

challenges facing local government authorities in addressing the problem of street 

children in Dodoma Municipality, Tanzania. 

 

4.3.1 Distribution of the Respondents by Sex 

The number of male respondents, 12 (62%) surpassed the number of female 

respondents, 8 (38%). The distribution of respondents basing on their sex is 

summarized in the Figure 4.1:  

 

 

Figure 4. 1: The Sex of the Respondents 

Source: Fieldwork Survey, 2014 

 

These findings are probably explained by the fact that girls appeared in the streets of 

the major towns of Tanzania only in recent years, and that the number is still very 

small compared to that of boys.  
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4.3.2 Age of the Respondents 

Age data were grouped into 3 categories: those who were under 6 years of age; 7 to 

11 years and those who were 12 and above years. These categories developed by 

considering only those people whose age fall into the workforces as Tanzania labour 

Act. 

Out of the twenty respondents, 5 (24%) were working children aged six years and 

under (Table 4.2) The results indicated that the number of working children tends to 

increase with the advance in age. Accordingly, the percentage of respondents 

between the ages of 7 and 11 years was 6 (30%), while that of children from 12 

years onwards was 9 (46%) as indicated in Table 4.1. It clearly emerges from Table 

4.1 that the majority of the street dwellers consist of children. All children consulted 

were under 16 years and had not attained Tanzania's adult age of over 18 years. This 

is a delicate age category of our population whose problems should be taken 

seriously. 

Table 4. 2: The Age-group of the Respondents 

Variables Frequency Percentage 

6 years and under 5 24% 

7 - 11 years 6 30% 

12 years and over 9 46% 

Total 20 100% 

Source: Fieldwork Survey, 2014 

4.3.3 Distribution of the Respondents by Education 

The study also attempted to find out whether the street children were in school or 

had attained any education at all. The finding of this study is that out of the 20 cases 

considered, 3 of them (13%) confirmed they were still attending school during the 
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time of the interview (Table 4.3) The remaining majority of 17 cases (87%) reported 

that they were not attending school. This finding confirms the observation that most 

street children are not in school. Indeed, as will be shown later, the majority of them 

are what can be termed as school drop-outs. Fourteen (14) children (69%) reported 

attending school were attending school within the urban areas, while the remaining 6 

(31 percent) reported doing so in the rural areas. Further investigation indicated that 

most of the children were coming from rural areas bordering the town. 

 

The study also attempted to find out why the majority of the street children were not 

attending school or why they had left school. It emerges that the major reason why 

most of them had left school was due to lack of money. This reason explained why 9 

(44%) of the cases had left school. Table 4.2 provides detailed information of the 

reasons why street children had left school. 

 

Table 4. 3: Reasons why Children Left School 

Reasons Frequency Percentage 

Lack of money 5 44% 

Own volition 6 12% 

Family-related problem 9 11% 

Teacher-related problem 1 5% 

Expulsion/suspension 0.4 2% 

No previous attendance 5 24% 

Others 0.6 3% 

N/A 3 15% 

Total 20 100% 

Source: Fieldwork Survey, 2014 
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Results in table 4.2 shows that there exist several factors that can force a child to 

abandon schooling. While some factors pertain to the individual child, others are 

beyond their control. It is important to note that the majority of street children leave 

school due to factors beyond their control such as lack of money 5 (44%) to buy 

uniforms, pay school levies, and buy books; teacher- and family-related problems 

(16%) such as severe punishments and expulsion and/or suspension from school (8 

percent). Only 6 (12%) of the sample confirmed having left school on their own 

volition, mainly being influenced by peers. These could probably be cases that can be 

considered as deviants. This particular finding suggests that if other factors were 

controlled, probably the 12 cases (62%) which did not leave school on their own 

volition would have continued with schooling. This would have prevented most of 

the children from flocking to the streets as their only alternative. 

 

An attempt was also made to determine the level of education among the street 

children. About 5 (27%) of the sample reported that they had not attained any formal 

education at all. The majority of them 14 (71%) reported to have attained primary 

level of education while 2 percent had attained secondary school education. The 

generalization that one would make on the basis of this finding is that the majority of 

the street children are primary school drop-outs. Most of them are unfortunate 

children who have been forced out of school by circumstances beyond their control 

(see Table 4.2). To halt the exodus of children from school into the streets as the 

findings indicate, may require a review of our schools to determine the part schools 

can play to retain these children. One street child exclaimed that; 

 

 



 

55 
 

The first time I went back to my father, he asked me why I ran away from 

home and when he beat  me I ran to my mother who beat me up as well so I 

ran away into the street straight away. It happened that if I went home they 

gave me a lot of work and they didnʼt take me to school so I decided to run 

away.” 

