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ABSTRACT 

This study intended to assess the contribution of early marriage to school dropout 

among students in secondary schools in Chamwino District. The objectives of the 

study were to investigate the community awareness on contribution of early 

marriage among students‟ dropout in secondary schools, find out the extent to which 

dropout from schools is contributed by early marriage and examine the strategies 

undertaken in order to control the problem. 

  

The study employed mixed research approach and case study design, using a sample 

of 36 students, 32 parents, 28 teachers and 08 village leaders (WEO and VEO). In 

addition, the study used questionnaire and unstructured interviews to collect data.  

 

The findings showed that there were students who dropped out school for marriage. 

Early marriage was contributed by poverty and lack of community awareness among 

other reasons. It was observed that early pregnancy, diseases, complication during 

delivery, and death, psychological problems were the problems facing children who 

married at early age. 

 

The study concludes that early marriage is still a practice because of lack of 

community awareness among community members, lack of civic education, lack of 

strong leadership in the community and lack of meetings and discussion in the 

community. The study recommends that education should be provided to raise 

community awareness so as to reduce the practice of early marriage and school 

dropout among students. Establishment of strict by-laws, there should be meetings 

and discussion on early marriage, also the establishment of different programs. All 

these will be effectively done if parent, government, schools and other stakeholders 

work together. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

1.0 Introduction 

This study intended to assess the contribution of early marriage in increasing the 

number of school dropout among students at secondary schools. The chapter begins 

by presenting background of the study to provide an overview and the context of the 

problem, and then the researcher provides the rationale of the study through the 

statement of the problem, objectives of the study (the general objective and specific 

objectives are also described in this first chapter of the study). The chapter is then 

extended into describing the research questions, significance of the study, limitations 

of the study, delimitation and definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background to the Study 

Provision of education to all citizens has been a challenge despite that the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights entitles everyone to have the right to basic education 

(UDHR, 1948). Education for children is recognized as a critical pathway in 

promoting social, political and economic development in any country (Mushi, 2002). 

The non-completion of school, especially by female students, and particularly in 

African countries, contributes to low social status in society as well as reduced 

power of decision making at the households and over their lives (Ali, 2011). There 

are a number of reasons put forward to explain about the reasons for the prevalence 

of school dropouts at globe generally. One of the reasons put forward is inefficient 

utilization of human and economic resources by the education system (Odaga & 

Heneveld, 1995). 
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Early marriage is another global issue which is said to violate the rights of both girls 

and boys in accessing and accomplishing their education as it intended. Koshuma et 

al. (2008) reports that many girls as young as 14 or 15 years are forced into 

marriages by their parents, guardians or relatives. The report by Koshuma and 

colleagues indicates that girls are often forced by parents to drop out of school to get 

married, and forego the chance to grow to maturity before marriage or make their 

own decisions about their lives. Along with denying youth the chance to fully 

engage into education, early marriage affects the education and well-being of 

millions of children and has a knock-on effect for the poverty and development of 

communities (Lewis, 2006).  

 

AFD (2005) indicates that the practice of early marriage is more common in the 

United States of America, and it is officially called cohabitation. The AFD report 

indicates that, in United State of America, 2.1% of all girls in the 15-17 age groups 

were in a child marriage. In Spain, for example, 6.6% of all girls in the 15-17 age 

groups were formally married or were in an informal union. Over 350,000 babies are 

born to teenage mothers every year in the United States of America (UNICEF, 

2001). The AFD reported that, in United Kingdom, 4.1% of all girls in the 15-19 age 

groups were in child marriage while 8.9% of all girls in that age group admitted to 

have been in a cohabitation relation. 

  

In Imperial China, 20% of girls were married between 13-16 yeras, and 2·6% were 

married before age 13 years, in Ancient and Medieval societies, early marriage and 

motherhood for girls was encouraged, even boys were expected to marry in their 

teens (AFD, 2005). Koshuma et al. (2008) argues that early marriages for boys 
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happened mostly when they were the only sons in their respective families, and they 

could be forced to assume fatherly roles at too young age, 22% of girls married 

above the age of 12 years and boys above 14 years.  

 

Nour (2006) indicates that parents believe that marrying their daughters at young 

ages protects them from being raped, premarital sexual activity, unintended 

pregnancies, and sexually transmitted infections, especially the Human 

Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and AIDS. Walker (2012) and AFD (2005) argue 

that child marriages are still fairly widespread in some developing countries. 

Pathfinder International (2006) points out that, in Africa, over 42% of girls are 

married before they reach the age of 18. From the Year 2010, 40% of women aged 

20-24 in Africa were married before the age of 18 (Walker, 2012).  

 

AFD (2005) indicates that, in southern Asia and ocean hill tribes, girls are often 

married young. For example, in Korea, it is possible that two couples can arrange 

their children's marriage even before the children are born. For instance, AFD 

indicates that 22 % of Indonesian girls experience child marriage every year and 12 

% get married before they are 15 years old. 

 

According to UNICEF (2001), women who received education were significantly 

less likely to be married as children than those who did not go to school. Families 

which had more children were significantly more likely to have girls married before 

18 years than those with no many children. Also, women from rural and poor 

families are more likely to be married at young ages. It is further argued that girls 

who married before the age of 18 are more likely to experience violence (Ali, 2011). 
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UNICEF (2001) indicates that the right to free and full consent to a marriage is when 

at least one partner is very immature. Walker (2012) and UNICEF (2001) argued 

that a key factor of early marriage is poverty. Child marriage is often seen as a factor 

for economic survival. It is perceived as a way to protect girls and provide some 

stability in situations where societies are under extreme pressure. Some children are 

forced into marriage at a very early age; others are too young to make an informed 

decision (Yankami, 2013). 

 

Yankami (2013) reveals that early marriage affects both sex, but girls have been a 

major victim. Girls in every year are affected by early marriage which denies them 

the right to have education, over the world early marriage is considered as a 

violation of human rights and effort are made to beware people of its effects, 

Yankami (2013); Walker (2012); UNICEF (2001); UNICEF (2001) add that whether 

child marriage happens to a girl or to a boy, it is a violation of human rights.  

 

1.1.1 Problem of Early Marriage in Tanzania 

In the context of Tanzania, efforts have been made by the Government to increase 

girls‟ access to education. Girls‟ education has been identified as more crucial for the 

advancement of a nation than just education in general (McMichael, 2004). The 

Government‟s attempt to improve girls‟ education is influenced by the fact that 

development cannot happen without the participation of women in implementing 

necessary social changes (Moraa, 1999). In spite of these efforts, there have been 

dropout of girls in most schools in several parts in our country particularly at 

Chamwino District in Dodoma. The information obtained from the heads of schools 

around Chamwino District reveals a significant dropout of students from schools. 
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The researcher is also a secondary school teacher in one of the schools at Chamwino 

District, so she has a good experience about the students‟ characteristics with 

reference to school dropout. 

 

A number of problems have been revealed to affect countries because of early 

marriage. Pathfinder International (2006) indicates that early marriage is now 

understood to have very harmful effects on the health, psychological and socio-

economic well-being of young girls. Walker (2012) and UNPF (2012) reveal that 

early marriage damages the mental, physical wellbeing and life chances of young 

girls. It denies school age children, the right to education and access to school for 

self and community development. Also, greater exposure to HIV/AIDS, increased 

maternal health, increased experience of domestic and sexual violence (Ali, 2001). 

 

Gechamet (2013) contends that early marriage causes negative impact on well being 

of children since it can cause detrimental effects to the children, especially when the 

mother is neither psychologically nor physically ready to take care of her children. 

Timothy (2013) asserts that one of the most common issues resulting from early 

marriage is birth complications and physical violations from their partners, because 

they are still young and they don‟t know about their rights. TAMWA (2007) points 

out that medical practitioners and nutritionists have made it clear that a girl at the 

age of 15 years or 14 years is still growing and her body needs more nutritional care 

for appropriate growth in order to cross over from childhood to adult stage. To 

deliver at this age is considered unhealthy and dangerous as girls are not matured 

both physically and psychologically to have children and in most cases may be 

deformed during the process (Timothy, 2013; TAMWA, 2007). 
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Pathfinder International (2006) reveals that girls who are influenced to marry at 

young ages tend to dropout of school and are more likely to bear children during 

adolescence. UNICEF (2001) adds that, for both girls and boys, early marriage has 

profound physical, intellectual, psychological and emotional impacts such as cutting 

off educational opportunity and chances of personal growth. For girls, it will almost 

certainly mean premature pregnancy and childbearing, and is likely to lead into 

lifetime of domestic and sexual subservience over which they have no control 

(Gechamet, 2013; Walker 2012; Timothy 2013). 

 

Walker (2012) notes that girls who marry before the age of 18 years are affected by 

complicated pregnancies that may lead to death. Pathfinder International (2006) 

reveals that that early marriage to girls may cause poor health, instability of 

marriage, fistula and health related problems, too many children in a family, less 

education, impact on the wellbeing of children as well as women inequalities. The 

Human Rights Watch (2014) adds that child marriage undermines access to 

education limiting girls‟ life opportunities and their ability and confidence to make 

informed decisions about their lives. 

 

1.1.2 Law of Marriage Act 

The minimum age of marriage in Tanzania is 15 years for girls and 18 years for 

boys, Law of Marriage No. 5 of 1971 Section 13(1) stipulates that no person shall 

marry, being male or female, before attaining the stipulated age. Law of Marriage 

Act of 1971 states that marriage is accepted if a boy is above 18 years of age, while 

also stating that the marriage will be accepted if the girl is 15 years old, so long as 

there is consent from herself or her parents (Timothy, 2013). 
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Thus, the definition of „a child‟ in Tanzania, as earlier indicated, varies from one 

legislation to another, and the majority of people are not aware of what the law says 

about who is a child, the level of understanding differs from one region to another 

(Koshuma et al., 2008). The Law of Marriage Act (1971) allows boys to marry at 18 

and girls to marry at 15 years, they can marry at 14 years if courts approve their 

requests. UNPF (2013) indicates that girls under 18 years need parental permission 

to marry.  

 

TAMWA (2007) claims that the Marriage Act of 1971 undermines the right of the 

girl child, some parents or guardians exploit the gaps in the marriage law, forcing 

their girl children into marriage so as to get bride price; thus denying the girls among 

other things, the right to formal and informal education. TAMWA understands that 

at the age of 14 or 15 years, the girl has just completed her primary education if she 

is enrolled on time and indeed, this level of education is insufficient for her to be 

able to manage the challenges of the changing world. 

 

Timothy (2013) points out that Tanzania has signed various treaties that protect 

women‟s rights, such as the convention on the elimination of all forms of 

discrimination against women CEDAW (1979); the Convention of Africa on 

Women‟s Rights (2006), and the Declaration on Gender Equality in all African 

Countries. He continue arguing that, despite signing these treaties, the Tanzanian 

Law that has been enacted to implement them does not favor the right of women, 

particularly the marriage provisions which are subject to a lot of weaknesses in 

protecting women‟s rights.  
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TAMWA (2007) asserts that from the legal grounds, the law defines marriage as a 

voluntary union between a man and a woman intended to last for their joint life, but 

how come a girl of 14 years to make a voluntary contract which will last forever? It 

is from this perspective that the marriage law becomes retrogressive as it promotes 

girls regression since it plunges them into poverty, risk of contracting HIV the virus 

that causes AIDS, illiteracy, maternal deaths and other sorts of vulnerability. Nour 

(2006) argues that many countries passed laws changing the legal age of marriage to 

18 years, but enforcement of these laws, and laws requiring marriages to be 

registered, is weak.  

 

1.1.3 Conventions and Declarations Regarding Child Marriage 

The incidence of child marriage in Tanzania is high, despite the fact that Tanzania 

has signed and ratified a number of international and regional legal instruments 

relating to the protection of children‟s rights (Koshuma et al., 2008). The 

conventions and declarations signed by Tanzania include the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights (1948), which states that both men and women of full age are 

entitled to equal rights in decisions on marriage, during marriage and at its 

dissolution. Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the 

intending parties. The Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for 

Marriage and Registration of Marriages (1964) which states that no marriage shall be 

legally entered into without the full and free consent of both parties. Member 

country (states) should specify a minimum age for marriage (not less than 15 years) 

and all marriages should be registered by the competent authority. 