 

Despite the fact that 14 (71%) reported having primary education, most of them 

could not read at all. Only 5 (27%) could read easily; 7 (34%) could only read with 

difficulty; while 8 (39%) could not read at all. This suggests that despite the efforts 

that have been made to curb illiteracy especially among children, the majority of 

street children are illiterate. This calls for special attention. 

 

4.4 The Magnitude of the Problem of Street Children 

Before exploring and identifying the initiatives being undertaken by local 

government authorities  in addressing the problem of street children the study was 

interested to find out the extent of street children in Dodoma Municipality; the study 

revealed that, all 105 (100%) respondents responded that street children incidence 

are taking place in their communities. When asked if they were aware of street 

children in their communities as 80 (100%) agreed that they were aware of the 

situation. This implies that they were sufficient aware that street children are found 

in Dodoma Municipality. When asked about the magnitude of street children, all 105 

(100%) of the respondents agreed that the situation is becoming worse in Dodoma 

Municipality. Similar responses were obtained in interview and focus group 

discussion. One of the interviewed respondents at the social welfare office had the 

following answer to the researcher:  
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“Tatizo linakua siku adi siku hivyo watoto wengi wanakosa haki 

zao za msingi kama elimu kwa sababu ya utumikishwaji” 

 

“The problem is becoming worse as many children are lacking 

their basic rights such as education due to child labour” (My 

own Translation) 

 

Another respondent interviewed at the labour office said: 

 

“The magnitude of street children has been gaining 

momentum day after day hence there is a need to re 

address the situation‖ 

 

Another respondent said: 

“The problem is large in urban centres” 

The respondents‘ comments above showed that the problem of street children was 

becoming worse and a challenging social problem in Dodoma Municipality, hence 

immediate measures to rehabilitate street children should be taken. 

 

An observation made by the researcher indicates that, the situation of street children 

is becoming worse as children are increasing in numbers to a large extent in Dodoma 

Municipality and the problem was continuing with devastating consequences. Hence, 

there is a need to re address the problem of street children child to ensure the welfare 

of children, as many children are suffering from psychological torture, sexual 

harassment as well as lack of education opportunities. 

 

4.5 Initiatives Being Undertaken by Local government authorities in Addressing 

the Problem of Street Children 

The study set out to examine initiatives being undertaken by local government 

authorities in addressing the problem of street children. Respondents were asked to 
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mention initiatives that had been taken by local government authorities to curb the 

situation of street children. The findings are presented in Table 4.3. 

Table 4. 3: Local Authority Leaders’ Responses on the Initiatives Being 

Undertaken by Local government authorities in Addressing the 

Problem of Street Children 

Initiative Frequency Percentage Ranking 

Networking and Institutional Cooperation  18 24 1 

Involving Family and Community 14 19 2 

Family Reintegration  10 13 3 

School Reintegration 10 13 3 

Integration in the Labour Market 8 11 4 

Children‘s Participation 6 8 5 

Physical and Mental Health Care 4 5 6 

Reaching Children Where They Are 4 5 6 

Individualized Attention and Tailor-Made 

Services 

1 1 7 

Total 75 100  

Source: Fieldwork Survey, 2014 

4.5.1 Networking and Institutional Cooperation 

The study findings through local authority leaders revealed that 18 (24%) of the 

respondents agreed that there is network between local authority and other 

institutions to curb the street children problem (Table 4.3). The study findings 

realized that the local government authorities in the study area provided services 

along sectoral lines (i.e. committees or departments aim at providing a particular 

service) rather than adopting an integrated approach. However, as seen before, the 

perceived needs of communities and children are often integrated, requiring a cross-

sectoral approach. This created a vacuum in the provision of other important 
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community services. The spaces created in service provision were usually filled by 

NGOs, (e.g. in addressing the problem of street children), but NGOs often lack the 

capacity to undertake long-term development initiatives which can help to address 

the problem of street children. The end result was that the number of street children 

continued to increase in the same proportion with the number of NGOs that come up 

to address this problem. 

 

However, up to now the findings indicated that, NGOs have played a central role in 

street children programs, in most cases providing those services that local and 

national government could not afford. Compared to public service staff, their 

educators were more experienced in street work and outreach services, flexible 

methodologies, and the capacity to involve and mobilize poor communities. 

However, with their limited reach and duration, NGO programs alone were not 

enough to significantly reduce the number of children in the street, nor were meant to 

be. Many of them were in fact more effective when they remain small scale. 

 

It was found also that, a better division of roles and models of institutional 

cooperation between NGOs and public sector seems necessary to adequately promote 

the positive development of street vulnerable children. The thorough networking 

with other governmental and nongovernmental service providers at the local level, 

NGOs can overcome their isolation and increase their impact. Several programs for 

instance contemplate training schoolteachers, health staff, social workers, and police 

to enable them to meet the specific needs of street children.  

 



 

59 
 

4.5.2 Involving Family and Community 

The study findings through 14 (19%) of the respondents discovered that the 

circumstances in which street children find themselves were a reflection of the 

vulnerability of their social environment (Table 4.3).  The street gave them a new 

sense of belonging and of emotional and material function that the community and 

family failed to provide. The researcher realized that many went back to street life 

after periods in shelters and foster homes, or after being reunited with their parents. 

Through local government authorities it was found therefore, it is important to 

strengthen the capacity of the family and community (including the school) to 

receive and take care of their young members. The findings were in line with one 

government leader‘s recommendation who argued that:  

Parent involvement can increase the chances of school reintegration. 

In particular, a family’s recognition of the importance of education 

and its active participation in learning activities have been found to 

help children succeed in their studies. Poor families may also need 

help to cover education expenses. In response to this need, some 

programs provide scholarships for a certain length of time. 

 

Therefore, community-level programs in the sample should focus on job creation, 

education, advocacy among relevant stakeholders, the improvement of school and 

other basic services, and the strengthening of social capital. To help overcome 

negative stereotypes, they also should call for greater awareness of the problems and 

risks faced by street children, and of the reasons why they are in this situation. 

 

4.5.3 Family Reintegration 

The researcher wanted to learn about the local authority initiative of reuniting street 

children with their families. The findings from local authority leaders revealed that 

little effort and attention had paid in reuniting the child with the family because this 

process was inflicted by many challenges. It was found that this general objective 
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must, however, took into account the family‘s capabilities and will to receive and 

protect its child, and the child‘s wish to go back. In some cases, families were ready 

to have their child back if programs could help them get a job or a house. In others, 

where parents have died, moved to other marriages or cities, have lost interest, or are 

not psychologically fit to raise a child. It was also revealed that whatever the 

circumstances, reintegration was a gradual and delicate process that requires 

counseling for children and parents, confidence building, conflict resolution, and, 

sometimes, financial help. One government official remarked that:  

 
The process of reuniting a child to his/her family is a delicate process. In 

cases when it is not advisable for the child to rejoin the natural family, 

programs need to identify alternative solutions such as foster families, 

adoption, or community homes. Flexible and individualized approaches 

are those most likely to succeed. Follow-up activities are also necessary to 

make sure that reintegration is a long-term success. 

 

4.5.4 School Reintegration 

This study wanted to identify the initiatives being undertaken by local government 

authorities in reintegrating street children into school. The Interviews and focused 

group discussions were conducted to elicit information related to this issue. The 

results of the interview indicated that, 10 (13%) of the respondents agreed that there 

were initiative of helping children return to school—or remain in it—despite 

presented many challenges. For one thing, children may have developed health, 

psychological, and behavioral problems that affect concentration, discipline, and 

school social relations (Table 4.3). For another, many street children have more skills 

and life experience than their peers, but these are not taken into account in normal 

school curricula. Furthermore, teachers and pupils might not be ready to accept the 

street child. For these reasons, education programs provided emphasized learning 

and critical abilities and general life skills, rather than traditional pedagogy. At the 
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same time, they taught the standard curricula to enable children to enter the 

mainstream of the education system and labour market. One government leader 

remarked that; 

 
It is also essential to train and sensitize school staff to overcome 

stereotypes, accept and integrate street children, and pay attention to 

their specific skills and needs.  

 

4.5.5 Integration in the Labour Market 

The discovered that integration in the labour market as one of the initiatives 

mentioned frequently 8 (11%) by the local authority (Table 4.3). Respondents argued 

that the initiative proved to be effective after the traditional job-training programs 

based on the simple transmission of technical skills have failed in the past because 

the imparted skills do not meet labour market needs, children were unable to adjust 

to the working environment, employers were reluctant to accept them, and the labour 

market imposed structural constraints. Integration in the labour market and some of 

the programs discussed in this report would attempt to address the long-term 

employment needs and interests of children, help them develop a work ethic and life 

skills, and work in close cooperation with the business sector. The above explained 

program was supported by one parent as he said; 

Integration into the labor market should be based on the young 

person’s specific capacities and desires….. particularly promising 

interventions should be those that follow participants step by step 

through the various professional and emotional challenges 

involved in entering the world of work, from spelling out 

professional aspirations to holding down a job. 