The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 

(1979) states that the betrothal and the marriage of a child shall have no legal effect, 
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and all necessary action, including legislation, should be taken to specify a minimum 

age for marriage and to make the registration of marriages in an official registry 

compulsory.  

 

In its general recommendations of 1994, the Committee states that the minimum age 

for marriage should be 18 years for both men and women; and the African Charter 

on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (1990) prohibits child marriage and the 

betrothal of girls and boys. It demands that effective action, including legislation, 

should be taken to specify the minimum age of marriage to be 18 years. Although 

the declaration has been signed to protect children rights, still Tanzania‟s marriage 

law allows a girl to marry at 15 while a boy is allowed to marry at the age of 18 

years. The Marriage Law Act empowers a man to marry a girl under 18 years of age; 

the Law is weak to protect a girl from early marriage. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

The issue of  students‟ dropout in secondary schools has been studied by different 

scholars (UNESCO, 2013; Odaga, & Heneveld 1995) identify causes and impacts of 

school dropout and suggest some interventions to combact the issue of the school 

dropout. School dropout among students in Tanzania is influenced by several 

factors; one of the common factors which contribute to school dropout among 

students which is mentioned by several studies, but not analyzed in depth, is early 

marriage (Omoeva et al., 2014; Gechamet, 2013; UNPF, 2012; Walker, 2012; 

Mensch, 2006; Pathfinder International, 2006; and Vue, 2000; Samara and Singh, 

1996;) 
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UNPF (2012) points out that Tanzania is one of the countries with the highest child 

marriage preference in the world. Prevalence is the highest in Shinyanga (59 %), 

followed by Tabora (58 %), Mara (55 %), Dodoma (51 %), Lindi (48  %), Mbeya 

(45%), Morogoro (42 %), Singida (42%), Rukwa (40 %), Ruvuma (39 %), Mwanza 

(37%), Kagera (36%), Mtwara (35%),  Manyara (34 %), Pwani (33%), Tanga (29 

%), Arusha (27 %), Kilimanjaro (27 %), Kigoma (26 %), Dar es Salaam (19 %), and 

Iringa (8 %).   

 

However many studies have been done to find out the factors contribute to school 

dropout among students, but there is a little attention paid to assess the contribution 

of early marriage on school dropout among secondary school in Tanzania. 

Consequently, there is little knowledge about the degree to which early marriage 

contributes to students‟ dropout in Tanzania secondary schools and particularly at 

Chamwino District.  

Therefore, the study intended to assess the contribution of early marriage to school 

dropout among students at secondary schools in Chamwino District. 

 

1.3 The purpose and objectives of the study 

1.3.1 Main Objective 

The main purpose of this study was to assess the contribution of early marriage to 

school dropout among students in secondary schools at Chamwino District. 

 

1.3.2 Specific Objectives 

This study focused on the attainment of the following specific objectives: 
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i) To investigate the community awareness about the contribution of early 

marriage to secondary school students‟ dropout in Chamwino District. 

ii)  To find out the extent to which dropout from schools is contributed by early 

marriage. 

iii)  To investigate strategies undertaken to control the problem of students 

dropout from schools due to early marriage at secondary schools in 

Chamwino District. 

 

1.4 Research Questions 

The researcher sought to answer the following questions in his attempt to accomplish 

this study. 

i) Is the community aware about the contribution of early marriage to 

secondary school students‟ dropout in Chamwino District? 

ii) To what extent does early marriage contribute to secondary school students‟ 

dropout? 

iii)  Which strategies did the community undertake to address the issue of 

secondary school students‟ dropout due to early marriage in Chamwino 

District? 

 

1.5 Significance of the study 

The findings of this study are expected to be beneficial to students, parents, the 

government and the community in general. The findings from this study are 

expected to help legal experts, law makers, law enforcers, human rights activists and 

education administrators on how to handle the problem of school dropout which is 

fuelled by early marriage.  Children are being forced into marriage by their parents 
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or guardians, for that case this study is expected to raise awareness of the community 

about the extent to which early marriage among students exists and its impact on the 

children‟s academic affairs, and life in general. The study is expected to pave the 

way to the community on the impact of early marriage among students. 

 

1.6 Scope and Delimitation of the Study 

The study was conducted in Chamwino District. The sample of the study was 

teachers, parents, students and village leaders. The study was conducted only in the 

selected four schools which are found around Chamwino District. Although 

secondary school students were involved in the study, only those students above 11 

years were sampled to participate in the study. Further, it is only community 

secondary schools, non-community secondary schools. Thus, the findings of this 

study may not be suitable for generalizing into other areas of the country because the 

sample was small and limited to one confined area. 

 

1.7 Limitation of the study 

The study lacked adequate records kept in the schools, the school gave out the 

number of students who dropped from school for marriage but there was no any 

written document. The researcher also faced serious challenges in getting the 

participation of the community leaders in this study since they demanded money 

from the researcher before they participate in the study.   

 

The researcher had to use much effort to convince them to participate in the study; 

they were not ready until when the researcher promised the participants that she will 

bring them money when she go to meet them again.  The sampled schools were also 
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very far from one another and they were not accessible by public transport, the 

researcher had to hire bodaboda to travel from one school to another; this type of 

transport wasn‟t cheap for the researcher since she had very limited source of fund. 

 

1.8 Definition of key terms  

1.8.1 Marriage  

Is the legal relationship between a husband and wife (Oxford Advanced Learners 

dictionary, 2002). According to UNICEF (2011), marriage is a social institution that 

unites people in a special form of mutual dependence for the purpose of developing a 

family. 

 

1.8.2 Early Marriage 

Is a marriage involving a person aged below 18 yeas (Human Rights Watch, 2014). 

In this study, early marriage is considered as a marriage that involves students, at 

any age, before they complete their secondary education. 

 

1.8.3 Child Marriages 

UNICEF (2011) defines child marriage as couples who are formally married, or who 

live together as a sexually active couple in an informal union with at least one 

member, usually the girl being less than 18 years old. Child marriage refers to a 

union where one of the individual in marriage is below 18 years of age (UNPF, 

2012). 
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1.8.4 School Dropout  

This refers to early withdrawal of students from school without completing the 

required school years (UNICEF, 2011). Early withdrawal of students from school 

without completing the required school years and the concerned students do not 

enroll back to school again (Nyanga, 2010). 

 

1.8.5 Community  

This is defined as the active and voluntary engagement of individuals or groups of 

people to change problematic conditions and influence policies and programmes that 

affect the quality of their life and the life of others (Gamble and Weil, 1995). 

 

1.8.6 Awareness 

This refers to knowledge, perception situation or fact (Oxford Advanced Learners 

Dictionary, 2002). 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.0 Introduction 

The researcher in this study made a review of the literature related to the study to 

gain insights from other scholars who have done studies on the same or similar 

aspect of contribution of early marriage to school dropout among students in 

community secondary schools. This chapter presents the theoretical framework; 

review of literature related to the study, and thereafter, the researcher identifies the 

literature gap which this study attempted to fill and developed the conceptual 

framework of the study. The chapter provides an account of the literature review on 

the contribution of early marriage to students‟ dropout from school.  

 

2.1 Theoretical Framework 

The study was guided by three theories, namely a Theory of Child Marriage and 

Becker‟s Theories of Marriage and Shrinking of Demand and Supply models and a 

Sociology of Feminist by Doroth Smith (1987). A theory of child marriage bases on 

matching in age between a woman and a man. Backer‟s theory of marriage and 

shrinking of demand and supply model bases on equilibration when choosing a mate 

from male point of view and female point of view.  

 

2.1.1 A Theory of Child Marriage 

The Dynamic Model of marriage market developed by Wahhaj (2014) states that 

whether a norm of early marriage for women can prevail in the absence of any 

intrinsic preference for young brides, the condition under which marriage may be 

sustained in equilibrium and condition under which the practice may unravel. 
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According to this theory, there should be characterization of the marriage payoff 

functions which would lead to commonly observed marriage age patterns around the 

world, including positive assortative matching in age and a positive age gap between 

grooms and brides. Ali (2001) asserts that higher family income and higher parental 

education may delay children‟s age at first marriage because in these families 

children are usually required to get more education which implies that people in 

lower socio-economic strata marry earlier than those in higher strata. 

 

UNICEF (2005) argued that age differences between partners have implications for 

power dynamics within the household, the analysis found a general pattern according 

to which women aged 20–24 whose male partners are more than five years older are 

more likely to have been married before age 18. Choosing when and who to marry is 

one of the life‟s most important decisions, no one else has the right to make that 

decision (Wahhaj, 2014; UNPF, 2012; Walker, 2012). The decision to marry should 

be freely made, informed decision that is taken without fear, coercion, or undue 

pressure.  

 

Nour (2006) asserts that the individuals must enter marriage freely with full consent 

and must be at full age. The researcher‟s assumption is that early marriage is a 

forced union because these school children might have been forced by their parents 

to get married and, where there is no force, the decision does not come from the 

children‟s top mind because they are young to decide about their marriage. 

 

UNPF (2012) argues that child marriage jeopardizes girls‟ rights, such as the right to 

education, because new brides are usually forced to dropout of school to bear 
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children and to provide household labor. Lewis (2006) adds that early marriage can 

be a violation of children's basic rights to a childhood, to an education, to good 

health and to make decisions about their own lives. The study has attempted to 

carefully measure the impacts of child marriage on education. This theory is related 

to the study because it deals with child marriage in ages, matching and conditions of 

marriage in Tanzania context which is vulnerable to our societies.  

 

The relevance of this theory to the study is that it provides insights about the effects 

that school children get when they engage into early marriage. However, the theory 

ended up describing the effects that children get from engaging in early marriage; it 

does not say about the factors that lead students to engage into early marriage and 

who is most affected by the practice between girls and boys. Thus, the researcher 

supplemented this theory with Becker‟s Theory which is described below.  

 

2.1.2 Becker’s Theory of Marriage and Shrinking of Demand and Supply 

Models 

This theory was developed by Gary Becker 1970-1993; the main focus of this theory 

is drawn between earlier entrance and later entrance. UNPF (2012) shows that any 

marriage carried out below the age of 18 years, before the girl is physically, 

physiologically, and psychologically ready to shoulder the responsibilities of 

marriage and childbearing. The Law of Marriage Act of 1971 states that marriage is 

accepted if a girl is 15 years of age, while also stating that the marriage will be 

accepted if the girl is 14 years old, so long as there is consent from herself or her 

parents (Timothy, 2013). 
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 According to the Marriage Law Act of 1971, the minimum age for marrying a man 

is eighteen years while that of women is fifteen years, but with the consent of 

parents. TWLA (2013) shows that the position of the law subject female children to 

vulnerability; disempowerment in family matters and access to resources deprives 

female children opportunity to study and also endanger   their health status is 

endangered. Becker‟s theory shows that in the choice of a mate, there should be 

equilibrium division of output in marriage that can fall anywhere between the best 

division from males point of view and the best from female point of view. Gossbard 

(2006) asserts when marrying that there must be allocation of men and women into 

matches. Prices in Becker‟s D&S models of marriage are mostly implicit prices, 

although he recognizes that some societies also have explicit prices for brides or 

grooms, from the perspective of distribution, prices are closely related to incomes 

(Gossbard, 2006). Koshuma et al. (2008) points out that most of child marriages are 

arranged without the prior knowledge or consent of the bride, in most cases it is girls 

who are subjected to child marriage.  

 

UNICEF (2001) reports that customs surrounding marriage, including the desirable 

age and the way in which a spouse is selected, depends on a society‟s view of the 

family.The practice of early marriage limits access to education for many girls, and a 

smaller number of boys enter marriage without any chance of exercising their right 

to choose. Children are forced into marriage at a very early age, others are simply 

too young to make an informed decision about their marriage partner, or about the 

implications of marriage itself (UNICEF, 2001). 
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In this context, according to the above theories children are not supposed to be 

married at early age because early marriage limits children‟s right to education. 

There must be allocations of men and women into matches, the equilibrium division 

of output in marriage that can fall anywhere between the best division from males‟ 

point of view and the best from females‟ point of view. Students should not be 

forced into marriage at early marriage because marriage limits their education. 

 

Even though the theories above have made some elaborations on what is early 

marriage and its impacts to the partners engaging in it, the theories have not clearly 

explained the prevailing circumstances that lead youth to engage into early marriage. 

Thus, the researcher supplements these theories by another theory namely Feminist 

Sociology. 

  

This study builds on Smith‟s Feminist Sociology Theory to explain about early 

marriage uses the notion of standpoint to emphasize that what one knows is affected 

by where one stands (one‟s subject position) in society. Taking this view by Smith, it 

would imply that the culture of the people, the prevailing circumstances of an area 

and the behaviour of the people would influence the thinking and practices of 

individuals. Smith, though her theory, further emphasizes on the role of the 

environment and culture on behaviour by arguing that we begin from the world as 

we actually experience it, and what we know of the world and of the “other” is 

conditional on that location (Smith, 1987). Yet, Smith‟s argument is not that we 

cannot look at the world in any way other than from our given standpoint. Rather, 

her point is that (1) no one can have complete, objective knowledge; (2) no two 

people have exactly the same standpoint; and (3) we must not take the standpoint 
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from which we speak for granted. Instead, we must recognize it, be reflexive about 

it, and problematize it.  

 

Smith‟s feminist theory openly reformulates sociological theory by fully accounting 

for the standpoint of gender and its effects on our experience of reality. She argues 

that the status of men in the society is generally valued while that of women is 

devalued in the society. This would mean that women in the society, girls in 

Chamwino District in this respect, are undervalued this is why their education is not 

emphasized by the society members. Smith substantiates this claim by the researcher 

by her argument that subordinate groups are conditioned to view the world from the 

perspective of the dominant group, since the perspective of the latter is embedded in 

the institutions and practices of that world. Conversely, the dominant group enjoys 

the privilege of remaining oblivious to the worldview of the other or subordinate 

group, since the other is fully expected to accommodate to them. 

 

2.2 Empirical Literature Review 

This subsection describes some of the existing literature that provides empirical 

evidences of the issues related to early marriage in Tanzania and elsewhere. Each of 

the subsections below describes the literature as obtained from a particular country.  

 

2.2.1 Experience of early Marriage from North America  

Child marriage is more common in the United States, and it is officially called 

cohabitation (AFD, 2005). UNICEF (2011) report that 2.1 % of all girls in the 15-17 

years age group were in a child marriage, in the age group of 15-19, 7.6 % of all 

girls in the United States of America were formally married or in an informal union. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cohabitation
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The report adds that child marriage rates were higher for certain ethnic groups and 

states. In Spain, for example, 6.6 % of all girls in the 15-17 age groups were 

formally married or in an informal union, and 13 % of the 15-19 years age group 

were married (Ibid:16).  

 

Laws regarding child marriage vary in different states of the United States of 

America, children with 16 years and over may marry with parental consent, with the 

age of 18 being the minimum age (UNICEF, 2001). Those under 16, generally 

require a court order. In addition, parental studies conducted by UNICEF (2011) and 

UNPF (2012) show that in some provinces of Canada, people under 16 years can get 

married if they are pregnant and have the court's approval. 

 

2.2.2 Experiences of Early Marriage from Europe 

2.2.2.1  Early Marriage in the United Kingdom 

AFD (2005) shows that the marriageable age in Scotland is 16 years; no parental 

consent is required at that age. As with the United States of America, underage 

cohabitation is observed in the United Kingdom. The report indicates that 4.1% of 

all girls in the 15-19 age groups in the United Kingdom were cohabiting (living in an 

informal union), while 8.9% of all girls in that age group admitted to have been in a 

cohabitation relation; over 4% of all underage girls in the UK were teenage mothers. 

Early marriage is influenced by dowry and bride price, persecution, forced 

migration, and slavery, fear, poverty and social pressures, religion, civil law and 

child marriage, politics and financial relationships (Roberta, 2011). 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provinces_of_Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
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2.2.2.2 Early Marriage in Romania 

Early marriages are still common in the Roma community; girls get married at 15 

years, and sometimes at 10 years (Marian, 2014). For many Roma, early marriage is 

a relief from economic hardship but culture often precipitates the process (Mudork, 

1999). Virginity is an asset that families customarily trade for substantial sums of 

money, so marriage is arranged as early as possible in order to preserve the girl's 

desirability. Tradition can be taken to extremes, as exemplified in the highly-

publicized case (Roberta, 2011). 

 

2.2.2.3 Early Marriage in Turkey 

In Turkey, 28% of women are considered child brides. This number increases in the 

Southeastern Region to 40-45%. A child bride is defined by having forcibly pushed 

into marriage before the age of 17. Girls are married off early to minimize the 

economic burden on their family as well as the risk of any sexual contact before 

marriage, with the bride price that is still paid in many regions as an additional 

incentive. Girls are not given access to education or financial stability and are left to 

believe; their only option is to be married (Global giving, 2015). 

 

2.2.3 Experiences of Early Marriage from Asia   

2.2.3.1 Early Marriage in India 

India is among the countries that experience the problem of early marriage. A study 

by Hilary (2009) shows that early marriage in India is when either the woman is 

below 18 years, or the man is below 21 years. Most child marriages involve 

underage women, many of whom are in poor socio-economic conditions. UNICEF 

(2009) report reveals that 47% of India's women aged 20–24 were married before the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child_marriage
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legal age of 18 years, with 56% marrying before 18 years residing from rural areas. 

The report also showed that 40% of the worlds‟ child marriages occur in India.
 
The 

latest UNICEF report for India uses 2004-2005 household survey data on a small 

sample and other scholars
,
 report lower incidence rates for India. Raj et al. (2005) 

suggest that 22% of girls ever married aged 16–18 years, 20% of girls in India were 

married between 13-16 years, and 2·6% were married before 13 years.  

 

2.2.3.2 Early Marriage in Pakistan 

It is reported that more than 60 million girls around the world were married under 

the age of 18 by 2012 in Pakistan, out of which 24% were from rural areas and 18% 

from urban areas (Asad, 2013). Mohammed (2014) points out that one of Pakistan's 

most influential religious and constitutional bodies has announced that girls are 

ready for marriage the moment they reach puberty. UNPF (2007) asserts that child 

marriage in Pakistan is connected with tradition, culture, and customary practices. It 

sometimes involves the transfer of money, settlement of debts or exchange of 

daughters. The report add that Pakistan‟s Child Marriage Restraint Act (CMRA) 

1929 sets the legal age for marriage to 16 for women and 18 for men. 

 

2.2.4 Experience of Early Marriage from Latin American Countries 

Child marriage is common in Latin America and the Caribbean island nations. About 

29% of girls are married before 18 years (AFD, 2005). The child marriage incidence 

rates vary from one country to another. Countries in Latin America include 

Dominican Republic, Honduras, Brazil, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Haiti and Ecuador 

reporting some of the highest rates in the Americas (UNPF, 2012). The report adds 

that Bolivia and Guyana have shown the sharpest decline in child marriage rates as 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caribbean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominican_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honduras
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brazil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guatemala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicaragua
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haiti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecuador
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bolivia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guyana
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of 2012. Poverty and lack of laws mandating minimum age for marriage have been 

cited as reasons of child marriage in Latin America (UNICEF, 2011). 

 

2.2.5 Experiences of Early Marriage from Africa  

Forced marriage of women and girls is widely practiced in the African continent, 

while in the past the practice has predominantly served a cultural purpose; the 

context of the current economic downturn has led to an increase in forced child 

marriages for financial gain Community Africa Intelligence (Claudia, 2015). 

UNICEF (2014) reports that all African countries are faced with the challenge of 

child marriage, they also encounter a harmful traditional practice that robs girls of 

their education. They also face challenges about their health and their future. Early 

marriage is a common practice in Africa, this practice is caused by poverty, cultural 

traditions, religious beliefs and sociological factors (Walker, 2012; UNICEF, 2001). 

Early marriage can be caused by deep-rooted traditions compelling families to 

continue the practice of early marriage despite its effect (Nour, 2006).  Africa has the 

highest rates of child marriage, with over 70% of girls marrying under the age of 18 

(Walker, 2012).  

 

2.2.5.1 Early Marriage in Nigeria 

The Nigerian Child Rights Act, 2003 Article 21 states that “No person under the age 

of 18 years is capable of contracting a valid marriage and, accordingly, a marriage so 

contracted is null and void with no legal effect what so ever”. The Nigerian Child 

Rights Act of 2003 sets the minimum age of marriage at 18 years of age, but as of 

March 2013, only 23 of Nigeria‟s 36 states had adopted the Act. As a result, state 

laws on the minimum age of marriage vary. In Southern Nigeria, the minimum age 
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of marriage is between 18 and 21 years of age, depending on the region. In the 

North, it ranges from 12 to 15 years (ACPF, 2013). The study by UNPF (2012) 

indicates that, in Nigeria, 43% of girls are married off before 18 years old, 17% are 

married before they turn 15 years, the prevalence of child marriage varies widely 

from one region to another, with figures as high as 76% in the North West Region. 

The report adds that education is a strong indicator of whether a girl will marry as a 

child.  82% of women aged 20-24 with no education were married by the age of 18 

years, as opposed to 13% of women who have at least finished secondary education 

(ibid). The report shows that the Nigeria‟s child rights Act of 2003 sets the national 

legal minimum age of marriage at 18.  

 

2.2.5.2. Early Marriage in Ethiopia 

Haile (1994) conducted a study and found that early marriages in northern Ethiopia 

are traditional, parent-centered arrangements between two families and are widely 

prevalent. In northern Ethiopia, the vast majority of people conform to this tradition 

in order to secure their own and their children's futures, they raise their family's 

status, and they avoid stigmatization, and prevent the disgrace of premarital sex. 

UNICEF‟s (2013) report observes that, in Ethiopia, two in every five girls are 

married before the age of 18 and nearly one in five girls marries before the age of 15 

years. 

 

Hervish (2011) observes that prevalence rates vary greatly by region, and are often 

higher than national figures, such as in Amhara, Northern Ethiopia, where 50% of 

girls are married by 15 years. Ethiopia has one of the highest rates of early marriages 

in the world, with one in two girls marrying before 18 years, and one in five girls 
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marrying before the age of 15 years.
 
Early marriage is a deep rooted tradition in 

many Ethiopian communities, perpetuated by poverty, lack of education and 

economic opportunities, and social customs that limit the rights of women and girls 

(UNICEF, 2013). 

 

Nell (2013) indicates that early marriage is a big issue, 41% of women aged 20-24 

across Ethiopia were married under the age of 18. UNICEF (2001) notes that in 

Ethiopia and in parts of West Africa, marriage at seven or eight is common. UNPF 

(2012) nationwide, 20 percent of girls were married by 15 years, and 40 percent 

were married by 18 years. 

  

2.2.6 Experience of Early Marriage from East Africa 

2.2.6.1 Early Marriage in Kenya 

Despite the declaration of a law prohibiting child marriages in Kenya, the practice is 

still rampant in the country‟s rural areas (Plan, 2015). The report indicates that most 

parents in rural Kenya marry off their girl children as young as 14 years to escape to 

pangs of poverty and out of the fear and stigma associated with teen pregnancies and 

children born out of wedlock. Grace (2007) points out that the major reasons for 

early marriage in Kenya are poverty; traditional desire to protect girls from out-of-

wedlock pregnancies, HIV/AIDS pandemic; and civil strife in neighboring countries. 

 

2.2.6.2 Early Marriage in Uganda 

Like many countries in the world, Uganda also suffers from the sickness of early 

marriage. Ntenga (2012) argues that early marriage is a widespread problem in 

Uganda. The Uganda Constitution of  1995, Article 31 – Rights of the Family: (1) 
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men and women of the age of eighteen years and above have the right to marry and 

to find a family and are entitled to equal rights in marriage, during marriage and at 

its dissolution (ACPF, 2013).  

 

UNICEF (2011) estimates that 46 percent of women aged 20-24 years old were 

married before they were 18 years. That is much higher than the African average of 

34 percent; Poverty, of course perpetuates the practice, families often choose to 

marry off their daughters in exchange for goats or cows (Ntenga, 2012). 

 

2.2.7 Experiences  of  Early Marriage in Tanzania  

UNPF (2012) shows that Tanzania has one of the highest child marriage prevalence 

rates in the world, on average, almost two out of five girls were married before 18 

years.  37% of the women aged 20-24 years were married in union before 18 years. 

Data shows a 4% decline since 2004, the report adds that 61% of women aged 20-24 

years with no education and 39% with primary education were married before the 

age of  18, compared to only 5% of women with secondary education or higher. 

Girls from the poorest 20% of the households were more than twice as likely to be 

married or in union before age 18 years than girls from the richest 20% of the 

households (Koshuma et al, 2008).  