 

It was revealed that, integration in the labour market effort by local market is 

hindered severely by a limited chance of success in contexts of high unemployment. 
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4.5.6 Children’s Participation 

The researcher came to realize that in children‘s participation to different programs 

and projects, children were to be encouraged and facilitated to analyze their situation, 

decide what the priority problems are and suggest solutions. They would also be 

actively involved in the day-to-day running of the project. This idea was supported 

by 6 (8%) of the respondents (Table 4.3). In this context children were viewed as 

subjects of their own development and therefore had to design activities in 

accordance with children‘s aspirations and life plans. It was observed that some of 

the children involved as peer counselors and facilitators. The special life experience 

of street children made them potential leaders and advocates for the development of 

their communities. Their participation contributed to the movement‘s positive 

achievements at the end of that decade. One leader commented on that by arguing:  

 
....Real participation, in which children initiate project options 

and share decisions with adults is not easy. It does not happen 

overnight and children cannot make choices without knowing 

what the choices are, their possible outcomes and how to 

manage the decisions democratically. Although they already 

have much knowledge and many skills, they still need more 

information and further social skills in order to be able to 

participate. The adult role is to facilitate their participation, 

giving them the tools to do the job and supporting their efforts. 

 

4.5.7 Physical and Mental Health Care 

The study also found out that, physical and mental health care was one the programs 

needed to pay special attention to physical and mental health, either through their 

own specialists or by referring children to community services. The 4 (5%) of the 

respondents of the local authority‘s responses showed that street children need 

physical and mental health care for their rehabilitation. Because of the special nature 

of their physical condition, street children tend to require immediate treatment, most 

often for injuries from accidents or abuse, malnutrition, respiratory and intestinal 
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infections, skin diseases, sexually transmitted diseases, HIV/AIDS, and drug 

addiction. They are usually the survivors of traumatic experiences in the family and 

in the street itself, and they need to reconcile themselves with their life history to find 

meaning and healing. Many children will need individual or group therapy and 

counseling to turn their lives around. One of the local government officials remarked 

that; 

 
Public health workers should become familiar with the specific 

needs of street children, and children need to know where 

services are and how to ask for help. Medical issues can also be 

addressed by having peer volunteers obtain information in a 

nonjudgmental way on subjects such as sexual health and drug 

addiction, or to convey educational messages and information. 

Substance abuse or HIV/AIDS infection cannot be prevented or 

controlled without an understanding of the specific needs and 

behavioral patterns of those affected. 

 

4.5.8 Reaching Children where they are 

The study through local authority and parents‘ responses discovered that children 

cannot be forced to leave the street, and hence programs needed to respect their right 

to stay there if they wish. It was found that the correct approach was for educators to 

socialize and initiate dialogue right in the street, hoping that at some point the young 

person would become aware of other possibilities and be ready to change his or her 

life. It was revealed that building trust is fundamental, as many young street people 

have had traumatic experiences with adults and do not trust them. This was 

emphasized by one non – governmental leader as she argued; 

Educators for street children are supposed to be nonjudgmental, 

and the modalities of interaction should be based on children’s 

schedule and rhythm of daily life. Several of the programs should 

establish a phased-in transition to allow the child to gradually 

leave his or her street habits: after a period of befriending in the 

street, children are to be encouraged to join center-based activities 

and residential structures.  
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However, it was observed that the Dodoma local government authorities up-to-date 

have put very little effort in reaching children where they are; hence the tragedy of 

street children was prevailing on streets. 

 

4.5.9 Individualized Attention and Tailor-Made Services 

Through interview with street children it was discovered that every street child had 

its own needs, medical and family history, skills, and aspirations. The complex 

combination of reasons that have taken him or her into the street was also unique, as 

was the situation that he or she would face once back in the family. It was discovered 

that the individualized attention and tailor-made services program was applied by 

Agape centre with little support from local authority in Dodoma authorities. The 

program thus invested time and multidisciplinary expertise in assessing the 

individual situation of each participant and in designing tailor-made life plans and 

services despite many bottlenecks. In that centre for instance, participants are divided 

into groups, and activities are designed according to the stage of a child‘s life 

transition. Program also built on the positive resources–skills, cultural background–

of the children involved, to enhance their self-confidence and chances for a 

successfully independent life. 

 

4.5.10 Success of Local government authorities Initiatives on Street Children 

Rehabilitation 

The researcher wanted to know whether the local government authorities have 

succeeded in implementation of their initiatives and programs and whether these 

initiatives and programs helped to curb and rehabilitate street children. It was found 

out that most of the participants argued that initiatives were unsuccessful in 

rehabilitating street children, as it appears in the Figure 4.2. 
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Figure 4. 2: The Level of Success of Local government authorities’ Initiatives 

Source: Fieldwork Survey 2014 

 

Generally, the local government authorities‘ initiatives of street children 

rehabilitation in Tanzania with regard to the Dodoma Municipality shows a very 

unsuccessful trend among street children and this weakness needs an urgent 

improvement to make it possible for street children to transform their social status 

through appropriate initiatives and programs.  

 

Table 4. 4: Satisfaction on the overall cashew marketing process 

Level of Success Responses Percentage 

Very successful NIL NIL 

Successful 2 2 

Moderate 3 3 

Unsuccessful 14 18 

Very unsuccessful 59 78 

Total 75 100 

Source: Fieldwork Survey 2014 
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4.6 Social and Economic Challenges Local government authorities Face in 

Addressing the Problem of Street Children 

The researcher explored social and economic challenges local government authorities 

face in addressing the problem of street children and the resultant effect on the 

rehabilitation of street children. Respondents were asked to mention the main social 

and economic challenges that local government authorities face. Table 4.6 shows the 

findings 

 

4.6.1 Funding 

The study findings revealed that 23 (31%) of the respondents said that lack of 

enough fund was the major challenge for the local authority. The studied Local 

authority had established better rapport with various external and internal 

institutions; religious groups and individuals who provide moral and material support 

that enable them to run their daily activities. However, the local authority has 

specific donors who provide long term grants and the local authority is compelled to 

work within the proposed and agreed budget lines. The Government contributes only 

a token amount and mostly inform of gifts. The amount and time of delivery depend 

on the rapport between the local government officials and centre government 

executives. This prompts the local authority to rely on NGOs and external donors for 

support. 
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Figure 4. 3: Challenges Local government authorities Face in Addressing the 

Problem of Street Children 

Source: Fieldwork survey, 2014 

 

4.6.2 Stigmatization 

The local government authorities under question faced stigmatization from the 

surrounding communities because the communities feel that the children being 

rehabilitated are social misfits and trouble makers. Due to these perceptions, local 

government authorities lack collective responsibilities towards rehabilitation of street 

children which they could have obtained from the surrounding communities.  

 

4.6.3 Lack of Trust among the Street Children 

Of all the interviewed children, 8% said that lack of love from their families and 

other people was one of the reasons that forced them to run away. Due to this reason, 

children have lost hope and it is difficult to trust any person they come across. They 

even don‘t trust the local government authorities‘ staffs though they tirelessly work 

for their rehabilitation. Basing on that fact, they do not tell true stories about their 

background, communities‘ needs and problems thus making their rehabilitation to be 
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a very slow, strenuous and costly process. Clarifying on this one local authority 

executive director had this to say; 

A child may tell you five to six stories before he tells you the 

true story, and no wonder the child may take you to more than 

two places before he tells you his correct home place…you can 

imagine the cost involved, and this is out of the budget. 

 

Life in the streets is one of uncertainty, lost hope often associated with psychological 

and physical abuse such as rape, homosexuality, fights and deprivation of food and 

sleep. Under the children spirits are crushed living them with diminished hope and 

trust. 

4.6.4 Poor Working Environment 

Eleven (11) local government authorities‘ staff (15%) mentioned of few and 

inadequate working and teaching/learning tools hence making their work difficult. 

Furthermore, about 8 interviewed children complained of few learning tools which 

are of poor quality. It was also found out that most of the children slept on the old 

mattresses and dilapidated bed sheets. The bed sheets and covers that are given to a 

new entrant child will be used until a new set is obtained from some 

humanitarians/donors. Similarly clothes are provided to children once per year and 

don‘t have to be necessarily of the right size! Every child is given a pair of trousers 

and a shirt with a pair of shoes of low quality. A similar process is followed for the 

school uniforms. This situation make rehabilitee children to look different when 

compared to other children who live in families though of course they are better off 

than those living in the streets. The ratings of problems that undermine the 

effectiveness of local government authorities in rehabilitation of street children are 

provided in Table 4.5. 
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4.6.5 Poor Educational Background and Children’s Schooling 

Some of the picked up street children had attended primary school to some extent 

before they left home to the streets. However, those who had never attended primary 

schools find it difficult to commence schooling as they consider themselves 

grownups. Lack of education even at basic level, is very detrimental to these children 

as they will lack elementary knowledge and fundamental skills with which to 

manage their lives. Various services are provided by the local government authorities 

to the rehabilitee street children so as to ensure their total rehabilitation (Table 4.6). 

Some of the services provided to the children are primary education in order to 

prepare the child for a productive life. For those children who pass the primary 

education examinations and are selected to join the government secondary schools 

are given opportunities to pursue further education. Nevertheless, before the 

commencement of primary education level, informal education is normally provided 

at the drop in centres as a way of preparing the children for the primary education. 