 

Karei and Erulkar (2012) did a research in Tabora using a sample of 2000 girls and 

400 parents, used the age group of 12-17 years old for children in Tabora. The study 

observed that, in Tabora, a considerable proportion of girls married early have only 

limited discussions on education and health issues. The study observes that children 

experience intimate partner violence and have high unmet need for family planning. 
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The study also indicates that in 2010, women aged 20-24 years and living in rural 

areas were almost twice as likely to be married or in union before age of 18 years 

than their urban counterparts. The authors observe that lack of awareness to the 

community is among the factors contributing to the problem of early marriage. The 

study shows that many communities are not aware of the child marriage; they 

practice it due to culture, tradition and poverty. 

 

A study done by Koshuma et al. (2008) in Mwanza, Mara, Costal and Dar es Salaam 

regions and found that majority of people were not aware of what the law says about 

who is a child. The level of understanding differed from one region to another. The 

report adds that respondents who defined child marriage to be marriage under the 

age of 14 years (5.3 per cent), under the age of 17 years (9.9 per cent), and those in 

mixed categories (12.6 per cent) all of which is troublesome, even respondents who 

had indicated that childhood ends at 18 years subsequently claimed that, in marital 

terms, childhood ends after puberty and that always coincides with the completion of 

primary schooling. UNPF (2012) said that married girls have few social connections, 

restricted mobility, limited control over resources and little or no power in their new 

households.  

 

Poverty contributes to early marriage among the group age of 15-19 years old 

(Walker, 2012; UNICEF, 2001). Girls from the poorest 20% of the households were 

more than twice as likely to be married/ in union before the age of 18 than girls from 

the richest households (Ali, 2001; UNICEF, 2001).  
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Walker (2012) reveal that gender inequalities may contribute to early marriage, 

gender inequality lowers a girl‟s and woman‟s ability to make decisions related to 

her education and health, but also when and who to marry. The study used the age 

group of 15- 19 years old for children in Tanzania. Two out of five married women 

do not participate in making decisions regarding their own health care. In Mara 

Region, 8% of women participate in household decision-making while in 

Kilimanjaro Region the figure is 64% (Karei and Erulkar, 2012).  

 

2.3 Synthesis and Knowledge Gap 

A number of studies have been conducted on the issue of early marriage, both 

locally and internationally. What the researcher generally concludes from the 

reviewed literature is that lack of knowledge may is thought to be the reason for 

practicing early marriage among students, premarital sex and pregnancy among 

youth. Limited law enforcement activity is another important reason for the 

continuity of the practice of early marriage in spite of the legal provision is the 

impression among parents that the laws and their consequences pose little real threat. 

Few social connections, restricted mobility, limited control and little or no power in 

households are, thus, especially vulnerable to early marriage. Parents worry about 

ensuring their daughters' virginity and chastity. Child marriage is also seen as a 

protective mechanism against premarital sexual activity, unintended pregnancies, 

and sexually transmitted diseases (STDs). The latter concern is even greater in this 

era of HIV/AIDS. Women‟s lack of decision-making power in their families and 

communities is exacerbated by the inherent power imbalance between a young girl 

and her husband, who is often 10 years or more her senior. 
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Tanzanian Government has failed to ensure about the provision of comprehensive 

sexuality education in primary and secondary schools. From the review of different 

literature, little is known about the contribution of early marriage to school dropout 

among students. The problem of the study is the contribution of early marriage to 

school dropout among students in secondary schools. Therefore, the study will deal 

with the contribution of early marriage to school dropout among students in 

secondary schools in Chamwino District. 

 

2.4 Conceptual Framework 

The conceptual framework presented in this section describes the relationship 

between independent variables, mediating variable and dependent variables. As 

asserted by Kombo and Tromp (2006), dependent variables are variables that the 

researcher is attempting to predict, they are also known as out outcome variables. In 

this case, the dependent variables are early marriage and school dropout. 

 

In conceptualizing the frame work for the current study, variables were taken into 

account. Independent variables are those which influence other variables (Poverty, 

location, lack of community awareness, lack of committed community leaders, 

limited law enforcement and lack of education in the community). Intermediate 

variables are also known as precipitating variables (Inability to pay school fees, 

educational campaign, community meeting, willing of the parents to support 

education, law and policy guiding a child and Marriage Act, and community by 

laws). Poverty may lead to other factors such as inability to pay school fees and 

other school contributions, which drive some students to get marriage while they are 

at school as a result to school dropout.  
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Lack of education among community members is another factor which is prone to 

early marriage and school dropout among students; therefore, education should be 

provided so as to reduce early marriage to school dropout among students. The 

circumstance which drives some students to get marriage at early ages includes 

limited law enforcement and lack of committed community leaders. The 

establishment of community by- laws, the laws and policies guiding the child right 

and Marriage Act will reduce the practice of early marriage. 

 

Students who are more likely to drop from school are those who are walking long 

distance from home to school, therefore, building hostels will reduce the practice of 

early marriage to school dropout among students. 

Lastly, lack of community awareness may lead to child marriage in the sense that the 

community is not aware on the impact of early marriage; therefore, they do not even 

attend in the meeting. The community needs to be educated so as to raise the 

awareness. 

The relationship among these variables is shown in the figure below. 
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Figure 2. 1: A conceptual frame work for the study 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Researcher’s  

design (2015) 

 

 

 

Source: Researcher Design (2015). 
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2.5 Summary 

The review of the available literature proved that poverty, traditional and cultural 

practice, child labor, religion and ethnic groups and gender inequalities contribute to 

early marriage. Also, lack of community awareness, lack of committed community 

leaders, limited law enforcement, lack education among community members and 

distance from home to school contribute to early marriage among students. Early 

marriage inevitably denies children of school age their rights to the education. 

Children need their personal development, their preparation for adulthood and their 

effective contribution to the future wellbeing of their families and society. The 

practices of early marriage affect children psychologically, physically and 

emotionally hence likelihood of dropping out from schools.  
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CHAPTER THREE 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.0 Introduction 

Methodology is a composite of philosophy, concepts, data-gathering procedures, and 

statistical methods that provide perhaps the most thoroughly elaborated basis for the 

systematic examination of human subjectivity (Given, 2008:699). This chapter then 

gives a description of the research methods used to come up with the findings 

presented in this study. The chapter includes, research approach, research design, 

study location, target population, sampling procedures and sample size, research 

instruments and their validity and reliability, data analysis and ethical issues. 

  

3.1 Research Approach  

This study employed mixed research methods; mixed method combines qualitative 

and quantitative research methods with each approach adding something to the 

understanding of the phenomena (Ary, Jacob and Sorensen, 2010). Integrating both 

qualitative and quantitative approaches is a strategy to overcome the weaknesses and 

limitations of one of the approaches (Patton, 1990). Mixed methods were used in this 

study because it offers a better understanding of the research problem than a single 

method and expand the depth of the study. 

 

Qualitative approach was mostly used than others because the researcher needed to 

get first-hand information and in-depth explanation concerning the problem under 

study. Quantitative approach was used because of some statistical data that was 

required to give some insights about the prevalence of the problem under the study. 
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3.2 Research Design 

This study employed a case study design because of a number of reasons; a case 

study design is useful in social science research since it gives the researcher an 

ample time to study and understand the phenomena in its context (Yin, 1994.). Since 

the problem of early marriage exists in many areas of the country, the researcher 

needed to make an empirical study to make an inquiry of the problem of early 

marriage in a real life context. In additional this design angers well with mixed 

methods approach because one of the strengths of case study design is its 

opportunity to mix methods, data and data source. The researcher then used 

Chamwino District as a case study of the research. The researcher preferred this 

design because it helps in providing much information than what is available through 

other methods; this is because the design allows a researcher to collect data using 

multiple methods (i.e. interviews, questionnaire, observation, documentary review, 

etc.) (Neale, Thapa and Boyee, 2006). 

 

3.3 The Study Area 

This study was conducted around Chamwino District in Dodoma Region.  The 

District is bordered by Dodoma Municipal to the West, Bahi District to the South, 

Kondoa and Chemba districts to the North, Mpwapwa and Kongwa districts to the 

East. The District has 29 secondary schools where two schools are privately owned 

and 27 schools are community secondary schools (data from Chamwino District 

council, DEO‟s office, 2014). The main economic activity of the population in 

Chamwino is agriculture. The study was conducted in four selected secondary 

schools located in the Chamwino. The social economic status of the people at 

Chamwino District influenced the researcher to conduct the study at the area. In the 
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District, there is highest rate of students‟ dropout in secondary schools. What is 

more, the number of girls dropping schools is higher than that of boys in the schools. 

Thus, the researcher assumed that such increased dropout of girls from schools is 

influenced by early marriage in the schools. Four schools were thought to be enough 

to provide the data required for the study. 

 

3.4 Target Populations 

Target population refers to all individuals of which the researcher is interested to 

research (Marczyk, 2005). Cohen and Marrion (2003) assert that target population 

includes all group members or elements that the researcher hopes to gather 

information and draw conclusion. The target population for this study were 

secondary schools, secondary school teachers, students, parents and community 

leaders around Chamwino District. The study selected four wards which are found in 

Chamwino District which had the following population, 11178, 4360, 4156 and 8415 

respectively. The total population was 28,109 (URT, Population and Houses Census, 

2012). 

 

3.5 Sample, Sample Size and Sampling Procedures  

Simple refers to a small group, or subset of the total population in such a way that 

the knowledge gained is representative of the population (Cohen et al., 2000). The 

study comprised the sample of 104 respondents, which included teachers, students, 

community leaders and parents. Singh (2007) defines sampling as the process or 

technique of selecting a suitable sample, representative of the population from which 

it is taken for the purpose of determining parameters or characteristics of the whole 
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population. The study used both purposive and simple random sampling techniques 

to obtain the informants of the study.  

 

Purposive sampling was administered to select schools, teachers and community 

leaders. Purposive sampling was also used to get the four schools used in the study; 

only those schools with the highest rate of dropout were used in the study. Discipline 

masters/mistresses and head teachers were also purposively involved in the study by 

virtue of their position. These people were involved because they were believed to 

hold important information about students who dropped school and get married and 

that they held information about the whereabouts of the student after they dropped 

school. Also, parents who had children at the schools were also involved in the 

study. Simple random sampling were administered to students, and parents  

 

3.5.1 Schools 

In this study, four community secondary schools were purposively selected among 

other schools found in Chamwino District. These schools had a high rate of school 

dropout as evidenced in the preliminary investigation made by the researcher before 

the main study. Therefore, they were considered rich in information that would assist 

in giving reliable data for the accomplishment of this study.  

 

3.5.2 Teachers 

The study involved 28 teachers who were found in the schools were selected in 

convenience; i.e. only those teachers found in schools during the day of the 

researchers‟ visit were asked to participate in the study. 
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Table 3. 1: Number of teachers involved in the study 

School A                  School B     School  C  School  D       Total 

F        M                 F  M F       M   F      M              F    M  

1        6                 1   6 2        5    2      5          6   22   

GRAND  TOTAL 28 

    Source: Field Data (2015). 

3.5.3 Students 

The study involved a total of 36 students who were randomly selected among the 

four schools. The study involved Form Three and Form Four students because these 

classes had students who were at adolescence age (15-18). The researcher thought 

that these students would give the required information and also they were 

vulnerable to early marriage. Purposive sampling was done to select the classes, but 

in the selection of students in those classes was done using random sampling 

technique. To get the students, the researcher separated the students in the category 

of boys and girls and then asked them to count one to four, only those girls who 

counted number four were included in the study. The same process was used to 

obtain participants from the group of boys.  Table 3.2 shows the number of students 

involved in the study. 

 

Table 3. 2: Number of students involved in the study 

School A          School B              School  C   School  D        Total 

F  M                   F M F       M     F   M                F    M  

5   4                    6 3 3       6      4    5           18   18  

GRAND  TOTAL 36 

Source: Field data (2015). 
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3.5.4 Local Leaders  

Local leaders were also involved in the study; purposive sampling procedure was 

used to select community leaders to participate in this study. These participants were 

seen important in the study because they provided the information about cases of 

early marriages and school dropout in their offices. Eight (08) community leaders 

(Ward executive officers (WEO) and village executive officers (VEO) were involved 

in the study. Among them, 4 community leaders were WEOs and 4 community 

leaders were VEOs. 