Street children like any other children are gifted and talented in different areas. The 

local government authorities have been taking concerted efforts to develop those 

talents. On the other hand, counseling sessions are conducted twice a week where the 

counselor openly discusses with them about different issues like biological changes 

and how to cope with them, social life and health matters. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

70 
 

Table 4. 5: Challenges Local government authorities Face in Addressing the 

Problem of Street Children 

Variables Frequency Percentage Ranking 

Funding 23 31 1 

Stigmatization 17 23 2 

Lack of trust among the children 14 17 3 

Poor working environment 11 15 4 

Poor educational background and children‘s 

schooling 

10 13 5 

Total 75 100  

Source: Fieldwork survey, 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

71 
 

 

CHAPTER FIVE 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.0 Introduction 

This final chapter presents the summary and conclusion recommendations and areas 

for further research. The summary and conclusions reflect the rigorous analysis of 

the findings from the challenges facing local government authorities in addressing 

the problem of street children in Tanzania particularly in Dodoma municipality 

particularly urban centres. 

 

5.1 Summary of Findings 

5.1.1 The Magnitude of the Problem of Street Children 

Studying the magnitude of street children in Dodoma Municipality; it was revealed 

that, all 105 (100%) respondents agreed that street children incidence is taking place 

in their society. Moreover, the society in the area is fully aware of the incidence of 

street children. This implies that street children are found in Dodoma Municipality at 

large extent. 

 

5.1.2 Initiatives Being Undertaken by Local government authorities in 

Addressing the Problem of Street Children 

The study findings revealed that networking and institutional cooperation 18 (24%), 

involving family and community 14 (19%), family reintegration 10 (13%), school 

reintegration 10 (13%), integration in the labour market 8 (11%), children‘s 

participation 6 (8), physical and mental health care 4 (5%), reaching children where 
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they are 4 (5%), and individualized attention and tailor-made services 1 (1%) were 

some initiatives taken by the local government authorities  addressing the problem of 

street children in Dodoma Municipality. However, these initiatives proved failure as 

street children in urban centres are still prevailing in a worse situation than before. 

 

5.1.3 Social and Economic Challenges Local government authorities Face in 

Addressing the Problem of Street Children 

Nevertheless, local government authorities  through some of very useful initiatives 

and strategies such as family tracing, family reunification, follow up program and 

day out program are hardly met as these requires large amount of funds to be 

implemented. Further, there is very minimal support from the central Government in 

all processes pertaining to street children rehabilitation. Other challenges included 

stigmatization, lack of trust among the children, poor working environment and poor 

educational background and children‘s schooling. All these factors hindered proper 

street children rehabilitation initiated by the local government authorities. 

 

5.2 Conclusions 

This study resulted into the following conclusions 

 Society is aware of the problems of street children and the problems facing 

street children as many respondents especially street children themselves 20 

(100%) and local government officials 75 (100%) evidenced that there is a 

problem of street children with devastating impacts. 

 Poverty is the main cause for street children in Dodoma Municipality, as 

outlined by the respondents about 5 (14%) said that street children exists due 

to poverty and it is normally facilitated by economic hardship in families in 

which children are used as bread winners of the families. 
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 The situation of street children is becoming worse in Dodoma Municipality. 

The study revealed that many children are involved in street activities and 

they are affected by the number of effects of street children including lack of 

education opportunities and physical violence. 

 Society especially parents/guardians and relatives are involved in accelerating 

street children as some of them employ children and some of them find 

employment for children, the main reason for this is due to economic 

hardship in their families. 

 Legal challenges such as corruption, weak judicial system (loopholes in laws) 

and inactive implementation of employment and child laws are also threats 

that contribute to the increase of street children. For example Employment 

and Labour Relation Act of 2004, allow children to do light works and this 

loophole is used by employers to employ children even in dangerous situation 

while claiming that they are not providing them with hard and dangerous 

works, also there is no effective implementation of child rights and laws. 

 

5.3 Recommendations 

In order to effectively contain the menace of street based children, the following 

recommendations are suggested: 

 The urgent need for a fundamental change in the socioeconomic structures of 

the country that subordinates children and their caregivers. The government 

through local government authorities should tackle poverty which is the root 

cause of the problem and invest greatly in development. The Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs) which is the world's time-bound and quantified 

targets for addressing extreme poverty and its many dimensions with basic 
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human rights of people to health, education, shelter and education must be 

strongly embraced by the governments at all levels. 

 The traditional approach of curbing the problem of street children through 

punitive measures and repression should be discouraged and discarded by the 

various agencies of the government responsible for this. Instead of beating 

and incarcerating them, approved schools and good rehabilitation centres 

should be built where these children can be retrained. 