 

3.5.5 Parents 

This study involved 32 parents from 4 villages. Parents were involved in the study 

because they were directly involved with day to day caring of the children either as 

biological parents or guardians. Therefore, the researcher believed that they would 

give reliable information, knowledge, and perception on what they see in their 

community and what they really knew concerning the problem of early marriage and 

its influence on school dropout. Furthermore, parents were involved since they are 

directly or indirectly involved in the process of marrying off their children. 

Availability and readiness to participate in the study and gender were among the 

criteria used in the selection of parents.   

 

3.6 Data Collection Methods 

Data collection method refers to the process of gathering specific information aimed 

at proving or refuting some facts (Kombo and Tromp, 2006).  In this study, 

interviews were administered to teachers, parents and students while questionnaire 

were administered to parents, students and community leaders. Kothari (2004) 
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argues that there are several ways of collecting the appropriate data which differ 

considerably in context of money costs, time and other resources at the disposal of 

the researcher. 

 

3.6.1 interviews  

According to Adam and Kamuzora (2008), interview is a verbal conversation 

between two or more people through direct contact, either face to face, through 

telephone or video conferencing for the purpose of asking information. In this study, 

unstructured interviews were administered parents and teachers. Interviews were 

preferred because of their reliability, precision and flexibility. In this study, 

interviews permitted the to ask supplementary and restructure questions and clarify 

questions or issues that could not be clearly be understood by the respondents. This 

method was useful to parents as the researcher was not sure if all parents knew how 

to read and write; teachers were also interviewed because the researcher understood 

that the teachers had enough time for interviews and that face to face conversation 

with the teachers, of which the researcher herself is a teacher, would help her to get 

much information from fellow teachers. 

 

3.6.2 Questionnaire 

Blessing and Chakrabarti (2009) argues that questionnaires are used to collect 

thoughts, beliefs, opinions, and reasons, from people about past, present or future 

facts and events, by asking questions. Questionnaires were administered to teachers 

and local leaders. The respondents were asked to give out the contribution of early 

marriage to school dropout. The choice of this method was due to the reason that it is 

useful in data collection since respondents were able to read and then give responses 
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to each item, additionally questionnaire were used to reach a large number of 

subjects. 

 

3.7 Validity and reliability of the research instrument 

3.7.1 Validity 

Kothari (2004) define validity as the extent to which differences found with a 

measuring instrument reflect true differences among those being tested. Validity is 

about truthfulness, it measures what it is intended to measure (Vanderstoep and 

Johnston, 2009). The validity of data collection instruments in this study were tested 

through different experts who gave judgments which helped to improve content 

validity.  

 

3.7.2 Reliability 

Reliability refers to the extent to which the instrument yields the same score across 

different times group of people or versions of the instruments; reliability is about 

consistency (Kothari, 2004). The reliability of the instruments was ensured through 

clear instructions and questions that were asked during the study. The research tools 

were appraised through triangulation. Different respondents were asked the same 

question by using different instruments so as to allow the researcher to get 

information on the contribution of early marriage to school dropout among students. 

Questionnaire and interview produce the same results on repeated trials.   

 

3.8 Data Analysis Procedure 

Kombo and Tromp (2006) assert that data analysis refers to the process of examining 

what has been collected in a survey or experiment and make decisions and inference. 
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In this study, a qualitative research method was employed during data analysis. 

Qualitative data were analyzed thematically by reading the interview scripts and 

documents to identify the recurrent themes which were counted as the findings of the 

study. Qualitative data were analyzed by arranging responses according to the 

research questions. Thereafter, similar responses were tallied and inferences 

conclusion and recommendation were drawn. Quantitative data (the questionnaires‟ 

responses) were collected and analyzed through Statistical package for social 

sciences (SPSS version 20). Words and tables were used to present the findings. 

Then, during the presentation and discussion of the data in writing up the report all 

the findings were presented basing on the specific objectives of this study.  

 

3.9 Ethical Considerations 

According to Neuman (2006), research ethics refers to what is and what is not 

legitimate to do or what moral procedures are involved in conducting a research. 

Before the field visit, the researcher secured the introduction letter from the 

University that was used to obtain a research permit to Chamwino District Executive 

Director. The District Education Officer (DEO) wrote an introduction letter to the 

head of selected school to allow the researcher to continue with the study. In the 

schools, the researcher sought permission from the heads of institutions before 

conducting the study. The informants consent was sought after the purpose of the 

study was made clear to them before data collection process. Neither real name of 

the informants nor of the institutions was included in the report so as to ensure 

confidentiality.  
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3.10 Chapter summary 

In this chapter the study outlined the research approach and design used in the study, 

namely qualitative approach and phenomenology research design. The sample size 

used in the study was 108 respondents including; 36 students, 32 parents, 28 teachers 

and 12 local leaders. Purposively sampling, simple random sampling were 

administered in the study, data collection techniques used in the study were 

questionnaires and interview. Ethical issues were adhered to, validity and reliability 

issues were highly considered through appraisal and pilot of the tools. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

PRESENTATION OF THE FINDINGS 

4.0 Introduction 

This chapter presents the findings of the study. The findings were presented into two 

main sub headings; the first section describes the profile of the respondents while the 

second part presents the findings of the study in relation to the research questions 

employed during data collection; the methods used for data collection methods are 

questionnaires and interviews. 

 

4.1 Demographic Characteristics of the Respondents 

This section provides information about gender, occupational and educational status 

of the respondents used in this study. Responses from teachers, parents, community 

leaders, and students were analyzed through interview and questionnaire. 

 

4.1.1 Respondent’s Gender 

The researcher thought that it was important to have equal gender representation in 

the study in order to capture different views from stakeholders. As well, school 

dropout in Chamwino District is equally practiced by both boys and girls, thus it was 

necessary to assess if early marriage equally affected both boys and girls in 

Chamwino District secondary schools. Table 4.1 presents the categories of the 

respondents involved in the study by gender. 
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Table 4. 1: Respondents by gender 

Genders of 

Respondents 

Male Female Total 

Respondents 

Total of 

Percentage Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage 

Parents  20 62.5 12 37.5 32 100 

Students 22 68.75 14 31.25 36 100 

Village 

leaders 

05 62.5 03 37.5 08 100 

Teachers  18 64.28 10 35.71 28 100 

Ward 

leaders 

03 75 01 25 04 100 

 

Source: Field Data (2015) 

The participants involved in this study are categorized as follow: 22 (68.75 %) of the 

students participants were boys, 14 (31.25 %) of the students participants were girls 

from the four sampled secondary schools. As for parent participants, 20 (62.9 %) of 

them were males while females were 12 (37.5 %). Furthermore, with regard to 

village leaders, 3 (37.5 %) were female and 5 (62.5 %) of them were males. Another 

group of participants were teachers of which 10 (35.71 %) were females while 18 

(64.28 %) teachers were males. And lastly, female local leaders were 4 (25 %) and 

males were 12 (75 %). 

 

4.1.2 Occupation Status of the Parents 

The researcher also found it is important to find the information about the 

occupation status of the parents so that it could help in the analysis of the responses 

given. This was considered important since comparison of the responses would help 

in assessing the level of community awareness among parents on the issue of early 

marriage and school dropout. Table 4.2 presents the occupational status of the 

respondents.  
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Table 4. 2: Occupation status of the parents 

Occupation status       Frequency                   Percent 

 

Agriculture           16                     50.0 

Business             8                     25.0 

Others             8                     25.0 

Total           32                                                                 100.0 

Source: Field Data, 2015 

The information obtained revealed that most of parent, 16 (50%) were peasants. This 

shows that agriculture is the main economic activity in Chamwino District.  

4.1.3 Education Status 

This part presents the educational status of the respondents in the study area.  This 

aspect of educational status of the respondents was considered important since it 

could result into reliable information about the awareness of the community on early 

marriage as a factor for school dropout among students in Chamwino District. Table 

4.3 below summarises the educational status of the respondents. 

 

Table 4. 3: Education status 

Education status Frequency Percent 

 

Primary level 14 43.75 

Secondary level 10 31.25 

Certificate 08 25 

Total 32 100. 

Source: Field Data (2015). 
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Table 4.3 indicates that respondents who had primary level of education were greater 

than other levels by 14 (43.75 %).  

 

4.2 Awareness of the Community on Early Marriage to School Dropout among 

Students  

This aspect intended to investigate the awareness of the community members on the 

issue of early marriage to school dropout among students. This part of the research 

helped to answer the first research question. In particular, this investigated the 

awareness of the community members about the right age for a girl or a boy to be 

married, causes of early marriage and effects of early marriage to a married child. 

The study also investigated the phenomena by asking the respondents to give out the 

strategies that were employed to reduce the problem. 

Table 4. 4: The Right Age for a Child to be Married 

Age Frequency Percent 

13-15 16 50.00 

16-18 10 31.25 

19-25 06 18.75 

Total 32 100.00 

Source: Field Data (2015) 

Table 4.4 indicates that 16 (50 %) of parents in questionnaire said that the age 

between the age of 13 and15 years, children could be married in their community, 10 

(31.25 %) of the parents said that children were married at the age of 16-18, while 

6(18.75) said children were married at the age of 19-25. The findings reveal that 

most of children were married at the age of 13-15 years followed by those who were 

married at the age of 16-18. The study observed that at the age of 13-15 children 
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undergo a great biological change in their bodies, hence vulnerable to early marriage 

as others considered them already mature.  

When asked as to why they thought that the age  they mentioned was proper for the 

children to be married, 16 (50 %) of the respondents said that children were married 

at early ages because they  had reached  puberty while the rest, 16(50%) of 

respondents, said it is because they were mentally and physically  mature to carry 

out parental responsibilities.  

 

Table 4. 5: Indicators for Early Marriage 

Indicators for early marriage Frequency Percent 

Puberty age 16 50.0 

Mental and physical maturity 16 50.0 

Total 32 100.0 

Source: Field Data (2015) 

 

Findings from the interviews conducted with parents on the aspect of proper age for 

a child to be married further reiterate the findings presented above. The following 

are the responses given by respondents: 

Parent one: 

 …“Readiness for marriage is connected with puberty, which is 

not linked to a specific age. It almost happens before the age 

of 18 years…” 

 

Furthermore, in respect of the same question another parent had this to say:  

 ….“In our community, when a youth reaches puberty we 

believe that he/she is mature enough to marry…”  

 

Another parent argued that there are some indicators that a child he/she is expected 

to marry or be married off once they are developed. She had this to say:  
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…“15 years and above is the proper age for a girl to get 

married since this is the legally allowed age for young people 

to marry. However, when they reach puberty age and when 

their bodies are physically mature they can get married…” 

(Interview with a parent in May, 2015). 

 

The study also intended to investigate whether early marriage contributed to school 

dropout. In the interviews conducted with parents, the study revealed that most of 

the community members were not aware of the contribution of the early child 

marriage on the school dropout among students. This was evident when one parent 

said: 

 …“These children dropout from school nowadays because 

they think life is easy. Others dropout to do business; 

however, I don‟t think that they dropout because of the early 

marriage…”  

 

Moreover, the study found that marriage is not the sole contributor of school 

dropout which implies that there are factors beyond early marriage that 

contributes to school dropout among students in Chamwino District. With 

regard to this observation, one of the respondents had this to say: 

 …“This early marriage does not influence them to dropout 

school because we see many of them dropping out of school, 

but they are not married, they are just here with us…” 

(Interview with a parent in May, 2015). 

 

4.2.1 The Effects of Early Marriage  among Students in Secondary School 

This aspect intended to explore the effects caused by early marriage to children 

(students) in secondary schools. Questionnaires were administered to students, while 

interviews were administered to parents and teachers for the purpose of collecting 

views on this aspect. 
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Table 4. 6: Presenting Findings on the Effects of Early Marriage to Students 

Effects of early marriage among students Frequency Percent 

 

Psychological problems 2 5.6 

School dropout 18 50 

Little education 4 11.1 

Poverty 12 33.3 

Total 36 100 

Source: Field Data (2015) 

Findings summarized in Table 4.6 indicate that 18 (50 %) of the students mentioned 

school dropout as one the effects of early marriage to students, while 11.1% of the 

respondents voted acquisition of little education as an effect caused by early 

marriage to children. 33.3% of the respondents opined that early marriage causes 

poverty among the married children and their families. 

 When asked about the major effects brought by early marriage to academic life of 

the students, one teacher had this to say: 

 …“The major effect of early marriage is school dropout (they fail 

to complete secondary education) followed by the increase of 

poverty and dependence in the community…” (Interview with a 

teacher in school A, 2015). 

When responding to the same question about the effects brought by early marriage to 

children who are married early, one teacher said: 

…“They get pregnant while still young, hence they get 

complications during delivery as a result they they undergo 

caesarian section. When you are operated you become weak, 

you cannot work hard again to earn a living…” (Interview with 

a teacher in school B, 2015). 
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4.2.2 The Students who are More Affected  by Early Marriage 

This aspect of the study aimed at collecting information on the sex which is mostly 

affected by early marriage between male children and female children. Both 

interviews and questionnaires were used in collecting data about the most affected 

sex among the students engaging in early marriage.  The findings showed that 

female students are the one who were much affected by early marriage. 

 

Table 4. 7: Students who are more affected by early marriage in the study 

areas. 

Gender affected more 

byearly marriage  

  Parents Students Village leaders 

Frequency    Percent Frequenc   Percent Frequenc  Percent 

 Girls 26 81.25 25 69.4 05 62.5 

Boys 04 12.50 5 13.8 02 25 

Both 02 6.25 6 16.6 01 12.5 

Total 32 100 36 100 08 100 

Source: Field Data, 2015 

 

Findings presented in Table 4.7 show that girls are the ones who are more affected 

by the practice of early marriage compared to boys. 81.25% of parents said that girls 

are more affect by early marriage; on the other hand, 12.5% of the respondents 

accepted that boys are the one who are more affected, while 6.25 % of parents 

opined that both girls and boys were affected by the problem. Similarly 69.4 % of 

students were on the opinion that girls are more affected, while 13.8 % of them 

agreed that boys were affected by the challenge of early marriage. However, 16.6 % 

of students opined that both boys and girls were affected by early marriage. 

Responses from village leaders show that 62.5 % of them accepted that girls were 

affected more than boys compared to 25% who mentioned that boys were affected. 

The rest 12.5% were on the opinion that both girls and boys are affected.   
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 The Table 4.8 indicates that the reasons for not having meetings and discussion 

were due to lack of commitment among leaders; this was argued by 31.25%, of all 

respondents , while those who argued that meetings were not held because parents 

were busy with their own issues were 21.87% of all respondents. Similarly, the 

findings showed that 46.87% of the respondents had the opinion that meetings were 

not held because the community lacked awareness on the issue of early marriage and 

its impacts on academic life among students. 

Table 4. 8: Reasons for not Having Meetings in the Community 

 Reason             Frequency    Percentage 

 

Parents are busy 07 21.87 

Lack of community awareness 15 46.87 

Lack of commitment among leaders 10 31.25 

Total 32 100 

Source: Field Data (2015) 

The findings further indicate that the community in the studied area lacked 

awareness on the issue of early marriage and its effects on the learning process of the 

children. This was evidenced from the respondents who were interviewed. The 

following are some of the quoted responses from the interviews: 

…“Of course, this community is still not aware on the impact of 

early marriage, even when I call parents meeting at school to 

discuss issues related to school dropout, no parent attends the 

meeting”….(Interview with the headmaster in May, 2015). 

Another comment which also justified that there was lack of awareness from the 

community was given by one parent during the interviews. The parent said:  

 …“We have never conducted a meeting to discuss these issues 

of early marriage because no education is given about this here 

in our village. Leaders themselves do not sensitize people on 

this”... (Interview with parent, ward D in May, 2015). 
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4.3 Contribution of Early Marriage to School Dropout 

In this objective, the study aimed at investigating the extent to which dropout was a 

result of early marriage. The findings from both questionnaires and interviews 

revealed that there were cases of dropouts in the study area. The findings revealed 

that early  marriage contributes only to 14.70% of the school dropout and it is 

bypassed by poverty (29.41%) followed by lack of awareness on  the effects of 

dropout by parents and location of the school which makes students to walk a long 

distance to and from school (16.75%) respectively as shown in Table 4.9. 

 

Table 4. 9:  The Factors Contributing to Dropout among Students 

Factors for school dropout  Parents Students Percentage 

Poverty 08 12 29.41% 

Location of the school 05 06 16.17% 

Girls isolation 04 04 11.76% 

Illiteracy among parents 05 06 16.17% 

Lack of awareness 04 04 11.76%) 

Early marriage 06 04 14.70%) 

Total  32 36   100.00 

Source: Field Data (2015) 

From the findings, 20 (29.41%) of students responded that early marriage is caused 

by poverty, location of the school was voted for by 11(16.17%) of the respondents. 

The findings from interviews also revealed that poverty is the main factor 

encouraging early marriage. One parent had this to say: 

…Due to financial problems, students drop from school for 

marriage, most of the families in rural areas think that children 

are a source of income in the family when they are married. 

Lack of education among the community members on the 

early marriage perpetuates the problem…” (Interviews with a 

parent in May, 2015). 
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Lack of awareness was evidenced as a factor for early marriage which at the end, 

results into school dropout among students in Chamwino District. One teacher said 

this during the interview: 

 …“Sometimes students are not aware and they don‟t take 

academic matters seriously, so they engage into sexual 

intercourses without knowing about its impacts to their 

education. Apart from that, the environment was the main 

factor for students to drop from school for marriage due to the 

fact that the school was allocated far from home…”(Interview 

with a teacher in school C in May, 2015). 

 

A student who dropped from school for marriage when giving her views on the issue 

of early marriage and the reasons why they dropout from schools had this to say: 

…“I saw it better to get married rather than continuing with 

school; I was tired with the long distance walk from home to 

school every day. I was happy when I got a man to marry 

me…” (Interview with a student who dropped from school for 

marriage, May, 2015). 

Headmaster in school A affirmed that there were cases of students dropping out from 

school in his school. The head teacher said the following during an interview with 

him: 

…“I got ten cases of early marriage in my office last year, one 

boy dropped from school and married a girl in the village. Nine 

girls got married in 2014. The main reason put forward by the 

students was that they were tired of a long distance walk from 

home to school, the environment was not friendly to them to 

continue with schooling…” (Interview with a head teacher in 

school A, May, 2015). 

4.4 Strategies Taken to Reduce Early Marriage among Students 

This aspect was aimed to collect information from community leaders, parents and 

teachers concerning any measure, or strategies that were undertaken by the 

community and the government in combating the problem of early marriage and its 

contribution to school dropout among students. 
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Table 4. 10: Strategies to Reduce Early Marriage to School dropout among 

Students 

The strategies to  reduce early marriage   Respondents  

Frequency Percentages 

Education on early marriage to the community   28 35 

Strict by-laws 19 23.75 

Selecting leaders who are     committed and 

serious at the village 

14 17.5 

Meeting and discussion in the community 19 23.75 

Total  80 100 

Source: Field Data (2015) 

The results in Table 4.10 show that 28(35%) of the respondents pointed out that 

education about marriage was not effectively given, while 19(23.75%) of the 

respondents said that there were no strict by-laws to deal with those involved in early 

marriage in the community. Similarly, 14 (17.5%) of the respondents argued that 

community leaders were not committed in solving this problems. 19 (23.75%) of the 

respondents voted for frequent lack of community meetings and discussions in 

solving the problem. 

In the interviews, one teacher had similar views and opinions on the strategies as 

those which were pointed out in the questionnaire responses. The following were 

some opinions from the respondents: 

…“community members lack education on the issue of 

early marriage and its impact. Therefore, education should 

be provided so as to reduce early marriage among 

students…” (Interview with a teacher in school A, May, 

2015) 

While giving out his opinion, one local leader said: 

 …”I think the Government should build hostels and boarding 

schools for our children…” (Interview with local leader in 

May, 2015). 
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One student respondent gave out the views similar to those found through the 

questionnaire responses; the respondent said that: 

 …“Gender education should be given, also strict laws should be 

applied to those marrying girls at their youngest age. Parents 

should also talk to their children about early marriage and its 

effects like early pregnancies…” (Interview with local leader, 

May, 2015) 

 

One of the findings in relation to this aspect of measures or strategies that should be 

undertaken to address the issue of early marriage was economic support to young 

girls. This was pointed out by one student who had this to say: 

…“Parents should give their children important needs so as to 

avoid temptations from men who use their economic power to 

influence girls to engage in sexual relationships and end up 

marrying them at very young ages…” 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS 

5.0 Introduction 

This chapter presents the discussion of the findings about the contribution of early 

marriage to school dropout among students in secondary schools around Chamwino 

District. The discussion is done with the reflection of the objectives of the study. To 

point again, the objectives of the study were to investigate the community awareness 

of early marriage to school dropout among students at secondary schools, to find out 

the extent to which dropout from schools is contributed by early marriage and to 

examine strategies undertaken in order to control the problem of early marriage to 

students dropout in secondary schools around Chamwino District. 

 

5.1 The Community’s Awareness on the Contribution of Early marriage to 

school dropout among Students 

In this objective, the study intended to assess the awareness of the community about 

the contribution of early marriage to students‟ dropout in secondary schools. The 

findings showed that, to some extent, the community was not aware of the issue of 

early marriage which caused school dropout among students.  

Lack of knowledge about the impact of child marriage was another reason for school 

dropout among students. Respondents said that child marriage was fuelled by 

poverty, public „ignorance‟ about the impact of child marriage, traditional culture, 

and poor parenting among other factors. Majority of the respondents argued that 

child marriage occurs in their areas because people are not aware of the impacts of 

early marriage and of the national laws and regulations regarding age of marriage. 
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Majority of respondents (parents) interviewed in schools seemed to know very little 

about the consequences of child marriage. 

 

The study found that most of parents marry their children at the puberty age of 13-15 

years, while at this age they are supposed to be at school. This finding corroborate 

with the findings by Koshuma et al. (2008) which found that a child who have 

reached puberty even if he/she is still in school has become an adult and can no 

longer be regarded as a child.  These findings agree with the findings by  Human 

Right watch (2014) and Pathfinder International (2006) who reported that in many 

traditional societies, parents do not support young girls‟ education after a certain age, 

especially after puberty, due to fear of pre-marital sexual relationships and 

unintended pregnancy. Koshuma et al. (2008) reported that a boy was considered by 

the majority of the respondents to be ready for marriage at the age of 14 years to 18 

years, signaling a lack of knowledge and awareness about the concept of child 

marriage and the appropriate age for marriage. 

 

The study revealed that some community members do not value education because it 

does not make an instant pay of the investment they made. It is a long-term 

investment that is considered more risky in the case of girls, as they can get pregnant 

and be excluded from school at any time. 

 

The study further observed that parents did not attend meetings to discuss the issue 

of early marriage. As a result, students dropout from schools to be married at their 

early ages. If parents could be attending community meetings and have discussions 

with their children on the influence of impacts of early marriage and school dropout, 
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then the situation could have been reduced. Koshuma et al. (2008) indicates that the 

need to combat child marriage and other harmful practices against children is more 

vital today than ever; the success depends on raising awareness among the general 

public, policy-makers and other stakeholders.  

 

5.2. The Contribution of Early Marriage to School Dropout among Students The findings revealed that among factors contributing to early marriage which cause students to dropout from school were; 

poverty, Poverty, location of the school, lack of community awareness, traditions 

and culture, lack of committed among village leaders and inadequate of community 

meeting contributes to early marriage among students 

 

5.2.1 Poverty  

The study revealed that poverty was among the factors contributing to early marriage 

among student which results to school dropout. The study indicates that most of the 

families were poor, therefore, they encourage marriage to their children as a result a 

child dropout from school for marriage.  

 

This finding was supported by Alika and Egbochuku (2009) who reported that 

poverty was responsible for students dropping out from school. Walker (2012) 

maintains that poverty is a significant risk factor as marrying girls off before the age 

of 18 years is experienced positively for poor families who are relieved of the 

responsibility of feeding, clothing and protecting the girl child in an uncertain and 

insecure society.  

 

UNPF (2012) indicates that poverty leads many families to withdraw their daughters 

from school and arrange marriage for them at a young age. Nour (2006) asserts that 
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Child marriage is predominantly seen in areas of poverty; parents are faced with 

economic incentives: to ensure their daughter‟s financial security and reduce the 

economic burden daughters place on the family. Marriage brings a dowry to the 

bride‟s family, the younger the girl, the higher the dowry price is paid, and the 

sooner the economic burden of raising the girl is lifted.  