 Also, several aspects of culture of the people that encourage child labour and 

alms begging should be discouraged. According to the study, some children 

who were initially sent to streets to beg for alms and hawk by 

parents/caregivers later became street based children after discovering 

unfettered freedom on street. 

 The children that are still educable and willing to go back to school and 

others that are willing to be assisted in the area of procuring tools needed to 

work with should be assisted by the governments, individuals, and 

institutions to realize their ambitions and goals. Opportunities for formal, 

non-formal education and apprenticeship training which will give hope for 

better future should be provided. 

 One of the limitations of this study is the difficulty in evaluation how 

representative the sample was. To this end, there is a clear need for a national 

survey on street children issue to enable the country to formulate effective 

policies for addressing the problem of street based children and its various 

manifestations. 

 While it is necessary to find voluntary ways of removing children from the 

streets, this approach should be based on short-term and long-term goals. 
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Short-term goals may involve providing these children with immediate 

attention to shelter, food and recreational facilities. Long-term goals may 

address environmental conditions where the children live, for example 

sanitation, streets, street lights, running water, toilet facilities. Considering 

that a large number of these children drop out of schools, school environment 

should also be addressed with a view to reducing the rate of school drop-outs 

among children coming from deprived families. This would require that the 

schools be equipped to deal with the needs of children coming from slum 

communities; for example, counselling, small business activities in the 

schools; organised recreational school activities that go beyond the normal 

school schedule and review of school schedules to allow for some extra time 

to enable the children to do homework in school. 

 

 For those children already on the streets rehabilitation programmes would be 

important both as short-term and long-term measures provided such 

programmes address the problem of the family as a unit. 

 

5.4 Area for Further Studies 

This study concentrated on challenges facing local government authorities in 

addressing the problem of street children in Tanzania particularly in Dodoma 

Municipality. The researcher recommends the following: 

 Further study should be undertaken to investigate factors that hinder effective 

street children rehabilitation in various areas in Tanzania. Such study would 

really help in devising initiatives and programs for promoting the social 

status development among street children in their respective areas. 
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 The current study has covered only four wards in Dodoma Municipality. 

Similar studies should be conducted in other districts in Dodoma region and 

other regions to investigate the same issue for better generalization.  

 Other research on challenges facing local government authorities  in 

addressing the problem of street children should be carried through other 

stakeholders like Nongovernmental institutions and local communities 
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APPENDICES 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PARENTS OR GUARDIANS 

INTRODUCTION 

I am a student of Master of Public Administration at the University of Dodoma. My 

intention is to conduct a study on ―challenges facing local government authorities in 

combating the problem of street children in the Dodoma Municipality‖. The 

information you provide will be used strictly for research purposes and not 

otherwise.  

Your participation will be highly appreciated. Thank you in advance.  

Please read the questions carefully before answering. 

Instructions  

Please indicate your answer by putting a tick in the dotted place  

Division; ……………….. 

Ward; ………………….. 

Street: ………………….. 

1. Marital status  

a. Married   c. Divorced   ………… 

b. Single parent d. Widow/ widower  

2. Education level  

a. Primary   c. Higher education   ………… 

b. Secondary   d. Not attended  

3. How many children do you have? …………………. 

4. Are they attending school?  

a. Yes    b. No  
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5. If your response above is ―No‖, please explain why. 

…………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………… 

6. What do you do for a living? ………………………. 

7. What you earn, is it enough to sustain your life and children?  

a. Yes  

b. No  

c. Moderate  

8. If your response to the question above is either ―No‖ or ―Moderate‖, please 

give a brief explanation on the alternative means you us to sustain your life.  

…………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………… 

9. How do you assess your life?  

a. Very poor 

b. Moderate ………… 

c. Poor  

10. Please explain your life condition briefly. 

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

………………………… 

 

END OF QUESTIONS! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION 
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Questionnaire for street children  

Introduction  

I am a student of Master of Public Administration at the University of Dodoma. My 

intention is to conduct a study on ―challenges facing local government authorities in 

combating the problem of street children in the Dodoma Municipality‖. The 

information you provide will be used strictly for research purposes and not 

otherwise.  

Your participation will be highly appreciated. Thank you in advance.  

Please read the questions carefully before answering. 

Instructions  

Please indicate your answer by putting a tick in the box provided 

Personal details 

Sex; Male  ________    Female __________ 

Age ____________ 

1. Have you ever been enrolled in school? 

Yes ___________ No __________  

2. If your answer in the above question is yes, what is the level of your 

education and what made you drop out of school?  

______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

3. Do you have parents or any other relatives? Yes __________  no __________  

If yes please explain why you do not live with your family and rather you are 

in the streets. 