 

Therefore, early marriage was seen a means to reduce economic burden among 

families. This implies that lack of money contributes to early marriage in some 

families which results into dropout from school among students. 

 

5.2.2 Lack of Community Awareness  

It was shown that the community was not aware about issues of early marriage to 

school dropout in the study area. The community was not aware about the right age a 

child is supposed to be married, the effect of early marriage to school students that is 

the reason they marry off their children. Karei and Erulkar (2012) contend that lack 

of awareness of the community is among the factors contributing to the problem of 

early marriage. Many community members are not aware about child marriage; they 

practice it because of culture, tradition and poverty among the society members.  

 

Koshuma et al. (2008) argued that majority of people were not aware of what the law 

says about who is a child. Although lack of community awareness contributes to 

early marriage to students but the factor was contributed by lack of education among 

community members. If the community had a little education on the impact of child 

marriage to school age children, this could not be a problem in the society. 
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5.2.3 Traditions and Culture  

The study observed that there is a close link between tradition and culture on one 

hand and child marriage on the other around Chamwino District. Respondents said 

that child marriage is prevalent in rural areas, where there are strong cultural 

practices and beliefs denying most girl children the right to education. Some 

community members believe that when a girl has begins menstruating circle, she has 

to get married and assume the responsibilities of taking care of the family.   

Gechamet (2013) reveals that early marriage is caused by culture and traditions such 

as bride price, prestige, Walker (2012) and Vue (2000) argue that early marriage is 

practiced due to cultural factors, religious beliefs and gender inequalities. However, 

traditions and culture contribute to early marriage among students, but the 

community members still had little knowledge on the impact of early marriage to 

students.  

 

5.2.4 Poor Parenting  

Some respondents in the study revealed that poor parenting by some parents fuels 

child marriage. The study observed that due to poor parenting, some children start 

sexual affairs very early because of a lack of parental guidance. Some parents lack 

parental skills such as being able to communicate properly with their children. Some 

respondents blamed parents for failing to teach their children good conduct and good 

behaviour so that they grow into responsible people. Also parents do not engage in 

children education career, Christopher (2013) mantains that if parents do not hold 

high aspirations for their child‟s educational attainment, their child will not see the 

purpose of staying in or doing well in school  
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5.2.5 Location of the School  

It is evident that location of the school contributes to students‟ dropout from school 

in the sense that the distance from home to school in the studied area is about 8-10 

kilometers. Therefore, this long distance that a student has to travel forth and back 

influences a lot of temptations. These findings are supported by Ibrahim at el. (2008) 

who asserted that pupils traveling a long distance to school are more likely to 

dropout of school. Distance was found to be insignificant in influencing dropout for 

urban households; it is generally significant in rural areas except for girls. Mabebe et 

al. (2013) confirm that rural community secondary schools in most cases are 

established at the ward headquarters, some of the villages are far away from the 

headquarters where the school is located.  

 

Tuwor and Sossour (2008) assert that distance and safety issues are determining 

factors that inform the decision of which child should go to school, and boys are 

most often preferred to girls under such circumstances. This problem is prevalent in 

rural areas where children have to walk a long distance to school, sometimes through 

forests, ponds or rivers and in the rain during the rainy seasons. All these 

disturbances discourage a child hence he or she decide to drop from school as a 

result they end early marriage. 

 

5.2.6 Lack of Commitment among Community Leaders  

It was observed that village leaders were not serious and committed on the issue of 

early marriage which results to school dropout among students. It is evident from the 

findings that they did not conduct meetings to discuss with parents or community 

members about the issues of early marriage and students dropout from school. In 



63 
 

additional, there were no strong measures undertaken to hold responsible those 

people who marry students at their early stages. Karei and Erulkar (2012) pointed 

out that religious leaders and village elders will lead efforts to sensitize communities 

on the importance of education and the risks to girls who marry early. The study 

observed that there was inadequate community meetings conducted to discuss the 

issue of early marriage to dropout among students. It was observed that community 

leaders had never conducted any meeting to discuss the issue of early marriage as a 

cause of students‟ dropout from school.  

 

5.2.7 Lack of education among community members 

It was observed that the community lacked education on early marriage that is why 

the community was still marring their children because they did not know the effect 

of early marriage to students. This observation is supported by Human Right Watch 

(2014) who reported that the Tanzanian Government has failed to ensure the 

provision of comprehensive sexuality education in primary and secondary schools, 

despite a “life skills” programme incorporated into existing subjects, such as 

biology, civics, languages, and work skills that include information on sexuality and 

family planning.  

 

UNPF (2012) indicates that the Government has shown its commitment to ending 

child marriage through, particularly, promotion of girl‟s education at all levels. This 

is reflected in the efforts to increase access to secondary education, including 

through re-entry of pregnant girls to school to prevent child marriage. Nour (2006) 

suggested that ending child marriage requires a multifaceted approach focused on 

the girls, their families, the community, and the government, culturally appropriate 
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programmes that provide families and communities with education and reproductive 

health services can help stop child marriage, early pregnancies, and illness and death 

in young mothers and their children. TAMWA (2007) pointed out that unless the 

Government gives priority to the issue of amending LMA of 1971 and efforts made 

by different stakeholders to sensitize and educate the public on negative impacts of 

early girl or child marriage. 

 

5.2.8 Inadequate Community Meetings 

The study observed that there was inadequate community meetings conducted to 

discuss the issue of early marriage to drop out among students. It was reported that 

community leaders had never conducted any meeting to discuss the issue of early 

marriage as a cause of students drop out from school. Christopher (2013) point out 

that collaborative meeting during which the community discuss their plan to develop 

and launch an initiative will help the reduction of the practice of early marriage to 

children. Lack of community meeting and discussion in the community contribute 

much to the practice of early marriage among students. 

 

5.3 Effects of Child Marriage 

The literature and research reports reviewed for this study indicated numerous 

effects of child marriage on both girls and boys, including: loss of educational 

opportunities, early death and complicated childbirth.  

 

The study revealed that, those who admitted to be aware of child marriage cases, in 

all studied schools, highlighted several negative outcomes, including complicated 

childbirth, death of both new born children and mothers, becoming an economic 



65 
 

burden to their parents, difficult marriages, with frequent marital disputes, poor 

family planning, risky abortions, broken marriages and poverty for the couple or for 

one of the spouses in the marriage. Timothy (2013) asserts that one of the most 

common issues caused by early marriage is birth complications and physical 

violations from their partners. 

 

Pathfinder International (2006) suggested that girls who marry young tend to drop 

out of school and are more likely to bear children during adolescence. Furthermore, 

Human Rights Watch (2014) indicates that child marriage undermines access to 

education limiting girls‟ life opportunities and their ability and confidence to make 

informed decisions about their lives. 

 

5.4 Strategies Undertaken to Stop Early Marriage to school Dropout among 

Students 

The study revealed that there were no strong and effective strategies at hand carried 

by the community leaders to combat the problem of early marriage among students 

in secondary schools in the study area. The absence of strong and effective strategies 

undertaken by the community leaders to solve this problem of early marriage among 

students in the studied area inculcated the spread of the problem and hence school 

dropout by many students.  

A number of strategies were proposed by the respondents to address the issue of 

early marriage. These included; strict by-laws to protect children, education on early 

marriage, construction of hostels and boarding school to accommodate students.  
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The study observed that different strategies are undertaken at both international and 

national level to end up the challenges of early marriage similar to those mentioned 

by the respondents in this study. For instance, Children dignity forum, a network 

with more than 25 civil society organizations with the purposes of ending child 

marriage in Tanzania has been initiated to combat the problem in Tanzania 

(Koshuma et al., 2008). The main objective of the study by Koshuma and colleagues 

was to raise awareness to the community of the harmful impact of child marriage by 

encouraging open, inclusive and informed discussions at the community, national 

and international level.  

 

The study revealed that, at the community level in some villages, the people in the 

community was aware of the problem of early marriage and they had established 

some organizations like SANOA and CAPIP as measures to get rid of the problem. 

Desipte the establishment of different organization to combat early marriage among 

students, the problem in the study area still exists. 

 

The Government has shown its commitment to ending child marriage through the 

promotion of girl‟s education at all levels; this is reflected in the efforts to increase 

access to secondary education, through re-entry of pregnant girls to school to prevent 

child marriage (UNPF, 2012). Children‟s rights organizations have worked towards 

raising awareness to the public on child rights violations, particularly child marriage 

and female genital mutilation including through girls‟ clubs; influencing laws, 

policies and decision making with regards to the promotion and protection of 

children rights (Koshuma et al., 2008). 
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ICRW (2015) pointed out that girls and their parents want to delay marriage, but 

lack options, governments and communities are actively working to discourage the 

practice by raising awareness of the adverse consequences for girls and running 

programmes that provide girls with viable alternatives to marriage, and demanding 

more effective enforcement of existing laws that condemn children marriage. The 

community needs to be given education so as to be aware on the impact of child 

marriage. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.0 Introduction 

This chapter provides the summary of the study, conclusion observed from the study 

and recommendations which if they will be implemented they would help to reduce 

early marriage to school dropout among students at secondary schools. Also, the 

chapter provides the suggestions for further research studies. 

 

6.1 Summary of the Study 

The study sought to find out the contribution of early marriage and school dropout 

among students at secondary schools. The objectives of the study were to investigate 

the community awareness about early marriage to school dropout among secondary 

schools students around Chamwino District; to find out the extent to which dropout 

from schools is contributed by early marriage, and examine strategies undertaken in 

order to control the problem of early marriage to students dropout at secondary 

schools around Chamwino District.  

 

The review of the literature related to the study was done and described in chapter 

two. The conceptual frame work and theoretical frame work was well analyzed and 

explained in the same chapter. The theories used in this study were the Theory of 

Child Marriage by Zaki Wahhaj (2014) and Beckers Theory of Marriage and 

Shrinking of Demand and Supply models by Gary Becker (1970-1993). Also the 

study used the Sociology of feminist theory by Doroth Smith (1987). 
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The researcher employed mixed research approach in the whole process of gathering 

and analyzing data. The study was conducted using case study design to investigate 

the contribution of early marriage to school dropout among students at secondary 

schools. 

  

The study was conducted around Chamwino District in Dodoma Region. Data were 

collected through questionnaire and interviews. The study used simple random and 

purposive sampling in selecting respondents of the study. The targeted population 

for this study was community secondary school students, teachers (academic and 

discipline master or mistress) and head teacher, parents, and village leaders. The 

study included a total of 104 respondents in the category of 36 students, 28 teachers, 

32 parents and 08 village leaders.  

 

6.2 Summary of Major Findings 

The first objective of the study was geared towards investigating the community 

awareness on early marriage to school dropout among students. The findings 

indicated that there was little awareness among community members on the issue of 

early marriage in the study area. Lack of community awareness was contributed by 

lack of education; the community had no enough education about the contribution of 

early marriage to school dropout among students. 

 

The second objective aimed to find out the extent to which school dropout was 

contributed by early marriage. It was observed that some students got married early 

due to the reason that they are coming from poor families; so they were not able to 

pay school fees and, hence, they were forced to get married so as to reduce the 
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burden they had in their family. Also, long distance from home to school contributed 

to early marriage to some students, it was observed that schools were allocated far 

from home so it was a hard time for student to walk every day to school. 

 

Lack of committed community leaders was observed to contribute to the early 

marriage because once school children got married, there was no any strong attempt 

made to react against the incidence. 

 

Limited law enforcement was also observed because there were no strict by-laws 

which were established to help in the reduction of the practice of early marriage. 

Also, the contraction of marriage law act contributed to child marriage because the 

marriage law allowed marriage at 15 years for a girl while at this age a child is 

supposed to be at school. 

 

Limited meeting and discussion on early marriage was also a factor for school 

dropout among students. The community had no time to make discussions on how to 

combat the problem of early marriage in their area. Moreover, this situation was 

contributed by lack of participations among community members where most of the 

parents were busy when they were called for the meeting at school. It was also 

observed that there were little strategies made to control early marriage among 

students in the study area. Only an organization was established to deal with the 

situation, but there was no any by-law made to deal with people who practiced early 

marriage in the study area. 
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6.3 Conclusion 

Following the discussion made in the previous chapter, a number of conclusions can 

be drawn based on the findings of the study. Therefore, the conclusion is based on 

the findings with regard to the research objectives that the study set out to 

investigate. First, the findings showed that lack of community awareness contributed 

very much on the practice of early marriage which led students to dropout from 

school. The study revealed that children are married at the age of 13-15 years, and 

most early marriages were done in the rural areas and from poor families. The 

researcher opines that this is not an appropriate age for marring girls because, at this 

stage, they are supposed to be at school; thus, marrying them denies them 

opportunity to continue with their studies. This age is also improper for marriage 

because the girls are not yet to hold family responsibilities. The researcher then 

suggest that, leaving out those girls at school, at least girls should be married as from 

18 years and above.  