______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________ 
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4. What are the reasons that influenced you to live in the streets? Please number 

the following according to the degree of intensity.  

a. Poverty --------------- 

b. Orphan-hood   --------------- 

c. Family separation   --------------- 

d. Lack of parental guidance and support   -------------- 

e. Domestic violence and abuse   ------------------ 

5. Please mention other reasons that influenced you to move into the streets, if 

any. ______________________________________________________  

6. Are you able to obtain your basic needs with the kind of life you live? Please 

explain how. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

7. How do you think the society views you being a street child?  

8. What do you when you fall sick? 

a. I go to the hospital for check up 

b. I only use medicine without check up 

c. I do nothing about it  

END OF QUESTIONS! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION 

 



 

87 
 

Questionnaire for local government authorities   

Introduction  

I am a student of Master of Public Administration at the University of Dodoma. My 

intention is to conduct a study on ―challenges facing local government authorities in 

addressing the problem of street children in the Dodoma Municipality‖. The 

information you provide will be used strictly for research purposes and not 

otherwise.  

Your participation will be highly appreciated. Thank you in advance.  

Please read the questions carefully before answering. 

Instructions  

Please indicate your answer by putting a tick next to your response 

1. What do you think are the reasons that are associated with the rapid increase 

of street children in your municipality?  

a. _____________________________ 

b. _____________________________ 

c. ______________________________ 

2. Among the following, which do you think are the common challenges faced 

in addressing the problem of street children? Please rank them from the most 

common one to the least one.  

a. Lack of fund    ……… 

b. Rapid increase of social problem ……….  

c. Lack of community awareness  ………. 

d. Institutional capacity    ………. 

e. Minimum co operation between local government authorities and 

other stakeholders ……. 
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f. Population increase    ……… 

3. Please mention other challenges you know.  

a. ________________________ 

b. ________________________ 

c. ________________________ 

4. Are there any efforts which have been done by the local authority to address 

the problem of street children in your municipality? Yes ____   No ____ 

5. If your response to the question above is yes, please mention them.   

______________________________________________________________

__________ 

6. How do you rate the efforts done by the Dodoma Municipality to reduce the 

number of street children? 

a. Very successful  

b. Successful 

c. Moderate 

d. Unsuccessful  

7. What are roles that local government authorities  play to address the problem 

of street children?  

a. __________________ 

b. __________________ 

c. __________________ 

8. To what extend has the local government authorities managed to reduce the 

number of street children in the municipality?  

a. High _________ 

b. Low _________ 
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c. Not at all ________ 

9. In your own words, please explain how the municipal has managed to reduce 

the number of street children in the municipality?  

10. What do you think should be done to reduce these challenges?  

______________________________________________________________

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF QUESTIONS! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION 
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Questionnaire for street leaders  

Introduction  

I am a student of Master of Public Administration at the University of Dodoma. My 

intention is to conduct a study on ―challenges facing local government authorities in 

addressing the problem of street children in the Dodoma Municipality‖. The 

information you provide will be used strictly for research purposes and not 

otherwise.  

Your participation will be highly appreciated. Thank you in advance.  

Division ………………….. 

Ward …………………….. 

Street …………………….  

Please read the questionnaire carefully before answering. 

Instructions 

Please indicate your answer by putting a tick next to your response 

11. What do you think are the reasons that are associated with the rapid increase 

of street children in your municipality?  

a. _____________________________ 

b. _____________________________ 

c. ______________________________ 

12. Among the following, which do you think are the common challenges faced 

in addressing the problem of street children? Please rank them from the most 

common one to the least one.  

a. Lack of fund    ……… 

b. Rapid increase of social problem ……….  
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c. Lack of community awareness  ………. 

d. Institutional capacity    ………. 

e. Minimum co operation between local government authorities and 

other stakeholders ……. 

f. Population increase    ……… 

13. Please mention other challenges you know.  

a. ________________________ 

b. ________________________ 

c. ________________________ 

14. Are there any efforts which have been done by the local authority to address 

the problem of street children in your municipality? Yes ____   No ____ 

15. If your response to the question above is yes, please mention them.   

______________________________________________________________

__________ 

16. How do you rate the efforts done by the Dodoma Municipality to reduce the 

number of street children? 

a. Very successful  

b. Successful 

c. Moderate 

d. Unsuccessful  

17. What are roles that local government authorities play to address the problem 

of street children?  

a. __________________ 

b. __________________ 

c. __________________ 

18. To what extend has the local government authorities managed to reduce the 

number of street children in the municipality?  

a. High _________ b. Low _________ 
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c. Not at all ________ 

19. In your own words, please explain how the municipal has managed to reduce 

the number of street children in the municipality?  

20. What do you think should be done to reduce these challenges?  

______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF QUESTIONS! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION 

 

 

 

 