 

The study also revealed that there were no discussions and meetings done in some 

villages to discuss about issues related to early marriage and school dropout among 

students. However, there was very little civic education given by some NGOs in the 

community concerning early marriage and its impacts. The findings also revealed 

that school dropout among students was contributed by several reasons; poverty by 

whereby most of students (72%) dropped from school for marriage due to poverty, 

most of the families in the village were poor, so they forced their children to get 

married because they could not afford some school expenses.  
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Furthermore, the findings revealed that location (long distance walk to and from 

school) was among the factors which contributed to student‟s dropout from school. 

The findings also revealed that there were no enough measures taken to minimize 

the practice of early marriage which contributes to dropout among students. 

Moreover, strategies are not taken to minimize early marriage among students 

because there are no committed leaders; parents were found to be busy so they had 

no time to discuss about the issues which concerned their students. The findings also 

observed that the community members were aware about early marriage, but they 

did not take strong actions to combat it. Furthermore, there is no education provided 

in the community on early marriage and its effect on dropout among students.  The 

study concluded that early marriage is a problem in the studied area, in particular, 

but a societal problem in general.  

 

The study further observed that early marriage is a factor for school dropout; 

however, it is not the only and the major factor causing dropout in the studied area. 

From the study findings there is a need for the government, non-governmental 

organizations and community members to work hand in hand to end this issue of 

early marriage. Above all, lack of provision of sexual education among students 

contributed to early marriage.  

 

6.4 Implication of the Results 

Following the findings and the conclusion made, these results imply that early 

marriage was practiced in the community around Chamwino District because of 

poverty, and that poor economic background of the families influence early marriage 

in the sense that parents fail to pay school fees for their children. As it was argued in 
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the theory by Smith (1987), girls are devalued in the society compared to the value 

of men. This being the fact in the society around Chamwino District, the best 

solution to solve the society‟s poverty problem was to drop girls from school and 

marry off their girl children. This then implies that girls in the society do not have 

their own standpoint to decide on when to be married since the parents in the society 

decides for them in order to rescue the family from poverty. Further, girls in the 

society are forced by the prevailing circumstance to resort into marriage because 

they don‟t have the required support from the families.   

 

The general implication drawn from the study findings is that the there is a weighty 

lack of community awareness which contributes to early marriage and school drop 

out among students in the society, the community does not know about the impact of 

early marriage they also lack education on how to combat early marriage and school 

drop out among students. The results imply that lack of education among community 

members contribute much to early marriage and school drop out among students this 

is due to the fact that if the community lacked education on how to fight against 

early marriage and school drop out the practice will never end for that reason 

educating and mobilizing parents and community members is needed. 

 

The findings further imply that there is limited law enforcement around the area; the 

findings show that the current marriage law is weak to stop early marriage among 

girls in the society. Also, the community lacked strict by- laws which would help to 

reduce or completely stop the practice of early marriage and school drop out among 

students in the society.  Fostering an enabling legal and policy framework is needed 

so as to overcome the problem.  
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The researcher also thinks that there is lack of strong ties between the community 

and schools which would have been influenced by frequent meetings.  Lack of 

meeting and discussion among community members then contributes to early 

marriages. It was observed from the findings that community member were busy in 

the sense that they were not able to attend meeting conducted in the community to 

discuss issues related to early marriage and school drop out among students. So this 

imply that parents do not take academic seriously   that‟s why they don‟t find 

solution by discussing to overcome the problem that face them. 

 

6.5 Recommendations 

Following the findings and the conclusion, the study recommends that; first, the 

Government through the Ministry of Gender Women and Children in collaboration 

with the Ministry of Education and Vocational Training should enact and implement 

new Marriage Law Act and policies by removing the present contradicting Marriage 

Law Act in current legislation and to prescribe the minimum age for marriage. 

Poverty was seen as a big factor for child marriage; therefore, the education should 

be given free to students from poor families. The Government should take a strict 

disciplinary measure against parents and guardians who force children into marriage.  

The Government should cooperate with civil society organizations to provide 

education to the populations in rural area on the issue of early marriage and the 

effect of dropout among students.  

 

The Government should also deal effectively with community leaders because they 

don‟t report issues of early marriage. Parents and the community should not use 

children as the capital to save their life rather they should put more effort and 
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encouragement on the importance of education. Parents should give proper parental 

guidance to their children and become more involved in the education of their 

students. Similarly, parents should make sure that they conduct meetings at least two 

times a year so as to discuss issues concerning their students. Also, they should deal 

with parents and those people who marry young children. This would reduce the 

extent of early marriage in the community.  

 

Community leaders should play a great role in identifying those parents who marry 

off their children while they are still young and still at school. The local Government 

should cooperate hand in hand with teachers to educate parents on the effect of early 

marriage. There should be local initiatives founded to address the issue of early 

marriage and dropout in schools. 

 

Teachers should enhance guidance and counseling in schools so as to address the 

challenges facing the students; such challenges include pregnancy issues, forced 

marriage, and poverty. This will enhance the retention of students. Teachers should 

create more time for having meetings and discussion with parents on children‟s 

education. 

 

6.5.1 Recommendations for Further Studies 

This study was confined to one district only, with a very small sample of four 

schools. Therefore, there is a need to carry out the study on early marriage to school 

dropout in other districts found in Dodoma Region so as to find out whether similar 

challenges exist.  
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APPENDICES 

Appendix 1: Questionnaires for the Parents. 

Dear parent, 

 My name is Wakuru Kituma, a researcher at the University of Dodoma, pursuing 

MA in Education. The purpose of this study is to assess the contribution of early 

marriage to school dropout among secondary school students in Chamwino District. 

Feel free to respond to all questions as the responses will be used only for purpose of 

the study. Therefore, you are kindly requested to provide accurate information and 

your responses will be treated as confidential. Please, do not write your name in this 

paper. 

  1) Sex of respondent (tick one) 

     a) Male                                              [  ] 

     b) Female                                          [  ] 

  2) Occupation Status 

   a) Agriculture                                         [  ] 

   b) Business                                         [  ] 

        c) Others                                                           [  ] 

   3) Educational level (tick one)  

       a) Primary education                                                        [  ] 

       b) Secondary education                                                   [  ] 

       c) Certificates                                                                  [  ] 

       d) Diplomas                                                                     [  ] 

       e) University level                                                            [  ] 

       f) Informal education                                                       [  ] 
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4) a) Have you ever heard about early marriage?  

Yes [  ]          No [   ] 

b) What did you hear about it, when and where…………………………………. 

5) At which age are children are supposed to be married at your society. Mention ----

------ 

b) Why do you think the age mentioned above is the right age for marriage? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…… 

6) What are factors contributing to early marriagedropout among students? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------ 

7) What problems do children face during their early period of marriage? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------ 

8). Do you make meetings to discuss the issue of early marriage to dropout? 

 Yes [  ]         No   [  ]   

If yes what did you discuss and which decision did you make? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

………… 
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If the answer is No,   why (give reasons)…………………………                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

9. Is there any education given to the communities about the contribution of early 

marriage to dropout for students at your areas?   Yes   [  ]    No   [  ] 

If the answer is yes, what have you learnt? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………… 

If the answer is No,   why (give reasons)………………………………                                                                                                                                                   

Thank you for your kind co-operation! 
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Appendix 2: The Questionnaire for the students 

Dear Student, 

My name is Wakuru Kituma, a student from the University of Dodoma, pursuing 

MA in Education. The purpose of this study is to assess the contribution of early 

marriage to students dropout among secondary school students around Chamwino 

District in Dodoma. Feel free to respond to all questions as the responses will be 

used only for purpose of the study. Therefore, you are kindly requested to provide 

accurate information and your responses will be treated as confidential. Please, do 

not write your name in this paper. 

 

  1) Sex of respondent (tick one) 

     a) Male                [  ] 

     b) Female           [  ] 

2) Class 

     a) Form one 

     b) Form two                                        [  ]  

     c) Form three 

      d) Form four 

3) Have you ever heard about early marriage?   

Yes [      ]      No [   ]          

4. How many times have observed students dropping from school for marriage? -----

------ 

5. What do you think are the factors for early marriage to students? 

i)---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ii)--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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iii)------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

iv)--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

6. What problems do students face during the early period of their marriage? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------- 

7. What do you think are the effects of early marriage among students? 

 i) ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------ii)---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----iii)----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------iv)--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------- 

8. Who is more affected by the practice of early marriage between girls and boys?---

------------------------

why?…………………………………………………………………………………

………………………… 

9 Are there any strategies undertaken to minimize early marriage in your village? If 

yes mention them---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------if no what could be the reason?--------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------- 

10. What measures are to be taken in order to reduce early marriage among students? 

i) ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ii) --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

iii) -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

      Thank you for your kind co-operation! 
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Appendix 3: The Questionnaires for Village leaders 

My name is Wakuru Kituma, a researcher from the University of Dodoma, pursuing 

MA in Education. The purpose of this study is to assess the contribution of early 

marriage to dropout among secondary school students in Chamwino district. Feel 

free to respond to all questions as the responses will be used only for purpose of the 

study. Therefore, you are kindly requested to provide accurate information and your 

responses will be treated as confidential. Please, do not write your name 

1. Sex: -------------- 

2.  Position/Work: ----------------- 

3. a) Have you ever heard on early marriage              Yes [  ]                  No     [  ] 

     b) What did you hear on, when and 

where…………………………………………… 

4. a) At what ages children are supposed to be married?----------------- 

b) Why do you think this is the right 

age?....................................................................... 

5. What is the current situation of early marriage among students? 

a) Increasing 

b) Dencreasing 

c) Not changing                        [  ] 

d) I Don‟t know 

7. a) Have you ever met with the community to discuss the issue of early marriage 

among   students and its contribution to school dropout in your area? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

How many times have you met with the parents---------------------------------------------

b) What did you discuss and which decision have you 

made……………........................ 
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8. How many cases reported in your office concerning early 

marriage?………………………… 

9. How do you help children who are forced to get marriage at early age?--------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------ 

10. Who are more affected by the practice of early marriage.----------------------------- 

11. Is  there any program concerning early marriage in Chamwino? 

Yes [  ] No [  ]   if yes, mention 

If no, what could be the reason-----------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

12. What measures/ strategies to be taken to stop early marriage among students to 

dropout from secondary school at your area?  (Mention them) 

i) ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

ii) ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

iii) ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                               Thank you for your kind co-operation 
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Appendix 4: Interview guide for teachers 

1. Sex: 

2. Position/Work: ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3. How many early marriage cases has been reported……………………………….. 

4. Is the rate of early marriage and dropout increase or decrease? 

6. What are the causes of early marriage to dropout from secondary school? 

(mention them) 

i) ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

ii) ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

iii) ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

7.0. What do you think are the effects of early marriage for students at secondary 

school at your area?  (Mention them) 

i)------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ii) ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

iii) -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

8. What measures/ strategies to be taken to stop early marriage for students in 

dropout from secondary school at your area?  (Mention them) 

i) ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

ii) ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

iii) ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

9. is there any program concerning early marriage in your school 

Yes[  ] No [   ] if yes mention-----------------------------,------------------------------,------

----------- 

If no what could be the reason------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------ 

 

 

Thank you for your kind co-operation 
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Appendix 5: Checklist 

1. Community awareness  of early marriage to school  dropout 

 Community awareness 

 Direct observation 

 Local leaders discussion 

2. The extent to which  school dropout is influenced by early marriage 

 Poverty 

 Culture and Traditions 

 Gender inequalities 

 Religious beliefs 

 Location of the school 

3. Strategies/measures of early marriage in dropout 

 Civil education-sexuality education 

 By- laws enforcement 
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Appendix 6: Permission Letter from the University of Dodoma 
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Appendix 7: Permission Letter from Chamwino District Council 

 

 

 


